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Murder suspect 
win ban on jokes 
about them 
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Ibos fail Jewish test 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Israel's Supreme Court has 
rejected an appeal to consider the Ibo tribe of Nigeria as Jews 
which would have opened the door for the community of two 
million to emigrate. James Edwards Onioio from the West African 
■state claimed that the Ibos were descendants of the lost tribe of 
Ephraun, one of the 10 tribes scattered throughout the world after 
the fall of the first temple in Jerusalem in the 6th century B C 
Onioio found several parallels between the Ibo religion and 
Judaism, noting monotheism, male dreumasion and dietary laws 
However the court ruled against the Ibo on Thursday and in 
support of the interior ministry which refused to grant Onioio the 
right of return to Israel as a Jew. Onioio arrived in Israel six yean 
ago and married a Jewish woman which gives him the right to live 
in Israel. Israel automatically grams citizenship and a host of 

benefits to any Jew and dose relatives who emigrate to the state 

some 70,000 immigrants have arrived this year, most from the 
former Sonet Union. 
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Sahara raferendmti proposed for October 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — A U.N. -sponsored referendum on 
independence for Western Sahara from Morocco could take place 
in October 1993. Secretary General Boutros Ghali said Friday. In 
a report to members of the Security Council, Dr. Ghali laid out a 
timetable for the plebiscite to take place following meetings last 
month with Moroccan officials and members of the Polisario 
Front, a group of Western Saharan guerrillas. The United Nations 
has been trying to organise a referendum for years to settle the 
19-year territorial dispute over the former Spanish colony of 
Western Sahara. “Despite the difficulties encountered and the 
delays experienced over the past few months, the political win 
exists to move the process forward.” Dr. Ghali said. He proposed 
that by March, all voters eligible to participate in the referendum 
be identified to allow for a series of measures contained in a U.N. 
settlement plan to be implemented as of June 1. These include a 
separation of the combatants that were to be confined to 
designated locations, an exchange of prisoners, amnesties for 
political prisoners and the release of detainees. 
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Majali: Jordan will continue 
custodianship over Jerusalem 

‘OIC resolutions did not deny Jordan’s role’ 


i « 


•if.-- 

. \{.^ v 
:u‘>. 

- •Ili* 

... - jr> 

v 

, .p ‘ 
V." 1 ' 
-.>1 


Hawd" a "{® , r 
smcht r 


r:.. 


.P 




! i I 3 ' '• 
5-4 ‘ * * ,: '-' 




'?«. - 
pi 


. .if 


,.i ] i* ' , 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

The prime minister. Dr. 
Abdul Salam Majali, 
announced yesterday that 
Jordan would continue its 
trusteeship of Jerusalem's 
holy shrines as there was 
nothing in the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference’s re- 
solution concerning the city 
to exclude this role. 

Speaking at a press confer- 
ence several hours after his 
return from Casablanca Dr. 
Majali said that, in anyway 
the summit conference “was 
not a court of law that could 
decide to whom the trus- 
teeship goes.” The pertinent 
resolutions, the prime minis- 
ter stressed, said nothing for 
Jordan’s guardianship of the 
shrines, it is true. 

“At the same time it said 
nothing against our trus- 
teeship,” he added, explain- 
ing that the reservation Jor- 
dan expressed over the re- 
solution stemmed from the 
fact that the summit (fid not 
recognise Jordan’s special tie 
to the holy places. 

Dr. Majali said that the 
Muslim countries are to meet 
in January to try to resolve 
the dispute over the holy city. 
Dr. Majali said the meeting 
of the A1 Gads Committee, 
chauveLby Kiag Hassan II of 
Morocco would »l««i indude 
)t. 

It will meet in mid- 
January to debate the issue of 
Jerusalem,” he said, adding 
the discussions would “look 
at the problem of the guar- 
dianship of the dty’s holy 
.vluslim sites and issues con- 
nected to the holy dty.” 

Dr. Majali reiterated His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
pledge at the summit that 
Jordan would not give up its 
trusteeship of the shrines at 
the moment since that would 
open the way for Israel to 
assume responsibility for 


them. 

For this reason, Jordan 
registered its reservation, but 
not objection, over the 
Casablanca resolutions con- 
cerning the holy city. Dr. 
Majali said. 

Jordan’s care for the holy 
shrines in Jerusalem had nev- 
er been a problem to any one 
or raised by any party, he 
said reiterating that the trus- 
teeship would only last until 
the Palestinians have com- 
pleted their negotiations for 
the final restoration of their 
sovereignty over die Arab 
dty. 

It seemed that Jordan's 
position regarding Jerusalem 
had not been dear enough 
for some parties who had 
thought that Jordan intended 
to impose its control over 
Jerusalem and the holy places 
and to deprive the Palestinian 
people of their own lawful 
and legitimate rights, the 


prime minister noted. 

Dr. Majali said that some 
parties had thought that “we 
were suggesting something 
new but the reality is that 
there is nothing new in this 
whole issue since Jordan had 
been caring for tbe holy 
places even before the (1967) 
occupation and afterwards 
and after tbe 1988 severance 
bf the legal and administra- 
tive ties with the West 
Bank.” 

Dr. Majali said that every- 
one is waiting for the Palesti- 
nians to enter into final status 
negotiations with Israel over 
tbe issue of Jerusalem to re- 
gain their rights and 
sovereignty over the dty. 

Dr. Majali noted that no 
one at the summit had denied 
Jordan the right of trus- 
teeship over the holy places 
nor had any party made any 
remarks against this trus- 
teeship. What was frustrat- 


ing, he said, was tbe fact that 
the resolution was void of any 
mention of Jordan’s role. 

In his address to the sum- 
mit Wednesday King Hussein 
said that as a Hashemite and 
Jordanian “I would like to 
stress that the shrines are a 
trust in our bands as we have 
rescued them with the blood 
of our sons in the 1948 war 
and we have constructed 
them three times on behalf of 
the Islamic nation.” 

Asked on whether there 
was neglect or shortcomings 
on the part of the govern- 
ment in fully explaining Jor- 
dan’s stand vis-a-vis Jeru- 
salem, Dr. Majali said that 
there was no negligence in 
this matter, as we have ex- 
plained our position dearly 
on many occasions. 

The PLO, supported by 
Saudi Arabia, Morocco and 
Egypt, wanted the OIC to 
name an Islamic committee 


Egypt 



The prime minister, Dr. Abdul Salam Msyafi at the press conference at the Prime Ministry 
yesterday (Petra photo) 


to look after the holy shrines 
until the Palestinian Author- 
ity recovers the area in nego- 
tiations with Israel, an Arab 
offidal at the summit told 
AFP requesting anonymity. 

The PLO fears that the 
recognition many undermine 
its claim to have east Jeru- 
salem as the capital of a 
future state — an issue to be 
settled in a later phase of 
negotiations with Israel. 

But Dr. Majali sought Fri- 
day to defuse the row saying 
only that there were “diverg- 
ences” over Jerusalem. 

“Jordan is not opposed to 
the resolution on Jerusalem 
but we think that our role has 
been neglected while that of 
Saudi Arabia had been recog- 
nised. 

“Jordan has no desire for 
hegemony over this dty. We 
are the trustees until Palesti- 
nian autonomy is extended 
and our role is not political,” 
he added. 

The Al-Qods committee, 
set up by the OIC in May 
1979 after the signing of the 
Egypt-Israel peace treaty, is 
composed of 15 foreign 
ministers and was entrusted 
with drawing up a program- 
me “to liberate Jerusalem” 
after Israel invaded the Arab 
eastern sector m 1967. 

The prime- minister said- 
that be was satisfied with 
contacts with other Arab 
states at the summit and that 
Jordan had hoped that the 
occasion would be a good 
opportunity for reconcilia- 
tion. 

Dr. Majali said that King 
Hussein had cordial meetings 
with a number of heads of 
delegations including PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and 
the Kuwaiti foreign minister. 

The Prime Minister, for his 
part, met Sheikh Zayed A1 
Nhian, and Saudi Foreign 
Minister Prince Saud A1 Fais- 

f Continued on page 12) 


Arafat proposes 
gradual Israeli 
troop withdrawal 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat has proposed a 
gradual withdrawal of Israeli 
troops from the West Bank 
beginning in cities with no 
Jewish settlers, Israeli and 
Palestinian officials said on 
Friday. 

The officials, who did not 
ptt to be named, said he 
'/jtle the proposal during 
Jiks this week with Israeli 
4 . Foreign Minisrer Shimon 
VPeres in Stockholm. Mr. 
Peres said Israel would con- 
sider the matter. 

The proposal calls for 
Israel to withdraw initially 
from Jenin and Bethlehem, 
West Bank dries separated 
from Israeli settlements. 

The withdrawal would be 
followed by negotiations for a 
redeployment throughout the 
West flank and Palestinian 
elections 

More than 100,000 Jewish 
settlers live among two mil- 
lion Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. In 
some cases, settlers live in or 
next to Arab towns. 

As part of the Israeli-PLO 
interim agreement, Israel 
handed over to Palestinian 
control most of the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho last May. 

Islamic militants, opposed 
to the self-rule agreement, 
have launched a series of 
deadly attacks against 
Israelis. 

Israelis and Palestinians 
negotiating the next stage of 
the agreement in Cairo this 
w said some progress was 
reached but more time was 
needed to clinch a deal. 

Meanwhile senior PLO 
members are urging Mr. Ara- 
fat to refuse to hold Palesti- 


nian elections unless Israel 
withdraws its troops from 
cities and towns on the West 
Bank. 

Mr. Arafat heard the 
appeal by members of the 
PLO's Executive Council, 
which is still based iu Tunisia, 
during a Thursday night sto- 
pover on his way back to 
Gaza from the Islamic sum- 
mit in Casablanca, Morocco. 

PLO negotiators meeting 
with Israelis in Cairo for the 
past two weeks have categor- 
ically rejected elections amid 
any sign of Israeli occupa- 
tion. 

However, some PLO offi- 
cials fear Mr. Arafat might 
give in to pressure from 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin. 

“It seems that Rabin is 
agai n trying to squeeze Abu 
Ammar (Arafat) and we are 
trying to help him,” Sakhar 
Habash, a member of the 
PLO’s central committee, 
said in a telephone interview 
with AP. 

The PLO’s central commit- 
tee is split over the autonomy 
accord, with PLO political 
chief Farouk Kaddoumi lead- 
ing the opposition flank that 
believes it falls short of their 
goal of Palestinian statehood. 

Mr. Habash said the com- 
mittee's recommendation to 
Mr. Arafat came after he 
presented them with the 
latest. Israeli proposal on 
Palestinian elections. No de- 
tails have been given on the 
proposal. 

However, the Jerusalem 
Post reported Thursday that 
Israel no longer opposed the 
participation of "most” mem- 
bers of tbe Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, which is 
against the peace process. 


Ekeus: Iraq still hiding crucial data 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Iraq is still hiding information 
on its past weapons program- 
mes by failing to declare 
equipment and materials un- 
til confronted with evidence 
to the contrary, says a U.N. 
report obtained Friday. 

The report by Rolf Ekeus, 
chairman of tbe U.N. special 
commission iu charge of Iraqi 
disarmament, is a half-year 
summary of its work and is 
due to be presented to the 
Security Council Monday. 

While Iraq was praised for 
cooperating in a crucial long- 
term monitoring programme, 
the report said missing data, 
particularly on biological 
weapons, was pervasive. 

“In general, in relation to 
the past programmes, Iraq 
has not volunteered informa- 
tion and has shown a marked 
lack of transparency, disclos- 
ing information only when 


confronted with evidence by 
the commission,” the report 
said. 

“Id many instances, new 
information obtained by the 
commission contradicted tbe 
accounts given by Iraq.” 

A prime example, the com- 
mission said, was a high- 
precision tracking radar 
which Iraq said had not been 
used for the type of ballistic 
missiles banned by tbe Secur- 
ity Council. 

After 14 months of talks 
and investigations, the com- 
mission said it now had 
“overwhelming evidence” 
the radar could be used for 
forbidden missile program- 
mes, despite more than a 
year of denials from Iraq. 
The mobile radar station baa 
been imported from China 
years ago, sources at the 
UJM. said. 


But the main problem was 
in the area of biological 
weapons programmes of re- 
search where the commission 
said it faced its greatest diffi- 
culties in obtaining past in- 
formation. 

‘‘While Iraq maintains that 
the programme was in the 
early research stages and 
would be defensively 
oriented, the indications all 
point to an offensive prog- 
ramme,” Mr. Ekeus said. 

About a week ago, the 
U.N. sources said inspectors 
had discovered small quanti- 
ties of research materials or 
“growth media” for cholera, 
tuberculosis and tbe plague, 
which had not been declared 
previously. The materials 
have been destroyed, with 
samples sent to various labor- 
atories, including one in the 
United States, for analysis. 


Berlusconi calls opponents swindlers 


ROME (R) — Italian Prime? 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi, 
whose seven-montb-old 
coalition could be toppled by 
a parliamentary vote next 
week, Friday branded moves 
to unseat him a swindle. 

Mr. Berlusconi attacked 
what he said was an attempt 
to cheat the electorate as 
Umberto Bossi, leader of the 
Northern League Coalition 
Party, claimed to have the 
support in parliament to 
bring down the government 
and form a new ruling 
alliance. 

“It’s a big swindle, a swin- 
dle at the expense of the 
electors and on the back of 
the country,” Mr. Berlusconi 
told Panorama Magazine 
when asked about league 
moves to form an alliance 
with leftist and centrist 
opposition parties. 

Billionaire businessman 
Berlusconi will seek what 
amounts to a vote of confi- 
dence in his five-parry coali- 


tion when he addresses par- 
liament next Wednesday- If 
the prime minister loses, he 
would be duly-bound to res- 
ign. 

Mr. Bossl’s Federalist 
League is one of the three 
main coalition partners. But 
its outspoken leader repeated 
in an interview published in 
several newspapers Friday 
that he thought Mr. Berlus- 
coni had reached the end of 
tbe line. 

“There are two ways out bf 
this political situation. Either 
we have a government with- 
out Berlusconi or there are 
fresh elections,” Mr. Bossi 
said. 

“But there won’t be elec- 
tions because there is already 
a majority opposed to Berlus- 
coni m the chamber of de- 
puties (lower house).” added 
Mr. Bossi, wfao said he had 
the backing of 325 members 
of the 630-seat chamber. 

Mr. Bossi claimed to have 
the support of the Democra- 


tic Party of the Left (PDS) 
and the Centrist Popular Par- 
ty — two of the main opposi- 
tion groups^— plus a sprink- 
ling of minor parties to form 
'a new broad government to 
complete institutional re- 
form. 

The league leader said he 
would be prepared to work 
with the liberal wing of Mr. 
Berlusconi’s Forza Italia Par- 
ty in a new alliance but made 
it dear he wanted to be rid of 
the media magnate. 

“If be (Berlusconi) goes 
back to being a businessman, 
it’ll help us find a painless 
solution to the crisis,” Mr. 
Bossi said. 

But Mr. Bossi faces a 
possible revolt from over 50 
of the league's members of 
parliament who are opposed 
to a deal with the former 
communist PDS. The 
league's interior minister 
Roberto Maroni has said be 
will not join an alternative 
government. 



* 



KING RETURNS: His Majesty King Hussein Conference (OIC’s) summit which concluded 
Friday returned home after beading die Jortta- in Casablanca Thursday (Petra photo) 
nian delegation to the Organisation of Islamic 


Jihad leader arrested in Egypt 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Police 
have arrested a leader of an 
armed Muslim militant group 
wanted for planning attacks 
on senior officials from the 
interior ministry, the daily A1 
Ahram said Friday. 

Amer Ibrahim, a 35-year- 
old civil servant, was arrested 
in Samta in the southern 
Egyptian Bani-Seweif pro- 
vince 125 kilometres south of 
Cairo. 

Other militants from the 
Jihad group were also 
arrested, the paper added. 

The last attack blamed on 
the Jihad was in February 
when the main witness in the 
trial into the attempted assas- 
sination of Prime Minister 
Atef Sedki was killed north 
of Cairo. 

Egyptian authorities have 
said they have "wiped out” 
the Jihad and “foiled all its 
attacks." 

Meanwhile Egyptian pro- 
secution referred 20 Muslim 
militants to court on charges 
of belonging to a “terrorist” 
group bent on destabilising 


the country and overthrowing 
the government, prosecution 
sources said Friday. 

Tbe prosecution said in a 
statement the young men be- 
longed to “a secretive and 
illegal organisation” aiming 
at suspending constitutional 
laws, damaging the country's 
security, ousting the govern- 
ment, charging the ruler with 
infidelity and preaching for 
his disobedience. 

The men were also accused 
of possessing illegal arms, 
forging identification papers, 
robbing jewellery and elec- 
tronical shops and selling 
their gains to finance their 
group. . . 

They would be tried in a 
high state emergency court 
with the exception of two 
who were referred to a nor- 
mal court becuase they were 
under the age of 17. 

‘Terror and violence were 
the tools used in im- 
plementing their objectives 
which endangered the lives of 
people,” the prosecution 
said. 


The sources said the mili- 
tants belonged to the Jihad 
(holy war) group which is 
seeking to topple the regime 
and establish an Islamic state 
in Egypt by carrying out 
attacks against senior officials 
and by trying to infiltrate the 
army ranks. 

The suspects, arrested 
three months ago. were all 
from the Ismailia province, 
east of Cairo. They were 
running a training camp in a 
desert area in Ismailia 
whered they learned how to 
shoot and make bombs. 

Three of the suspects are 
still on the run, they said. 

Tbe Jihad is a revival bf the 
group that assassinated Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat during a 
military parade in 1981. 

It has claimed responsibil- 
ity for many assassination 
attacks against high-ranking 
security officials and minis- 
ters, including the interior, 
information and prime minis- 
ter in 1993. The ministers 
escaped the attacks. 


Hamas, PNA reconciliation talks stall 


GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip 
(AFP) — Joint talks between 
the Palestinian Authority and 
the opposition Hamas group 
set up to defuse tension after 
clashes in Gaza left 13 dead 
have stalled, a Hamas leader 
said Friday. 

“We announce that the 
committee has reached a 
dead-end,” said Mahmoud 
Zahhar. 

Tbe committee was set up 
by the Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas and the 
Palestinian Authority earlier 
in December after Hamas 
ipporters 
>lice clast 
omous Strip in November. 

One of the committee’s 
aims was to form a fact- 
finding commission to in- 
vestigate the November dash 


supporters and Palestinian 
police dashed in the auton- 


in which 200 people were also 
wounded. 

“We place tbe responsibil- 
ity for the committee’s failure 
on the (Palestinian) govern- 
ment,” Mr. Zahhar said at a 
rally held to celebrate the 
seventh anniversary of the 
creation of Hamas. 

A statement issued later by 
the group said the committee 
was not dissolved, but had 
“slowed down” its work. 

“We still respect the agree- 
ment,” it said, referring to an 
agreement worked out with 
tne Palestinian Authority 
which included a ban on arms 
and abusive language at ral- 
lies. 

“We call on (Ahmed) Tibi 
and (Ahmed NImr) Darwish 
to continue their active 
efforts to solve this prob- 


lem,” the statement said. 
Messrs. Tibi and Darwish are 
Israeli-Arabs on the commit- 
tee who have acted as 
mediators. 

Another Hamas leader. 
Imad Faluji, said the author- 
ity had suddenly announced 
its representatives who came 
only from the PLO leader! 
Yasser Arafat's main Fateh 
faction. 

“This means the authority' 
does not want to talk with 
us,” Mr. Faluji said, accusing 
the self-rule authority of de- 
liberately delaying setting up 
the fact-finding body. 

“We have no problem with 
Fateh, our conflict is with the 
Palestinian Authority,” he. 
said, adding the committee 
last met about a week ago.- 


Mitterrand denies he 
has ‘six months to live’ 


AIX-EN-PROVENCE, 
France (R) — French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand de- 
nied Friday telling a philo- 
sopher that his doctors had 
informed him he had just six 
months to Jive. 

“My doctors have never 
told me that, and T don’t 
expect such a quick ending,” 
Mr. Mitterrand, who is suf- 
fering from prostate cancer, 
told reporters. 

Mr. Mitterrand, 78, was 
speaking at a news confer- 
ence at the dose of a day- 
long Franco-Italian summit. 

Philosopher Jean Guitton, 
93, had said Friday that Mr. 
Mitterrand confided to him 
last month that doctors reck- 
oned he had no more than six 
months to live. 

Mr. Mitterrand, who is due 
to step down as president in 
May sifter 14 years as head of 
state, visited him at his Paris 
home Nov. 17 to discuss the 
afterlife, Mr. Guitton said 
in an interview with RMC 
radio. 

Jean Guitton, 93, said 
Mr. Mitterrand, due to step 
down as president in May 
after 14 years in power, 
visited him at his Paris 
home on Nov. 17 to discuss 


the afterlife. 

In an interview with 
RMC Radio, Mr. Guitton 
quoted Mr. Mitterrand as 
telling him: “I have a fatal 
illness, and the doctors 
looking after me, in par- 
ticular my main doctor, say 
that I cannot live more than 
six months." 

Socialist Mitterrand, 78. 
has said that he wants to 
serve out his term despite 
painful treatment for can- 
cer, but has not publicly 
disclosed when doctors fear 
he might die. 

The Elysee presidential 
palace had no comment 
on Mr. Guitton's remarks. 

Mr. Mitterrand has slim- 
med down his public 
appearancess and has 
appeared increasingly 
gaunt after a second opera- 
tion, during the summer, 
for prostate cancer. 

On Friday, he met Italian 
Prime Minister Silvio Ber- 
lusconi in the southern 
French town of Aix-en- 
Provence. 

Conservative French 
Prime Minister Edouard 
Bahadur is the favourite ro 
win the April 23-May 7 
presidential election aft^r 



Francois Mitterrand 
Socialist European Com- 
mission President Jacques 
Delors withdrew from die 
contest last Sunday. 

Mr. Guitton, a member 
of the French Academy, is 
a widely respected philo- 
sopher of fervent Roman 
Catholic faith. 

He said he told Mr. Mit- 
terrand there were two 
types of death — of the 
soldier and of the general. 
Even in combat, the soldier 
died with friends on all 
sides. 

“The general is com- 
pletely alone. You have the 
responsibility of the gener- 
al as you are at the head of 
France. You have given a 
marvellous example to all.” 
he said. 


I .■ 





Middle East Ne ws 

Islamic leaders differ 
on host of issues 
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CASABLANCA, Morocco 
(Agencies') — Islamic leaders 
Thursday urged military aid 
for Bosnia's embattled Mus- 
lims and vowed to combat 
religious fanaticism which has 
destabilised their nations. 

.But appeals for greater 
Muslim unity 1 were undercut 
by rifts among Arab partici- 
pants that remained unre- 
solved at the close of a three- 
day summit of the 52- 
member Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference. 

King Hussein, the Arab 
World's longest-reigning 
leader, quit the summit 
Wednesday, apparently be- 
cause of a feud with the 
Palestinians who accuse Jor- 
dan of making deals with 
Israel that could undercut 
their claim to sovereignty 
over Jerusalem. 

One of the summit's goals 
was to end feuds that have 
plagued the Arab World 
since Saddam Hussein in- 
vaded Kuwait in 1990, polar- 
ising the region into pro- and 
adti-Iraqi camps. 

The host Moroccan gov- 
ernment lamented the failure 
of the reconciliation effort. It 
regretted that “one OIC 
member was unhappy/' 
alluding to King Hussein’s 
early departure and Jordan's 
reservations over the Jeru- 
salem resolution (see page 2). 

“Despite all the goodwill 
efforts, we regrettably found 
that the Gulf war has left an 
open wound which has to be 
healed," said Morocco’s King 
Hassan n. 

"It is time to let bygones be 
bygones; it is time for for- 
giveness," he said of the fai- 
lure to bring the Iraqis 
together with Kuwaiti and 
Saudi Arabian delegations. 

Despite the disputes, parti- 
cipants agreed on a 182- 
article communique on issues 
ranging from terrorism in the 
Islamic World to technology 
and culture. They agreed to 
hold the next Islamic summit 
in Tehran. Iran, in December 
1997. 

A separate, six-page docu- 
ment — die Casablanca De- 
claration — complained ab- 
out “a ferocious campaign to 
tarnish Islam." denounced 
“extremism and religious 
fanaticism” and called for an 
organised media effort to 
“rectify misconceptions'* that 
have made Islam synony- 
mous with violence. 

It condemned terrorism as 
“a blatant disgrace to Islamic 
teachings and a violation of 
our values, culture and herit- 
age.” It pledged “sincere 
cooperation” with interna- 
tional anti-terrorism efforts, 
without “infringing on the 
legitimate right** of national 
resistance to occupation." 

The plight of Bosnian Mus- 
lim was a unifying issue for 
the leaders who came from 
fat-flung countries in 
Europe, Asia and Africa. 


Bosnian President Alija Izet- 
begovic attended as an obser- 
ver, and his government re- 
ceived pledges of between 
$300,000 to S5 million from 
each Islamic state. 

The Bosnia resolution 
went beyond the expected 
call to lift the arms embargo 
that favours the better- 
equipped Bosnian Serbs. 

The Islamic states said they 
would cooperate with any 
U.N. members “who exhibit 
a willingness on their own 
initiative to provide Bosnia 
with the means for self de- 
fence.” 

They renewed a call to 
reinforce U.N. peacekeepers 
with Muslim troops, a sugges- 
tion rejected by Western 
countries which fear it could 
allow fundamentalist coun- 
tries like Iran to gain a footh- 
old in Europe. 

The Islamic leaders called 
for streamilining procedures 
to allow “immediate military 
support," including air 
strikes by NATO, to protect 
peacekeepers and civilians 
against Serb attacks. 

They also sought coop- 
eration between their “con- 
tact group” on Bosnia and 
the contact group of the Un- 
ited States, Russia, France, 
Britain and Germany. 

The resolutions on the 
Middle East made no men- 
tion of the boycott of Israel, 
which Islamic states had 
pledged to honour until the 
settlement of the conflict. 

The document praised 
progress in Arab-Israeli 
peace talks. But it did not 
mention the Palestinian self- 
rule accord or the Jordan- 
Israel peace treaty, apparent- 
ly to avoid a veto from Syria 
which had denounced the 
separate deals. 

Iraq, angered over a re- 
solution entitled “Iraqi 
aggression against Kuwait," 
won a minor victory with the 
deletion of a sentence on 
implementing U.N. Security 


Council resolutions regarding 
“the elimination of weapons 
of mass destruction.” 

The resolution still called 
for Iraq to comply with U.N. 
resolutions ana refrain from 
menacing its neighbours. 

Jordan failed to gain a 
mention in the final docu- 
ment on Jordan’s role in 
overseeing Muslim holy sites 
in Arab East Jerusalem. 

Palestinians objected out 
of fear it would weaken their 
claim to sovereignty over that 
sector of the city holy to 
Christians, Muslims and 
Jews. 

The 184-point summit re- 
solution also dealt with the 
conflicts in Afghanistan. 
Kashmir and Somalia as well 
as the international embargo 
on Libya. 

A declaration on Kashmir, 
where Muslim separatists are 
in rebellion against Indian 
rule, called for a peaceful and 
political solution based on 
U.N. resolutions. It also 
urged dialogue between India 
and Pakistan. 

Abdul Qayyum Khan, 
prime minister of the Pakista- 
ni sector of Kashmir, wel- 
comed the resolution and 
thanked the Indian govern- 
ment for allowing two separ- 
atist leaders from the Indian- 
held two-thirds of Kashmir to 
attend the Casablanca sum- 
mit. 

On Afghanistan, the sum- 
mit document expressed deep 
concern “over die fratricidal 
conflict” and urged the 
Afghan leadership to spare 
no effort to bring hostilities 
to an immediate end. 

An Afghan delegate said 
the waning Afghan factions 
failed to agree a ceasefire 
during OlC-sponsored talks 
in Tehran before the summit. 
“More talks are needed,” he 
said. 

The summit resolutions 
were adopted unanimously 
with only Jordan and Iraq 
expressing reservations. 


Sudan: OIC summit a failure 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Sudan leader General Omer 
Hassan Ahmad A1 Beshir Friday slammed the just- 
concluded Organisation of the Islamic Conference in 
Casablanca as a failure. 

The summit has “failed” to achieve .fraternity among 
Arab states whose differences flared once again during the 
meetings of the OIC, Gen. Beshir said in a statement on his 
return here. 

In another development, Beshir said Nigeria would play 
a role in reactivating efforts to reach peace in southern 
Sudan. 

Gen. Beshir who met with Nigeria’s head of state. 
General Sani Abacha, told reporters that the Nigerian 
leaders have expressed readiness to reactivate the peace 
efforts in the Sudan. 

Nigeria has previously hosted two rounds of peace talks 
between the Sudanese government and the rebel Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army (SPLA). 

But after Sani Abacha took over from General Ibrahim 
Babangida, the peace efforts moved to Kenya where 
President Daniel Arap Moi is leading a four-member 
committee that includes the heads of state of Ethiopia, 
Eritrea and Uganda. 

The Organisation of the Islamic Conference summit 
regrouped 51 countries. 
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TURKEY’S WAR GAMES: A Turkish soldier in 
snow-camouflage jumps out of an Army heli- 
copter in the Turkish- Iranian bor der region 
near Mount Ararat Thursday, as some 30,000 
Turkish troops launched a militar y action 


against fighters of the outlawed Kurdish 
Workers’ Party (PKK). The military action in 
temperatures of some minus 40 degrees Celsius 
was aimed at cutting PKK forces from escape 
routes to nearby Iranian territory (AFP photo) 
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Queen urges U.N. J 
to study, implement ; 
development report! 


Illiteracy rising in Iraq 
as U.N. sanctions bite 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Poverty exacerbated by U.N. 
sanctions is driving many 
children in Iraq to quit school 
and seek work, pushing up 
the rate of illiteracy, officials 
say here. 

“Illiteracy is threatening 
society again,” warned the 
weekly Aleph Ba, calling for 
a serious public debate on the 
problem. 

The government spent vasi 
amounts of money on eradi- 
cating illiteracy from 1978 to 
1987, targetting some 2.25 
million people. 

But the U.N. sanctions im- 
posed on Iraq after its August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 
seriously harmed the educa- 
tion ministry's programmes, 
a ministry official said. 

The Iraqi press has given 
extensive coverage to reports 
of teenagers filling the 
streets, selling newspapers, 
cigarettes and sweets. 

Nearly nine , per cent of 
.girls-and six per cent of boys 


in primary and intermediate 
schools stopped attending 
class in the 1993-1994 
academic year. The ministry 
forecasts a higher rate in the 
current year. 

Around five million chil- 
dren are enrolled in schools, 
making up nearly one-third 
of Iraq's 18 million inhabi- 
tants. 

The situation is aggravated 
by the fact that primary 
education is compulsory in 
Iraq and parents who fail to 
send their children to school 
risk penalties going as far as 
imprisonment. 

“The interruption of stu- 
dies. mainly in intermediate 
schools, is spreading con- 
tinuously." Education Minis- 
ter Hikmat Al Barra told 
AFP. 

“The phenomenon will 
worsen this year and include 
teachers, who have started 
leaving the profession in 
search of ocher jobs.” 

Gvic organisations such as 
the General Union of. Iraqi 


Women are trying to improve 
the situation by organising 
special courses 

Union official Fadila 
Hmaidi told the newspaper 
Al Qadissiya that the orga- 
nisation had enrolled more 
than 11.000 girls aged 10 and 
above who had been forced 
to leave school. 

Last month Iraq recog- 
nised Kuwait's sovereignty 
and borders — a key condi- 
tion for the lifting of sanc- 
tions. 

But the U.N. Security 
Council renewed sanctions 
on Nov. 14. 

Kuwait, backed by the Un- 
ited States and Britain, de- 
mands full Iraqi compliance 
with all U.N. resolutions re- 
lating to the August 1990- 
February 1991 Guff crisis be- 
fore any easing of the sanc- 
tions. 

The sanctions have sent 
inflation spiralling in Iraq and 
caused chronic shortages of 
food .and medicines. * 


Emir of Bahrain pardons prisoners 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) 
— Bahrain’s emir marked the 
country’s 33rd anniversary of 
independence Friday by par- 
doning a number of "prisoners 
and saying his administration 
would increase its efforts to 
bolster the economy and cre- 
ate work opportunities. 

Training Bahrainis for jobs 
and further developing the 
economy are the country's 
key aims, Sheikh Isa Bin 
Salman Al Khalifa said in the 
address broadcast on radio 
and television. His remarks 
were front-page headlines in 


local newspapers. 

He highlighted achieve- 
ments the former British col- 
ony had made since gaining 
independence in 1971, trans- 
forming itself from an 
archipelago of fishing and 
pearl diving islands into an 
offshore banking, tourism 
and services centre for the 
oil-rich Gulf. 

The independence day 
celebrations came against a 
backdrop of increasing unrest 
over rising unemployment in 
the emirate and allegations of 
arbitrary arrests, both of 


which complaints have 
sparked scattered protests in 
recent days. 

Official statistics sav 15.000 
of the emirate’s 250,000 peo- 
ple are without employment 
while unofficial figures claim 
the figure is twice as high. 
Some 500,000 people live in 
the Gulf state, but half of 
them are expatriates, mainly 
Indians, Pakistanis and Filipi- 
nos. 

Although there are no offi- 
cial census figures, Shiites are 
believed to make up a major- 
ity of Bahrain’s population 


HER MAJESTY Queen 
Noor last week met in New 
York with United Nations 
Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali to discuss recent and 
upcoming global conferences 
to promote world develop- 
ment. as well as the necessity 
to enhance Arab participa- 
tion at international meet- 
ings. 

During a ceremony 
attended by Ismat Kittani. 
Nitin Desai* under-sccretary- 
general for Policy Coordina- 
tion and Sustainable De- 
velopment. Shaukat Farced, 
director of the Department of 
Humanitarian Affairs at the 
U.N., Garry Jacobs and 
Robert MacFarlane. Queen 
Noor presented, on behalf of 
the International Commis- 
sion of Peace and Food, the 
findings and recommenda- 
tions of the commission’s re- 
port. “Uncommon Opportu- 
nities; An Agenda for Peace 
and Equitable Develop- 
ment.” 

The Queen, a member of 
the ICPF since 1992, made a 
formal request that the re- 
commendations of the report 
be examined and considered 
by U.N. agencies and com- 
mittees. 

The Queen briefed the 
U.N. secretary general on the 
report’s theoretical 
framework, which presents 
an integrated and compre- 
hensive approach to develop- 
ment, synthesising political, 
economic, social, military, 
environmental and human 
issues, and focuses on the 
human being as the most 
valuable resource for de- 
velopment. 

The ICPF report calls for 
the strengthening of the U.N. 
peace-keeping and peace- 
making roles and the upgrad- 
ing of the prerogative and 
diplomatic status of the 
secretary general; and the 
democratisation of the Un- 
ited Nations system and its 
member states, citing strong 
evidence that democratic 
forms of government arc 
essential for lasting peace and 
social stability, human rights 
protection, "economic de- 
velopment and human wel- 
fare. 

The repon also argues that 
hunger is not the result of 
inadequate food production 
capacities, and regards agri- 
culture as a stage of develop- 
ment and an engine for indus- 
trialisation and economic 
growth. 

Queen Noor said that the 
recommendations of the 
ICPF were especially re- 
levant to Jordan and to the 
countries of the Middle East 
since the report proposes the 


utilisation of the region * 
military resources for de- --- 
vclopmem in the area. 

“The report shares Jor- 

dan's commitment to ba* 
weapons of mass destruction, 
to reduce defence spending 
and to promote strategics for 
regional economic integra- 
tion.” the Queen said. 

-We believe that the re- 
port’s recommendation* 
which are based on a wider 
theoretical framework of so- - 

dal development represeb* f 

useful and valuable perspec- 
tives for the Social Summit i* 
Cophenhagen in March 
1995," Queen Noor said. . 

Dr. Ghali, in turn, ack- 
nowledged the contribution 
of NGQs and welcomed the 
commission's report. The In- 
ternational Commission oa 
Peace and Food, founded ul 
1989. is an independent non- 
profit organisation of con- 
cerned scientists and profes- 
sionals working to develop ** 
practical strategies and prog- 
rammes to accelerate prog- 
ress, peace and political sta- 
bility in all countries, to en- 
sure" food security and job* 
for all. to promote human 
development and to formu- 
late strategies for the protec- 
tion of the environment. 

Queen Noor contributed to 
the report of the working 
group on strategies to 
accelerate human develop- 
ment and participated in the 
commission’s fifth plenary * 
meeting hdd in 1993. 

The Queen also met with i 
members of the ICPF in Am- J 
man, where she accepted a • 
proposal by the commission ■ 
that Jordan host a follow-up I 
meeting in 1995. The prop- ] 
osed conference wilt bring } 
together representatives or ! 
U.N. agencies and non- ! 
government organisations, a* ; 
well as participants from Ior- 
dan and the region. 





Accompanying Quce 
was Jordan s permi 
representative to the 
United Nations. Adnan Abu 
Odch. 

While in New York, the 
Queen also met with Dr. 
Noel Brown, director of the 
United Nations Environment^ 
Programme and Mr. Louis. 
D'Amatq. president of the 
International Institute for 
Peace Through Tourism. Mr. 

D’ Amato presented Quccil 
Noor with a maquette of the 
‘‘Tree of Life” in apprecia- 
tion of her efforts to develop 
travel and tourism to enhance 
international peace and 
understanding, advance de- 
velopment and promote en- 
vironmental awareness. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17:08 PoIIauards 

17:30 Un PourTous 

l&M Reportage 

I&30 Les Intrcpidcs 

19HW News in French 

19:15 Grands Galops 

1930 ... Harry and the Hendersons 
TQM Innovations 

2fe38 Quantum Leap 

21:10 Murder She Wrote 

22dW News in English 

2230 Feature film: “God Father” 
23£9 Major Dad 

PRAYER TIMES 

05:01 Fajr 

06:24 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:31 Dhuhr 

14:15 ‘Asr 

1&38 Maghreb 

1&01 ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary at Nazareth Church 
SwciBch, Tel. 818740 
Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

Sc. Joseph Church TcL 624590. 
Church of the Anamination TcL 
637440. 

De b SaQe Church Tel. 6617S7 
Temsascta Chorda Tel: 622366 


Church of the A n n umlaU op Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 630851, TcL 
628543. 

Armenian Catbofic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 
652526. 

Erangdcal Lutheran Church Tel: ‘ 
824328. 

Garman-apeakbig Evangelical Con- 
gregation Tel. 684195 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 
Church of Nazarene Tcl.675691. 
The EvangeBcal Local Church hi 
Amman 
TcL 811295 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by die Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

A depression win affect the 
Kingdom, thus temperatures arc 
expected to drop with winds be- 
coming southwesterly moderate to 
active. Rain is expected to fall in all 
parts of the Kingdom and skies 
doudy to partly cloudy. In Aqaba, 
scattered showers are expected, 
skies partly doudy. winds southerly 
moderate to active, and seas rough. 

Min -/Max. temp. 

Amman 4/9 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Aqaba 7/19 

Oesens 2 / 10 

Jordan Valley 7/18 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 13. Aqaba 22 Humidity 
readings: Amman 54 per cent. 
Aqaba 26 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Or. GfaafcbZswudcfc 736011 

Dr. Yousef Nasser 751144 

Dr. Khaldoun Asfour 666873 

Dr. Adnan Zaghloul 898140 

Fhas pharmacy 6619 12 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Ai Salam pharmacy ,. 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shine isani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy - 847632 

1RB1D: 

Dr. Akram M Omani 24S795 

Alquds pharmacy ... ( — ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Isa Al Omari 901266 

KhaHfefa pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Gvil Defence Dep ar t men t 661111 

Gvfi Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. 621 1 II. 637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PuMic Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 
Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

/directory assistance! 121 

Overseas Oils 010230 

Centra] Amman Telephone 

Repaid 623101 

AbdaU Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 n 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

_ . „ 815615 

Elcctnc Power 

Company 636381 


RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Aran 

L 644281/6 

Akueh Maternity. J. Amo, 

642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malbas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcsaai 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Ai-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, AbdaU 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

/tafias, Al-Mnhajrecn ... 777I0U3 
AJ-Bastnr.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Array. Marka „ 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

. (09)900560 

rbn Sma Hospital (09)986732 

Al HSana Modern Hospital (09)990990 
AND: 

Prinets* Basma Hospital <021275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)27227 5 

IboAJNafeesHojphal (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) inmnoation 
department at die Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Td. (OS}53200- 
S, where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

05:45 Jakarta, Singapore (RJ) 

•9:15 - Aqaba (RJ) 

•*48 New Delhi (RJ) 

•935 - Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

10:15 Beirut (RJ) 

l«5 - Colombo (RJ) 

15:00 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

16=5* Cairo (RJ) 

17:55 London. Berlin (RJ) 

17:55 Frankfurt (RJ) 

1S.-M Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

•fc» Vienna (OS) 

IS45 Rome, Laroacs (AZ) 


18:15 Dubai (EK) 

19M Sanaa (IY) 

19^5 Laraaca (CY) 

2«h28 Beirut (ME) 

21:55 Paris. Damascus (aF) 

22*0 Cairo (MS) 

22:45 London (BA) 

ZkOS Athens (O.A) 

Z3d» Amsterdam (KL) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


2*2* London (BA) 

®2s40 Athcnj(OA) 

HUAI RAILWAY TRAIN 


Dtp. Amman ... S:90 a.m. even Monday 
Arr. rWnmnH 5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dep- Danusoa 7:30a.m. even Sunday 
Art. Am man .... 5:0(1 p.m. every Sunday 

market prices 

Upper Iwcr prkv m Of per kg. 



0635 
07.-90 . 
11:15 
11:35 
11:4* 

Amsterdam. New York (Rj) 
Geneva. Madrid (Rj) 

Apple 

Banana 

Bnnanu (Mukammarl .. 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

•• 70CV500 
. 6M 
M0 
170 100 
... 2MM7U 

12:45 


Cauliflower 

Clamcminc .... . .. 
Cucumbers t large) 

Cucumbers! small I 

JNV 301) 

• max) 

. 400. 300 
*50 500 

33.-O0 

1*45 
ZtfcQS . 


2O-J0 



2SJV IN) 

Damascus (RJ) 

21a5 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Othmr Flight* (Tormina! 2) 

Grape Fruit 

Lemon 

Marrow (liugr) . 

Matte** twnalh 

Onion (greent 

Onion (drv) . . 

Orange . 

Pepper (hoo 
Pepper (sweet) .. 

• ?4» • 140 
2Ni ISO 
250.200 
4_V .tyn 

• 2NV ISO 

Lfc50. 
19:15. 
2*00 . 


.. 54 a 4o6 
420 ,to0 
4-n • tot* 
XV. 2on 
. 2tt) mo 

. )N0 


22.-00 . 


Potato ... 

23*0. 
23:59 . 


Radish 

Spinach . .|. 

Slone Beans. 
Tomato . 



• *41 • XV 
300 


Mr 


RsrnSHAflOMrs ^ 


tl 
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Waleed Howrani plays classics, ragtime 
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market PRICES 


AMMAN (J.T.) — World- 
renowned Lebanese pianist 
Waleed Howrani Friday 
night performed to a full- 
house at the Royal Cultural 
Centre during a recital orga- 
nised by the National Mnsic 
J Conservatory of the Noor A1 
Hussein Foundation, accord- 
ing' to' a Royal Court state- 
ment. 

This was Mr. Howrani’s 
second piano recital in the 
Kingdom, said the statement. 
His. Friday repertoire, the 
statement said, was drawn 
from pieces of Franz 
Schubert’s Sonata in A 
minor, On. 164, Frederic 
Chopin’s £rude: in E Sharp 


Minor, Op. 25 and Nocturne 
in D Flat Major, Op. 53 and 
Boghos Gelalian’s Sonata per 
Pianaforte. Mr. Howrani also 
played ragtime selections by 
Scott Joplin and James 
Johnson. 

Bom in New York in 1948, 
Mr. Howrani later moved to 
Beirut where he began his 
musical tutorship at the age 
of 13 under the late Soviet 
Armenian composer Aram 
Khachaturian. After graduat- 
ing with high distinction from 
the Central Music School in 
Moscow, Mr. Howrani 
obtained his master and post- . 
graduate degrees from the 
Tchaikovsky Conservatory 
where he studied with the 


celebrated pianists Yakov 
Zak and Emil Gilels. 

At the age of 18. be was 
awarded die Certificate of 
Honour at the Tchaikovsky 
International Piano Competi- 
tion arid two years later Mr. 
Howrani was awarded the 
Laureate at the Queen Eli- 
zabeth of Belgium competi- 
tion. 

The pianist has conducted 
concert tours in the former 
Soviet Union, Enrope, the 
Middle East, Canada and in 
over 100 dties in the U.S. 

The piano recital was held 
under the patronage of Her 
Royal Highness Princess Ghi- 
da Talal, the statement said. 


WHAT’S 
GOING 
ON 

V-T E N N E S E 
v WALTZES 

-& “A Night of Viennese 
.Waltzes** (including 
S t r a s. Die 
Ftafcrmaus, The Blue, 
TOitaubey Voices of. 
'Sprmg, and Tales Fronfjj 
^Vienna Woods) at Phi- 
-laddphia Hotel at 8:00 
p.m. 

ANNUAL 


*" 


Annual bazaar (in- 
cludes pastries, hand- 
icrafts, and gifts) at the 
Marriott Hotel at l(k30 
a-m. 


NOVEL RECITAL 

☆ Novel recital by Yousef 
Ghishan at the Phoenix 
Gallery for Culture and 
‘ Art at 6:30 p.m. 

FILMS 

& Film for children at 
4:00 pan. and anothek 
■ one for adults at 5:00 
•pan. at Goethe-InstiCut 
(tides not given). 

j LECTURE 

[Lecture (in Arabic) en- 
titled “Towards a New 
Perspective of Women” 
by Dr, Fahimah Sharaf 
;AI Din of Lebanon at 
Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation at 6:00 
p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

% ! 

r [Plastic art exhibition by 
, jLafla Kawash at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

Exhibition of paintings 
on leather by Iraqi artist 
^nltan Dabdub at the 
Phoenix Gallery for Cul- 
ture and Art. 


<r Painting and water col- 
ours exhibition by Suhail 
Ma’tooq at Bated na Art 
Gallery. 


TCC chief heads for Cairo talks 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Telecommunication Corporation 
Director General Walid Dweik Friday left for Cairo at the 
head of a delegation to take part in the 3rd meeting of the 
standing Arab committee on communications, which starts 
today. In a departure statement, Mr. Dweik said the 
committee will discuss the outcome of the Kioto Telecom- 
munications Conference, the International Conference for 
Developing Communications, the Middle East and Africa 
Telecommunications Forum and exhibition, the Euro- Arab 
dialogue on communications, arid GATF.^He'^nid a : - 
sub-commirtee on operations-will discuss thet£tef>fcofie%nd jr - 
telex Tates among Arab countries 


Regent calls for 
improved pensions 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince- Hassan, the Regent, 
Thursday called on the gov- 
ernment to reconsider the 
Pension Law with a view to 
improving pensions of retired 
servicemen and civil servants, 
in implementation of His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
directives. 

In a letter to Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali, 
Prince Hassan said, “I am 
conveying to you the desire 
of His Majesty King Hussein 
to amend the Military Pen- 
sion Law to ensure a digni- 
fied life for our retired ser- 
vicemen who were dedicated 
in their long years of service 


to the homeland and the na- 
tion, and who continuously 
sacrificed in the Kingdom's 
battle for existence and its 
“TOrts at nation-building. ” 
civil servants have 
served their country and peo- 
ple with dedication, so too 
have their military col- 
leagues, and it is our duty to 
improve their salaries upon 
retirement,” the Regent said. 

The Royal directive stems 
from King Hussein’s keen 
appreciation of the import- 
ance of _ work and improv ing 
productivity, in addition to 
the role played by the Jorda- 
nian Armed Forces in safe- 
guarding national develop- 
ment, the Crown Prince said. 


3 more political parties join 
the 8 opposed to peace treaty 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Three 
Jordanian parties, the Baath 
Progressive Party, the Jordan 
Democratic Progressive Par- 
ty and the Jordanian Consti- 
tutional Front, have joined 
tbe grouping of right other 
-parties opposed to the peace 
treaty with Israel, according 
to a statement issued Friday. 

In the statement the right 
parties declared their approv- 
al of the three other parties in 
joining the opposition, 
adding that representatives of 
all these groups held a dia- 
logue earner. 

The statement said that the 
move was a positive step, it 
orged all other political 


groups in Jordan to join in. 

Tbe original eight political 
parties, which have declared 
their opposition to capitula- 
tion and normalisation of re- 
lations with Israel are: the 
Jordanian Baath Socialist 
Party, the Islamic Action 
Front, tbe National Action 
Front, the Jordan Socialist 
Democratic Party, the Jordan 
Democratic People’s Party, 
the Jordanian Communist 
Party, the Jordan Democratic 
Arab Party and the Jordan 
Democratic People’s Union- 
ist Party. 

There are 23 registered 
political parties m the King- 
dom. 


Delegation returns from 
Hikmat A1 Masri funeral 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A de- 
legation of Parliament 
members, ministers and 
prominent Jordanian and 
Palestinian individuals 
Thursday returned to Am- 
man from Nablus after 
attending the funeral of 
Hikmat A1 Masri, a former 
minister who died Tuesday 
at the', age df 87* Acxordmg 
to ^epoty'^Ali AduI 
Raghc b, w h o -was among • 


tbe group, special arrange- 
ments were made for the 
delegation to cross into the 
West Bank and return the 
same day.. 

Thousands of moumeis 
from Gaza and the West 
Bank attended the funeral 
of the late Mr, Masri, uncle . 
of the: tower Ho use, Dep±i T . , 
ty 'and former Prime MinijF _ 
'ter Taber A1 Masri, 


Franco-Arab film 
new tendencies in 


festival to present 
region ’s cinema 


By Jennifer Hamarneh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Starting Sunday 
evening, the French embassy, 
in cooperation with the 
Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation, will present an 
array of contemporary 
Franco-Arab films from 
countries of the Mediterra- 
nean: Algeria, Morocco, 
Tunisia, France, Syria and 

Egypt * a- c . 

According to a French 
embassy spokesperson, this 
“cinema festival” is a first in 
Jordan and will include lec- 
tures, meetings and work- 
shops conducted by profes- 
sionals of diverse back- 
grounds. Most of these activi- 
ties, which will be conducted 
either at the French Cultural 
Centre in Jabal Luweibdeh or 
the Abdul Hameed Founda- 
tion hail in Jabal Amman, 
will precede the showing of 
the films. 

The organisers of the fes- 
tival believe that at a time 
when regional cooperation is 
witnessing important de- 
velopments in all fields, “the 
cultural sector must not lag 
behind.” Thus, the six films 
thev have chosen to present 
this’ week represent new ten- 
dencies in the modem cinema 
of the region. 

Egyptian director Yousn 
Nasrallah’s 1993 film “Mer- 
cedes” plunges his cast of 


Yousra, Zalri Abdet Wahab, 
Menba Batraoui and Magdi 
Kamel into a kettle of human 
emotions and principles. 

Romance at a Cairo cock- 
tail party later finds Warda 
with the child of an African 
diplomat.Warda is forced to 
marry an old and wealthy 
Egyptian to “save the family 
honour.” She names her son 
Nubi — he is not black but 
his features speak of his ori- 
gin. As a young man Nubi is 
restless, idealistic and is com- 
mitted to a psychiatric asy- 
lum. When released, he be- 
gins his quest for contact with 
reality and for those whom he 
eal fc his ’’real people, bis real 
family.” 

“The Extras” is a 1993 
Syrian production about 
ever-painful, ever-tempting 
“forbidden love.” Czech- 
educated Nabi Maleb. directs 
actors Samar Sami and Bas- 
sam Koussa in a tale about a 
young man who falls in love 
with a widow. Tired of meet- 
ing in public places, the cou- 
ple borrows a friend’s flat.' 
only to find that the oppres- 
sion outdoors still permeates 
their indoor “make-believe 
oasis of freedom.” 

“Youcef: The Legend of 
the Seventh Sleeper” takes 
its name and theme from a 
legend about seven men who 
fall asleep for three centuries 
and wake to the tremendous 
changes around them. In this 


1993 film, Director Moham- 
mad Cbouikh guides Youcef 
through his escape from an 
Algerian psychiatric ward, 
where as a former resistance 
fighter he believes himself to 
still be a prisoner of the 
French army. Youcef hides 
out in the bush, making short 
incursions into nearby farms 
and villages. But what be sees 
terrifies him — to Youcef, his 
countrymen have betrayed 
their cause. 

In “Cheb,” award-winning 
Algerian director Rachid 
Bouchareb recreates on 
screen the painful, “impossi- 
ble” challenge of a youth 
expelled from France, the 
country where he was raised, 
overnight finding himself in 
his native (but to him un- 
known) Algeria and forced 
into military service where 
again be is a foreigner. 
“Cheb,” produced in 1991 
was presented at the Cannes, 
Berlin, and Locarno film fes- 
tivals and represented Alger- 
ia at the Academy Awards. 

Director Nacer Khemir 
'utilises his renowned talents 
as a calligrapher in his 1991 
film “The Lost Necklace of 
the Dove.” In a dream-like 
mosaic of pictures, Hassan, 
the, hero of this French- 
Italian-T unisian production, 
is learning Arabic calligraphy 
at the height of the eleventh 
century Andalusian period. 
He is preoccupied with his 


pursuit of synonyms for the 
word love and dreaming ab- 
out the princess of Samar- 
kand. 

Moroccan-born director 
Mohammad Abdul Rahman 
Tazi’s lead character, Hadj 
Ben Moussam, divorces the 
favourite of his three wives, 
Houda, in a fit of jealousy 
involving a sheep merchant. 
Madly in love with Houda, 
and regretting bis action, 
Hadj Ben Moussam must fol- 
low Koranic law to win his 
sensual beauty back. Accor- 
dingly, Houda must marry 
and divorce another man be- 
fore Hadj Ben Moussam can 
remarry her. Mr. Tazi’s 
“Looking for the Husband of 
My Wife,” produced in 1993, 
tracks tbe great ordeal of this 
pursuit borne by an already 
jealous man. 

The organisers of tbe 
Franco-Arab Cinema Festiv- 
al hope that “in its own mod- 
est way,” this festival will 
“spawn a long series of simi- 
lar events and integrate this 
capital into the cinematogra- 
phy circuit of the region.” 

They admit that such an 
ambition depends on how 
much support this project can 
earn and on the response it 
will receive from the public, 
particularly from the younger 
segment of the population. 

AH films will be shown at 
the Concorde cinema in Am- 
man. 


1994 census concludes 
successfully —officials 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Thursday marked 
the completion of field work for 
Jordan's national census, and 
according to an official at die 
Department of Statistics, the 
five-day enumeration was 
deemed a success. 

“Everything went according to 
plan,” said Abdullah Abdelaziz 
Zcmbi, executive director of tbe 
1994 census. The department 
estimated that’ they should have 
surveyed approximately 625.000 
homes during the five-day cen- 
sus. _ 

In an interview with the Jor- 
dan Tunes, Dr. Zoubi said that 
field workers encountered few 
problems, although some. homes 
— 15-20 at best estimate — in the 
Kingdom remained uncounted as 
of Friday. 

This, he said, was because 
census takers were unable to 
locate some homes or people bad 
been unavailable to answer ques- 
tions. 

There were also refusals by 
some families to participate in 
the census. 

“We will be trying to locate 
these people this week, and we 
will try to convince the others to 
participate in tbe census,” he 
said. 

Although the department 
hosted a two-month census 
awareness campaign, emphasis- 
ing the importance of a census 
and attempting to allay public 
scepticism surrounding the cen- 
sus, many remained suspicious of 
the motives for the count given 


Jordan's new political situation. 

Most Jordanians are agreed on 
the necessity of a census in Jor- 
dan, but remain wary of its pur- 
pose given some of the census 
questions. 

Why, many are asking, is it 
necessary to know where parents 
and grandparents are from? And 
what constitutes a refugee? 
When I first heard about the 
census, I could understand that 
they do need to count the people 
here — it’s a government's right 
to know who is living within its 
borders,” said Muna Shami. a 
38-year-old teacher. “But when I 
beard the questions they were 
asking, I started to ask myself 
what is the purpose of this cen- 
sus?” 

Mrs. Shami is of Lebanese 
origin married to a Jordanian 
who is of West Bank, Palestinian 
origin, and is a displaced person 
of 1967. 

“Something I strongly dis- 
agreed with,” said Mrs. Shami. 
“is that in 1967, the West Bank 
was part of Jordan — you can’t 
call your own citizens refugees. 
Also, my children were born in 
Amman, but they consider them 
refugees from 1967.” 

“Maybe they need this in- 
formation to discuss the status of 
refugees in upcoming peace 
talks,’’ said one 49-year-old 
Jordanian of Palestinian origin, 
who wished to remain anony- 
mous. “But what is the purpose 
of knowing where my grandpa- 
rents are from? They are dead. 
Besides, I don't even know 
where they are from originally — 

I don't even know where my own 
mother was born.” 


Statistics department officials 
have consistently maintained 
that the only objective of the. 
census is to establish the number 
of inhabitants in each govemo- 
rate so as to facilitate policy-, 
making and planning in Jordan. * 

The census should shed light' 
on the population of the King- 
dom as well as provide informs- . 
lion about employment, educa- 
tion and other demographics. 

One family, however, said 
they did not recall being asked 
about their academic qualifica- 
tions or employment status. 

“They came to our house (on- 
Thursday),” said Sylvia Hairabe- . 
dian. ‘To be honest, they did noL 
ask us many questions other than, 
how many household members,' 
their ages and where they were 
born. They did not ask us about 
jobs or' anything, although I’ve' 
heard other people say that they 
have been asked those things.” 

Others have complained that 
other questions did not belong in. 
the census — for example, ques- 
tions regarding property own- 
ership and value — wondering 
why this information was re-' 
levant. 

Census questionnaires will be 
returned to the Department of 
Statistics during the next few 
days. According to Dr. Zoubi. . 
preliminary results from the cen- 
sus (number of people, age and . 
sex) will be available within the 
next 10 days, while the results of " 
November's 10 per cent popula- ~ 
lion sampling will be published in ' 
March. 

Results from the general cen- ■ 
sus. he said, will not be available . 
until October 1995. 


JB A chief blames bureaucracy for 
lower private sector performance 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Excessive 
bureaucracy and government 
intervention in private sector 
activities have bad adverse 
effects on the private sector’s 
performance in past years, 
charged Hamdi Tab baa, 
chairman of the Jordanian 
Businessmen's Association 
(JBA). 

In an address delivered at 
the Amman rotary club 
Thursday, Mr. Tab baa said 
government intervention jn 
pricing commodities. -ob- 
structed tbe mechanism of 
tye market's operations^ and- 
conflicting government re- 
solutions were mainly re- 
sponsible for confusion and 
market price fluctuations. 

Despite that central econo- 


mic policies are always obso- 
lete and of no help to the 
country's economy, the pri- 
vate sector seldom feels that 
the government is following a ' 
specifics and dear economic 
policy, Mr. Tabbaa said. 

The government simply 
announced general program- 
mes for development 
schemes, but although the 
private sector was responsi- 
ble for many of tbe projects, 
it also -had been { -sole(y en- 
trusted ^tkihelask of .fund-, 
ing these. Jchemes, added 
tabbaa. 

Referring to private sector 
activities since the 1950s, Mr. 
Tabbaa said this sector was 
primarily responsible for the 


creation of the country’s in- • 
dustry. 

Referring to privatisation, 
which he said was of para- * 
mount importance to the., 
country’s national economy. 
Mr. Tabbaa said that private 
corporations usually save sig- I 
nificantly in administrative , . 
expenses and stop waste - 
which is a regular feature of 
the public sector. 

He -sard privatisation im- 
proves performance, reduces 
government control and "in-.* 
tervention in economic sec- 
tors, develops the financial - 
market and encourages com- * ,* 
petition which leads to better 
quality products. 



THE FRENCH EMBASSY AND 
SHOMAN FOUNDATION 

have the pleasure to present 


THE FRANCO-ARAB FILM FESTIVAL 


AT CINEMA CONCORD 
18 - 23 December 1994, 8.30 p.m. 



Showing the following films : 


MERCEDES 
THE EXTRAS 
YOUCEF 
CHEB 


Yousry Nasrallah (Egypte/France) 

Nabil Maleh (Syria) 

Mohammed Chouikh (Algeria) 

Rachid Bouchareb (France/Algeria) 

THE LOST NECKLACE OF THE DOVE 

Nacer Khemir (France/Italy/Tunisia) 

IN SEARCH OF THE HUSBAND OF MY WIFE 

Mohammed Abdurrahman Tazi (Morocco) 

Price : 1 JD ONLY at the cinema entrance. 


18/12/94 

19/12/94 

20/12/94 

21/12/94 

22/12/94 

23/12/94 


f EXCLUSIVELY SHOWING “SHAHADOUN WA NOUBALA" 

AT CINEMA PHILADELPHIA SATURDAY 17/12/94 at 8.30 p.m. 
I in the presence of the director Asma BAKRI. 
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U.K. Conservatives trounced 
fey landslide in by- elections 


CAMBRIDGE, England (R) 
— Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor, reeling after his ruling 
Conservative were trounced 
in a parliamentary by- 
election. Friday conceded it 
was a very poor result and 
urged his bickering party to 
reunite behind him. 

In the biggest swing from 
the Conservatives to the 
Labour Party since 1935, 
Graham Postles polled less 
than a fifth of the votes in the 
central England seat of Dud- 
iey West, which had been 
held by Mr. Major's party for 
15 years. 

Voters swept Labour 
candidate Ian Pearson to vic- 
tory and sent a clear signal 
they were disillusioned by 
Conservative splits over 
Europe, tax rises and allega- 
tions of sleaze in Mr. Major's 
deeply unpopular govern- 
ment. 

The Conservatives suffered 
meltdown — only 7,706 peo- 
ple voted for the ruling party 
compared with 34,729 at the 
April 1992 general election. 
Labour’s vote held steady at 
28,400. 

Mr. Major, visiting a flag 


Wave of 

Japanese 

student 

suicides 

continues 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
police said Friday that the , 
number of deaths in a wave 
of student suicides had risen 
to five, despite appeals to 
bullied or troubled youngs- | 
ters to resisi the temptation 
to take their own life. 

A 14-year-old schoolboy 
hanged himself and a 13- 
year-old boy jumped in front 
of a moving train Thursday in 
Saitama prefecture, north of 
Tokyo, adding to a string of 
youth suicides which have 
shocked Japan. 

The deaths came only 
hours after a group of 
psychiatrists issued , a state- 
ment urging students not to 
copy three bullying victims 
who committed suicide over 
the past three weeks. 

The deaths, widely covered 
in the media, have triggered 
national soul-searching about 
bullying in Japan's tightly dis- 
ciplined school system and 
the victimisation of children 
who somehow stand out from 
the crowd. 

But local police quoted 
teachers, parents and class- 
mates of the two latest 
suicides as saying they could 
not think of any reason for 
their action. The 13-year-old 
boy left no suicide note, but 
the other student said in his 
note." this is an experiment 
to find out what will happen 
to me after death." 

“Although television prog- 
rammes reported a string of 
suicides as a result of bul- 
lying. mine is a mere ex- 
periment I would never kill 
myself because of bullying," 
the note said. 

The student's father told 
police his son had been read- 
ing a book explaining ways of 
committing suicide. 

“It is a critical situation," 
Hiroshi Tnamura, a psychiat- 
ry professor at Hitotsubashi 
University, told Reuters. It 
looks like the beginning of 
copycat suicides among stu- 
dents who are not involved in 
bullying or have any serious 
problem." 

Prof. Inamura, one of the 
psychiatrists who issued the 
statement, said the situation 
reminded him of a wave of 
suicides triggered by the 
suicide of a popular singer in 

1986 . 

"Teenagers tend to 

beautify and yearn for death, 
and massive media coverage 
of student suicides easily 
prompts them to follow 
media to stop covering them. 

If that is impassible, then 
they should report such news 
as calmly and simply as possi- 
ble.” 

The case which first drew 
media artsntion was that of 
Kiyoteru Okouchi. a 13-year- 
old who hanged himself leav- 
ing a note which said class- 
mates repeatedly dunked him 
in a nearby river and extorted 
more than $10,000 from him 
over a year. 

The shockwaves from the 
suicide spread as far as the 
government, prompting 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama to hold a special 
cabinet meeting to discuss 
schoolyard bullying. 

Following the meeting, the 
Education Ministry issued a 
formal directive urging 
teachers to crack down on 
bullying. 


factory in the eastern Eng- 
land town of Cambridge, told 
reporters: “It was a very poor 
result, but I think some good 
will come out of it.” 

“People within the party 
must now realise they must 
pull together towards the 
same end for the good of the 
country.” 

The Conservatives, at an 
all-time low in opinion polls, 
hope Britain's economic re- 
covery will convert into a 
“feel good factor” among vo- 
ters by the time the next 
general election is called 
some time before mid -1997. 

Mr. Major conceded the 
good news message was not 
getting through to ordinary 
Britons, still wary following 
the longest recession since 
the 1930s. 

“People can see the coun- 
try is doing much better, but 
they don't see that they and 
their families are benefiting,” 
he said. 

After a catastrophic month 
Mr. Major, prime minister 
since 1990, is now hoping the 
Christmas recess will give 
him a much needed chance to 
regroup before the new year. 


The Conservatives’ loss of 
the Dudley seat follows the 
ejection of eight conservative 
legislators from the par- 
liamentary party two weeks 
ago for refusing to back Mr. 
Major in a vote over increas- 
ing Britain’s payments to the 
European Union which he 
bad declared a matter of con- 
fidence. A ninth resigned. 

If these nine MPs returned 
to the Conservative fold, the 
party would now have a pre- 
carious 13-seat majority. 
These rebels helped Labour 
vote down a doubling of tax 
on home beating fuel last 
week, perhaps the worst de- 
feat suffered by Mr. Major. 

Dudley was the first par- 
liamentary by-election since 
Tony Blair took over as 
Labour leader in July, vow- 
ing to lead a new-look mod- 
erate party freed from its 
hardline Socialist past. 

Mr. Blair said the resound- 
ing victory showed the Con- 
servative agenda of the 1980s 
bad run its course and people 
were turning to Labour for 
new ideas. The Conservatives 
have been in power 15 years. 

“It's an extraordinary vic- 


tory. It’s a devastating defeat 
for the government,” he said. 
“It is a test, not just of how 
unpopular and discredited 
the government are, but also 
a test of ‘new labour'.” 

Speaking of a “bond of 
trust” between Labour and 
the nation, he said: “People 
are turning to our party and 
our ideas but I am not in any 
shape or form complacent... 
the agenda of the ‘80s may 
have run its course but peo- 
ple want an agenda for the 
1990s.” 

The 29 per cent swing to 
Labour was the biggest since 
1935 when Labour won a seat 
In Liverpool on a 30 per cent 
swing in a freak result after 
the intervention of a high- 
profile candidate standing as 
an independent Conserva- 
tive. 

The minority Liberal 
Democrats, who have won 
three by-elections since the 
last general election, fared 
poorly at Dudley, crushed by 
the enthusiasm of voters to 
vote for the candidate most 
likely to turn the Conserva- 
tives out. 


Uneasy peace reigns in 
contested Angolan town 


TJTGE, Angola (R) — Ango- 
lans ceasefire is hanging by a 
thread in the northern town 
of Uige where government 
troops are encamped just a 
grenade's throw away from 
their UNITA rebel foes. 

“We are at peace now,” 
said Joaquim Gonga, a gov- 
ernment soldier on the Uige 
perimeter, gesturing at a 
group of UNITA guards 100 
metres away. “They are our 
brothers.” 

But when asked to accom- 
pany journalists across the 
no-man’s land, Gonga re- 
fused. 

“No way in the world," he 
said. “You can be sure if I go 
up there I will not come 
back.” 

UNITA rebels snrround 
the town which government 
troops captured; from them- 
last month as part of a broad 
offensive apparently ajmed at 
gaining' control of as much 
territory as possible ahead of 
the ceasefire signed in Lusa- 
ka on Nov. 20. 

“I am personally worried 
about the situation in Uige,” 
General Chris Garuba, the 
chief U.N. military officer in 
Angola, said this week. 
“Both sides are in too close 
contact ... this is very pro- 
vocative.” 

Gen. Garuba heads about 
80 U.N. observers who are 
monitoring the ceasefire. 
Their numbers are due to 
increase to about 500 by next 
month. 

Si x young government sol- 
diers sheltering from the rain 
under a mango tree in Uige 
said they did not expect more 


fighting. 

“Our orders are not to 
attack anybody,” one said. 
“We do not think there will 
be an offensive here." 

But Brigadier Joaquim 
Tchiloya, commander of gov- 
ernment forces in the north- 
ern military region, issued a 
veiled warning to the rebel 
movement of Jonas Savimbi 
which still controls road ac- 
cess to Uige and the town of 
Negage, 35 kilometres away. 

“UNITA will keep Negage 
if they behave themselves but 
if they do not behave then 
they mil see what happens. If 
there was no ceasefire they 
would have lost Negage too,” 
Brig. Tchiloya said. 

He said the government 
offensive ahead of the cease- 
fire, which captured the UN- | 
TTA^headqumtere of Huanr-r 
bo, had improved the chancsi 
of lasting peace after nearly ~ 
20 years of civil war. 

“In any game there are 
winners and losers,” he said. 

“The game finishes, and 
somebody is the winner. UN- 
ITA controlled three- 
quarters of Angola. Now 
what do they have?” 

The head of the U.N. 
monitoring team in Uige, 
Colonel Luther Laui-ia of 
Argentina, said there had 
been skirmishes but no se- 
rious clashes around the town 
in the last fortnight. 

“There is always friction 
because the two sides are so 
dose," he said. “The situa- 
tion is not very dear. UNITA 
has always wanted Uige but I 
do not think anything is ab- 
out to happen." 


Bhutto vows to fight 
Karachi ‘mini-insurgency’ 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto said 
Friday that Pakistan was fac- 
ing a “mini-insurgency” in its 
commercial capital, Karachi, 
and vowed her government 
would fight terrorists at all 
costs. 

“There is a mini- 
insurgency in Karachi, there 
is guerrilla warfare and we 
should realise this," Ms. 
Bhutto told a news confer- 
ence at Islamabad Airport 
after returning from a three- 
day Islamic summit meeting 
in Casablanca. 

“We know the designs of 
terrorists roaming in 
Karachi,” she said. “They 


are against Pakistan’s unity 
and we will fight them at all 
costs.” 

At least 109 people have 
been killed in Karachi in the 
past 15 days. Violence esca- 
lated after the government 
withdrew troop from the tity 
after two and half years of 
law-enforcement duties. 

Gunmen killed 13 people 
and wounded 27 in different 
areas of Karachi Thursday. 

Ms. Bhutto said her gov- 
ernment would seek to build 
up the civil administration 
and also take “political and 
economic measures to solve 
people's basic problems.” 


Pakistan claims diplomatic 
victory over Kashmir 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto said 
Friday that Pakistan had won 
a major, diplomatic victory in 
its dispute with India over 
Kashmir at an Islamic summit 
meeting this week in Casab- 
lanca. 

She told a news conference 
on returning home from the 
three-day meeting of the 52- 
member Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC) 
that a declaration of support 
adopted Thursday had “in- 
ternationalised” the Kashmir 
issue and brought it to the 
mainstream of the Muslim 
World. 

The declaration backed a 
peaceful and political solu- 
tion in Kashmir based on 
long-standing U.N. resolu- 
tions, which call for a plebis- 
cite in the Himalayan region, 
where India is fighting a four- 


year-old Muslim separatist 
revolt. 

Ms. Bhutto called the dec- 
laration “an historic achieve- 
ment.” 

“We think it will streng- 
then the Kashmiri people’s 
movement. It has been inter- 
nationalised to the extent 
that India’s efforts to localise 
or bilateralise have been nul- 
lified forever.” 

New Delhi, which rules 
' .two-thirds of Kashmir, re- 
gards the former princely 
state as an integral part of the 
Indian union and is ready 
only for bilateral talks with 
Islamabad, which controls 
the remaining third. 

But Islamabad says the 
predominantly Muslim Kash- 
- miris must decide in the 
U.N.-mandated plebiscite 
whether to join Islamic Pakis- 
tan or secular bat Hindu- 
majority India. 



U.S. Vice President AJ Gore (left) and Russian American Commission on Economic and Tech- 
Prime Minister Viktor Cheroomjrdta duke nological Cooperation in Moscow (AFP 
hands prior to the fourth meeting of Russian- photo) 

GorerTalks with Yeltsin ‘productive’ 


China 
sentences 

10 activists 
to up to 
20 years 

BEIJING (R) — A Beijing 
court Friday passed China’s 
harshest sentences against 
political activists for several 
years, jailing nine dissidents 
for terms ranging from three 
to 20 years. 

The sentences were among 
the heaviest meted out to 
political dissidents since the 
nationwide purge that fol- 
lowed the bloody army sup- 
pression of student-led pro- 
democracy demonstrations m 
Beijing’s Tiananmen Square 
on June 4, 1989. 

The Beijing Intermediate 
.People’s Court in the district 
; of B a baoshan Serite need nine 
-politicaliactivistsfo jail 'terms ■ 

*for “counter-revolutionary" 
crimes, or subversion, drop- 
ped charges against five and 
placed one under supervision 
fOT two years. 

“They are innocent,” 
raged a relative of one of 
those sentenced. “Judging 
from the facts in the bill of 
indictment they are innocent. 

I am so angry. We never 
expected the sentence to be 
this heavy.” 

Hu Shigen, a 39-year-old 
lecturer at the Beijing lan- 
guages institute, received the 
heaviest sentence of 20 years 
on charges of heading a 
counter-revolutionary group 
and “spreading counter- 
revolutionary propaganda,” 
the verdict said. 

Dozens of police guarded 
the two doors to the court 
and relatives of those in- 
dicted were barred from the 
courtroom. 

Presiding Judge Wang 
Huiqing later emerged ana 
read out the sentences while 
those convicted were whisked 
to prison thorough a back 
door. 

Ail those sentenced plan- 
ned to appeal, relatives said. 

“Perhaps they are sending 
a warning to anyone con- 
sidering using Mr. Deng’s 
death to launch a protest 
against the Communist Par- 
ty,” a diplomat said. 

Paramount leader Deng 
Xiaoping is 90 years old. 

Kang Ynchun, 30, a doc- 
tor, was sentenced to 17 years 
on the same two charges as 
Mr. Hu. Mr. Liu Jingsheng, Gar 

40, a chemical-factory work- govt 

er, was jailed for 15 years on ‘1 
the same charges. Mr. Liu pori 

and Mr. Hu have already spet 

appealed, relatives said. civil 

Wang Guoqi, aged 32 and can 

unemployed, was jailed for Fre< 

11 years for leading a Beti 

counter-revolutionary group, coni 

"'“They (the sentences) are Fi 

appallingly severe,” said itsel 

.Robin Munro, Hong Kong prol 

director of Human Rights ptn 

Watch/Asia. “The severe righ 

level of the sentencing says... nati 

don’t even think of engaging It 

in even peaceful dissent.” of t] 

The court passed five-year mal 

terms on Lu Zb [gang, a 26- systi 

year-old law student from elec 

Beijing University, along peti: 

with Chen Wei, 25, unem- But 

ployed Zhang Chunzhu, 42, wori 

and Wang Tiancheng, 30, a in < 

law lecturer at Beijing Uni- that 

versity for spreading counter- “pai 

revolutionary propaganda cate 

and actively taking part in a are t 

counter-revolutionary group, deni 

The defendants were It 

arrested in May and June, Kar 

1992, for allegedly foiming or the 

joining three underground fron 

dissident groups and writing tber 

and printing political leaflets, sosti 


MOSCOW (AFP) — U.S. 
Vice President A1 Gore said 
here Friday be had had “full 
and productive” talks with 
Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin on the future of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO). 

Mr. Gore, on a three-day 
visit here, visited Mr. Yeltsin 
in the Kremlin hospital where 
the Russian leader has been 
recovering from minor nasal 
surgery since last Saturday. 

He said a meeting would 
be held in January between 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev and U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher to discuss U.S.- 
Russian relations. But Mr. 
Gore did not say where it 
would take place. 

In a joint press conference 
Friday with Russian Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomy- 
rdin, the U.S. vice president 


said bilateral relations were 
“strong, dynamic and firmly 
on trade.” 

Mr. Cheraomyrdm said: “I 
have all die reasons for a 
certain sense of satisfaction.” 

Mr. Gore is making the 
first high-level visit here by a 
U.S. official since a rift ear- 
lier this month between Mos- 
cow and Washington over 
plans to expand NATO east- 
wards . 

After meeting Mr. Yeltsin, 
Mr. Gore said only they had 
had “full and productive dis- 
cussion about the future of 
NATO,” but gave no details. 

He said Mr. Yeltsin “looks 
healthy, he looks good.” 

Following surgery, Mr- 
Yeltsin has not made any 
public statements for the last 
week during which Russian 
troops have become 
embroiled in battles with 
secessionists in the small 


Caucasus Republic of 
Chechenya. 

Mr. Yeltsin jolted world 
leaders last week when he 
told an international confer- 
ence the United States was 
isolating Russia by inviting 
Eastern European states to 
join NATO, which would 
bring NATO to the borders 
of Russia. 

Meanwhile a bomb alert 
forced the wife of U.S. Vice 
President A1 Gore to cancel a 
visit to Moscow school Fri- 
day, ITAR-TASS reported. 

Tipper GoTe, who is 
accompanying her husband 
on a three-day tour here, 
cancelled her: appearance at 
School Number 1,234 after 
an anonymous telephone cal- 
ler announced that a bomb 
had been planted there. 

The school was immediate- 
ly evacuated and police sear- 
died the premises. 


Clinton spokeswoman to quit at year-end 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
White House Press Secretary 
Dee Dee Myers has formally 
notified U.S. President Bill 
Clinton she will leave her job 
at the end of the year, the 
Washington Post reported 
Friday. 

The paper quoted Mr. 
Myers as saying her last day 
would be Dec. 31, but she 
would leave the White House 
next week for Christmas with 
her family and would not 
return. 

Ms. Myers told the paper 
she had not dedded what she 


would do next, although she 
had held discussions on 
several job offers. 

Ms. Myers, the first 
woman to hold the presti- 
gious White House post, 
most likely will be replaced 
by State Department spokes- 
man Michael McCurry, the 
paper said, quoting annamed 
sources. 

Ms. Myers' decision to 
leave the White House fol- 
lows a foiled attempt,', by 
Chief of Staff Leon Panetta 
earlier this year to replace 


her as part of a staff over- 
haul. 

It also comes on the heels 
of a series of other recent 
departures from the White 
House, including the resigna- 
tion earlier this month of 
Treasury Secretary Lloyd 
Bentsen and the firing last 
week of Surgeon General 
Joycelyn Elders. 

Agricnlture Secretary 
Mike Espy will also leave the 
administration on Dec. 31, 
and there have been rumours 
of other shifts in the cabinet. 


Portuguese government faces crisis 


LISBON (R) r— -Portugal Te- 
etered on the brink of a 
political crisis Friday as 
Prime Minister Anibal Cava- 
co Silva refused to say public- 
ly whether he would lead die 
ruling centre-right Social 
Democrat Parly (PSD) into 
1995 elections. 

Political sources and the 
Portuguese media say Mr. 
Cavaco, an austere and re- 
spected economist who has 
led Portugal with a firm hand 
for the past nine years, is 
angry over a series of scan- 
dals that have dogged his 
party in recent months and is 
keen to quit. 

“Cavaco is on the way 


out^tbe Lisbon daily. PfitSlf- 
co said in a banner front page 
headline Friday. 

Bat Cavaco Silva, who is 
due to address a crucial meet- 
ing of the PSD’s National 
Council Saturday, declined to 
comment Friday about his 
political future. 

He did not answer when 
Reuters asked him whether 
be would lead the PSD into 
the next parliamentary elec- 
tions, due in October 1995. 

Mr. Cavaco SQva, 55, also 
refused to say when he would 
reveal his political ambitions 
when questioned on the side- 
lines of a ministerial confer- 
ence to sign tiie European 


energy" charter. 
Publico auoti 


Publico quoted party and 
government sources as saying 
be would stay on as prime 
minister until the next elec- 
tions, but would then return 
to being a university profes- 
sor. 

The report followed weeks 
of speculation that Mr. Cava- 
oo would run for the pres- 
idency when his arch-rival, 
veteran socialist leader Mario 
Soares, steps down in 1996. 

Political skirmishing be- 
tween the two men readied a 
new dimax this month when 
Mr. Soares voted the reap- 
pointment of the head of the 
air force. 


Democracies are on rise but most 
people are not free, report says 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
□umber of democracies has 
doubled over the past two 
decades but most of the 
world's population still live in 
lands where liberties are li- 
mited or denied, a U.S. hu- 
man rights group reported 
Thursday. 

The Freedom House 1994 
report tallied 114 democra- 
cies — the largest number in 
history and up seven from 
last year. The new entries are 
Haiti, South Africa, Ukraine, 
Mozambique, Malawi, 
Guinea-Bissau and Palau. 

Only western Africa’s 
Gambia lost its democratic 
government this year. 

“Last year we had to re- 
port a dramatic drop in re- 
spect for political rights and 
civil liberties. This year we 
can report modest gains,” 
Freedom House Chairwoman 
Bette Bao Lord told a news 
conference. 

Freedom House describes 
itself as a non-partisan, non- 
profit and non-governmental 
group that monitors political 
rights and civil liberties in 191 
nations and 58 territories. 

Its survey said 60 per cent 
of the countries are now for- 
mal democracies, defined as 
systems where people freely 
elect authorities among com- 
peting groups or indhaduals. 
But a vast majority of the 
worid’s population still lives 
in countries and territories 
that fall in Freedom House's 
“partially free” or “not free” 
categories, where basic rights 
are either curtailed for simply 
denied. 

Its president, Adrian 
Karatnycky, said that despite 
the opportunities arising 
from the end of the cold war, 
there is little evidence of a 
sustained global push toward 


societies that provide strong 
protection for those rights. 

“Freedom continues to 
elude the vast majority of the 
world's people, with nearly 
40 per cent living in partly 
free states and 40 per cent 
living in not free states," he 
said. 

The nominal increase of 
democracies is also offset by 
a rise in the number of coun- 
tries at risk of slipping back. 

. Mr. Karatnycky listed 
ethnic and sectarian strife, 
government corruption, ex- 
cessive military and oligar- 
chic influence and foreign 
destabilisation attempts as 
some of the major threats 
facing fledgling democracies. 

Bosnia was singled out as a 
typical case where a govern- 
ment cannot guarantee its 
citizens’ basic rights due to 
the war between Muslim and 
Serb groups. 

Freedom House noted that 
former Soviet Bloc countries 
like Russia, Ukraine and 
Romania had advanced in 
their transition to democracy 
but warned that they still 
risked regressing. 

“These countries have 
made substantial progress to- 
ward the expansion of free- 
dom but they have not yet 
crossed the threshold and risk 
slipping back,” Mr. Karat- 
nycky said. 

Government corruption 
and the influence of drug 
cartels were cited as major 
threats for Latin American 
democracies. 

Singled out in the survey 
were Brazil, Colombia, the 
Dominican Republic, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Pana- 
guay and Venezuela, all of 
which were rated as “partial- 
ly free.” 


“The leaders who attended 
last weekend’s summit of the 
Americas would have us be- 
lieve otherwise, but the fact is 
that only three countries in 
Latin America have firmly 
established rule of law: Costa 
Rica, Chile and Uruguay,” 
said Freedom House’s Latin 
America expert, Douglas 
Payne. 

At the bottom of the 
group’s rating were 21 coun- 
tries and six territories where 
basic rights suffered the most 
abuses. 

Thar list included Afgha- 
nistan, Algeria, Angola, 
Bhutan, Burma. China. 
Cuba, Equatorial Guinea, 
Iraq, Libya, Mauritania, 
North Korea. Rwanda, Saudi 
Arabia, Somalia, Sudan, 
Syria, Tajikistan, Turkmenis- 
tan, Uzbekistan and Viet- 
nam. 

Sudan was deemed the 
worst offender. Iraq was a 
close second, followed by 
North Korea. 

Freedom House argued 
that strengthening emerging 
democracies should be a focal 
point of U.S. aid policy, as 
well as countries' respect for 
human rights and liberties. 

Mf. Karatnycky said there 
was no reason to dole out 
U.S. taxpayers’ money to 
help Indonesia’s one-party 
state or Peruvian President 
Alberto Fujimori, who dosed 
down a democratically 
elected Congress in 1992, or 
Mauritania, which condones 
slave labour. 

“A country like Kenya, 
which has a military dicta- 
torship, is due to receive $40 
million in assistance this year, 
which is more than the entire 
budget of the U.S. National 
endowment for Democracy, " 
he added. 


Indian doctors 
hope music will 
help ex-president 

NEW DELHI (R) — Doc- 
tors have placed earphones 
on former Indian President 
Zail Smgh hoping Sildb spir- 
itual muse might hclp mm 
recover from critical injuries 
received in a car accident last 
month. Dr. Pianola Chari 
told the Press Trust of India 
the earphones, attached to a 
portable Walkman cassette 
recorder, were placed on Mr. 
Singh Tuesday in hopes the 
continuous music would help 
him recover. India's, only 
Sikh head of state, Mr. 
Singh, 78. was president from 
1982 to 1987 during a violent 
revolt by members of his Sikh 
religion. His condition has 
deteriorated past days and he 
has not responded to verbal 
requests for three days. Dr. 
Chari said the former presi- 
dent had begun moving his 
eyes since the earphones 
playing cassettes of Sukh- 
mani Sahib, traditional Sikh 
spiritual music, were placed 
on him. 

Zimbabwe IMP: 
Condon use plot 
against Africans 

HARARE (R) — A female 
member of Zimbabwe's par- 
liament has said campaigns 
urging the use of condoms 
and other contraceptives 
were a plot by developed 
nations to wipe out Africans. 
“Condoms and contracep- 
tives are a way of wiping out 
Africans. Africa is not over- 
populated,” legislator Ruth 
Orinamano told the house 
Thursday night during free 
debate ahead of the Christ- 
mas and New Year holidays. 
“Whites want blacks to be 
less,” she said. “Every action 
by developed countries since 
the days of slavery was for 
their own economic gain. We 
should view foreign prescrip- 
tion with suspicion.” Ms. 
Chinamano, an outspoken 
member of President Robert 
Mugabe’s ruling party,' urged 
Zimbabwean women “never 
to be deceived to have few 
children because they will 
lose their marriages.” 

Minister jumps 
into harbour in 
ucyderwear to win - ’ 
bet = 

BONN (AFP) — ' German., 
Labour Minister Norbert 
Biuem jumped into a Greek 
harbour in his underwear in 
order to win a bet after drink- 
ing several glasses of ouzo, 
the minister’s office said. The 
daily tabloid Bild reported 
that Mr. Biuem, 59, went on 
a cruise last Saturday near 
Athens after meeting with his 
Greek counterpart Yannis 
Skoularikis and then dined at 
a tavern with' one of his 
associates who dared him to 
jump into the water for 80 
German marks. Bild said the 
minister, who had downed a - 
few glasses of ouzo, the 
Greek anisette drink, 
accepted the bet and pro- 
ceeded to take his pants and 
shirts off before jumping into 
the water and making a few 
breaststrokes before an ap- 
plauding audience. 

City lights too 
much for wild boar 

BIENNE, Switzerland (AFP) 

— A wild boar that wandered 
into the centre of this western 
Swiss town panicked and 
charged an 82-year-old man 
before a game keeper shot 
and killed the animal, press 
reports said Friday. Walter 
Gilgen said he had been 
walking to his doctor's office^ 
when something ploughed w 
into him from behind. Turn- 
ing around he found himself 
facing a young, 70-kilgramme 
(154 pound) wild boar, who 
charged again then bit the 
man in the leg. Mr. Gilgen 
somehow managed to luck 
off the beast which ran away. 
Police and a game keeper, 
alerted by this time, tracked 
it down in a courtyard where 
it was shot. The gamekeeper 
said it had apparently been 
hit by a car after straying out 
of the forest, making it parti- 
cularly aggressive. Mr. 
Gilgen was home again after 
being treated at hospital. 

China to build 
160 kg gold 
Buddha statue 

BEUING (R) — China is to 
use 160 kg of gold, 10 kg of 
platinum and 60 kg of stiver 
to create a gem-encrusted 
statue of Buddha next year, 
the Xinhua News Agency 
said. It said the 2.8 metre 
high statue would be crafted 
by the Jinsheng Jewellery Co. 
and the Royal Jewellery and 
Arts Co. of the southern 
boom town of Shenzhen 
under the auspices of the - 
Bureau of Religious Affairs, 
the State Council (cabinet) 
and tiie People’s Bank of 
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Europeans approve big probe on origin of universe 

rtr..mr A cn \ rur... • . __ . 


GENEVA (R) ~ Officials 
from 19 European countries 
Friday approved construction 
of a S2 billion particle 
accelerator that scientists 
hope will unlock secrets of 
the origin of the universe. 

The decision by the Coun- 
cil of Cem, the European 
laboratory for panicle phy- 
sics, ended a bitter six-month 
row over the cost of the 
world's largest project of its 


type since the United States 
abandoned a similar prog- 
ramme. . & 

Cem’s member states had 
been due to approve building 
of the accelerator, the large 
hadron collider (LHC), ear- 
lier this year but it was block- 
ed by Germany and Britain 
who wanted to ensure costs 
did not spiral out of control. 

When completed, the pro- 


ject will allow scientists to 
recreate conditions identical 
to those at the time of the 
“big bang” when the universe 
came into existence. 

Under a compromise plan, 
Cem’s budget will be frozen 
until 1998 and severely cap- 
ped in the following 10 years. 

The LHC will be built in two 
stages by leaving out some of 
the costly super-conductor 


magnets which give it its pow- 
er. 

Cern Director-General 
Clive Llewellyn-Smitb con- 
ceded that the two-stage op- 
tion would delay some 
cutting-edge research. But af- 
ter delegates approved the 
compromise by acclamation 
he said the decision ensured 
the future for particle physics 
and for Cem. 
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Czechs, Russia in secret nuclear deal — Greenpeace 


ChfU‘i to LHi' — 

?<;o 


PRAGUE (R) — The Czech 
Republic and Russia have 
struck a secret nuclear repro- 
cessing deal under which Pra- 
gue will receive plutonium in 
breach of international 
treaties, the environmental 
group Greenpeace said Fri- 
day. 

Greenpeace released 
copies of what it said was a 
contract signed by Czech Fi- 
nance Minister Ivan Kocar- 
nik and representatives of the 
Russian government on Dec. 
4. 

Under the contract, the 
Czechs would send nuclear 
waste to Russia, where it 


would be reprocessed. Pro- 
ducts from this reprocessing, 
including plutonium and 
radioactive waste, would be 
sent back to' the Czech Re- 
public. 

Greenpeace spokesman 
Petr Hlobil said the Russian- 
language contract had been 
leaked to its Moscow office. 
“In our view, it (the deal) is 
illegal and the contract 
should be immediately re- 
jected," he told a news con- 
ference. 

Officials at the Czech Fi- 
nance Ministry were not im - 
m e diately available for com- 
ment. 


Mr. Hlobil said that the 
deal flouted international 
agreements, notably the nuc- 
1 ear non-proliferation treaty 
(NPT), a 1970 accord de- 
signed to prev en t the spread 
of nuclear weapons. 

The Contract did not 
make clear whether the 
tonium would be 
weapons grade. 

“It’s not, mentioned in the 
document whether it is en- 
riched or not. That would 
depend on (other) specific 
agreements between the two 
sides,” said Akaumdr Knorr 
of Greenpeace Moscow, who 
also attended the news con- 


ference. 

The Czech Republic inher- 
ited a nuclear power prog- 
ramme from the Communist 
government which fell in 
1989. 

Prague has refused to halt 
the programme despite inter- 
national concerns about the 
safety of the Soviet-designed 
nuclear plants which are 
already operating or are 
under construction. 

Scrapping the nuclear 
programme would force the 
country to burn more brown 
coal, which inflicts severe en- 
vironmental damage due to 
its high sulphur content. 


Delors says decision was tough but irrevocable 
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PARIS (Agencies) — Euro- 
Commission President 
Delors said Friday 
ion not to ran for the 
French presidency was diffi- 
.cnh but irrevocable, and be 
rejected criticism by Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand. 

Interviewed on France- 
Inter radio, Mr. Delors said 
he would support whoever 
the Socialist Partv chose as its 
candidate for the election 
next April and May, pro- 
vided they wanted hzs help. 

“If they say, Mr. Delors, 
you’re not a candidate. Be 
quiet,’ then I will be quiet,” 
he said. 

Asked if he would recon- 
sider his decision if there 
woe a big campaign to draft 
him, Mr. Delors said: “No, 
that would look messy. No, 
whatever happens. Thme will 
be no momentum... Many 
people are happy that Tm not 
running. life goes on, you 
know.” 

■ He hst’b ack at Mr. Mrtter- - 
rancTs veiled criticism that it : 
took tenacity and patience ^ 
change society, and it was 
easier to stay popular by re- 
coiling on uie threshold of 
power. 

“The balance sheet of ray 
10 years (in Brussels) is 
.mixed, but if there is one 
’’thing nobody has ever ac- 
cused me of, it is lacking 
tenacity and obstinacy,” Mr. 
Delors said. 

He added that he had 
learned a lesson in political 
strategy from Mr. Mitterrand 
in die 1970s “so I am not 
suspect on that account.” 

The 69-year-old EU chief 
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. .. that after leaving 
Jrussels next month he 
would “demonstrate for a' 40- 
hour week for myself” after i 
working a 100-hour week for 
the last decade. 

Asked if he did not regret 
his decision, given his ambi- 
tions to shake up society, Mr. 
Delors said: ‘To get elected, 
you are forced to make con- 
cessions on die edges. So you 
can’t play all roles.” 

Mr. Delors Friday criti- 
cised conservative presiden- 
tial hopeful Jacques Chirac 
for changing bis spots on 
Europe. 

“Had I been a candidate, 
other candidates, in order to 
occupy the political field, 
would have recalled that 
one in two French 
>ple voted against the 
lit Treaty (on greater 
European Union) and would 
have sought to seize those 
votes,” he told Fiance-Inter 
radio. .... 

But “as of the day when ' 
Tm no longer there, some 
people want to occupy the 
pro-European space. That’s 
pure electoral tactics,” he 
said, referring to Paris Mayor 
and Rally For the Republic 
leader Chirac who has 
sjxiken out against the Maas- 
tricht Treaty. 

Mr. Chirac Thursday met 
with German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl, assuring him 
he wanted to put a Franco- 
German entente to work in 
developing European unity if 
he is elected. 

“The chancellor has the 
conception of a more federal 


Europe, in France we do not 
have the same culture, the 
game interests, but I am con- 
vinced that we can reach an 
accord,” Mr. Chirac said. 

T came to assure myself 
that there is enough flexibil- 
ity in the German position 
and to say that there is flex- 
ibility in tiie French posi- 
tion,” he added. 

German commentators 
have expressed concern that 
the neo-Gaullist Paris mayor 
has views which do not coin- 
cide with Mr. Kohl's vision of 
Europe. 

Hie chancellor himself had 
scarcely hidden his prefer- 
ence for Mr. Delors as the 
next French bead of state to 
succeed Francois Mitterrand 
in die spring. 

Mr. Chirac’s Bonn visit 
was preceded by an article for 
Le Monde newspaper in 
which he said France and 
Germany must “deepen then- 
entente and together build a 
joint project for" Einrigel” 

“Every candidate ^for the 
presidential election must 
make kneftm his conception 
and his vision of Franco- 
Gennan relations over the 
years ahead,” Mr. Chirac 
wrote in Le Monde. 

Meanwhile, it has been a 
disastrous week for France’s 
non-Communist left-wing, 
which could take years, or 
even a decade, to recover. 

It must now go into next 
year’s presidential election 
almost naked after the with- 
drawal of Mr. Delors and 
ex-Premier Michel Rocard 
and the fall of populist vote- 
getter Bernard Tapie. 


In a mere five days, the 
leftist bloc that Socialist Pres- 
ident Francois Mitterrand led 
to power in 1981 imploded. 
Opinion polls now suggest it 
may not even have a candi- 
date in the presidential run- 
off second ballot next May. 

Opinion polls suggest that 
of me remaining potential 
left-wing contenders, only 
former Cnltnre Minister Jack 
Lang, popular among the 
young, has significant sup- 
port 

But many Socialists feel 
that after the scandals of the 
Mitterrand era, the flam- 
boyant Lang, stripped of his 
seat in parliament last year 
for campaign overspending, 
may be too flashy for the 
role. He also lacks economic 
or foreign policy weight- 

Socialist leaders are talking 
instead of dusting off a “mor- 
al figure” such as former 
Justice Minister Robert 
B a dinner, exJEducation 
Mmi&Sr^onerfospfo onfor- 
mer Defence Minister Pierre 
Jowf as 1 symbolic 

candidate. 

- All three are intellectuals 
with impeccable ethkals 
credentials but without the 
charisma, economic credibil- 
ity or common touch to 
attract a broad electorate. 

One possible candidate 
with plenty of government 
experience is former Prune 
Minister Pierre Mauroy, but 
he is probably too associated 
with the tax-and-spend poli- 
cies and nationalisations of 
tire early Mitterrand years to 
have wide appeal. 


Battle of the Bulge remembered on icy hilltop 

BASTOGNE, Belgium (R) 

— • Gathered at a hilltop 
memorial swept by an icy 
wind, American veterans 
who faced Hi tiler’s last great 
offensive in the west marked 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Battle of the Bulge Friday. 

The 1994 winter onslaught 
in the thickly wooded Arden- 
nes region in southern Bel- 
gium was one of the bloodiest 
battles of World II, pitting 
crack German armoured divi- 
sions against unprepared and 
thinly spread U.S. defenders. 

“You fought m bitter ice 
cold weather like today. You 
^remonstrated tanks run on 
gas but infantrymen run on 
guts,” NATO’s commander 
in Europe, U.S. General 
George Joulwan, told assem- 
bled veterans — Belgians as 
well as Americans. 

Belgium’s King Albert and 
U.S. Ambassador to the Un- 
ited Nations Madeleine 
Albright, flanked by two 
veterans, laid a wreath at the 
massive star-shaped Mardas- 


son Memorial on a hill out- 
side the town of Bastogne. 

The hills echoed with a 
21-gun salute as 200 seated 
veterans, wrapped in blank- 
ets to keep the warm, looked 
on. 

Weather conditions, with a 
freezing wind and drizzle, 
were similar to those on Dec. 
16, 1994 when the Germans 
used the bad weather and 
forested hills to launch their 
surprise attack on the lightly 
defended 140 kilometres 
front.- 

“For those who fought 


here, living or dead, the torch 
of liberty has passed to our 
hands. Together we must 
nurture and sustain it,” said 
Ms. Albright, who repre- 
sented U.S. President Bill 
Ginton at the ceremony. 

The six-week battle was 
dubbed the Battle of the 
Bulge because of the large 
dent German forces made in 
the front line as they pushed 
towards the northern Belgian 


port of Antwerp, hoping to 
cut allied forces in two. 

The Germans failed when 
U.S. resistance stiffened and 
they ran short of fuel to keep 
the advance going. Gearer 
weather finally allowed 
swarms of allied planes to 
pound their armour. 

The battle was the 
bloodiest for U.S. forces in 
World War II, with almost 
90,000 men killed, wounded 
or missing. 

There were 100,000 Ger- 
man casualties, one-third of 
the attacking force. 

German veterans were not 
invited to the Bastogne cere- 
monies. But a handful of 
veterans from the German 
infantry were due to meet 
some U.S. veterans near the 
German border in eastern 
Belgium later Friday. 

The hilltop ceremony was 
the first of a day of activities 
in Bastogne, one of the focal 
points of the battle. 

The U.S. commander in 
Bastogne, General Anthony 


McAuliffe, found his forces 
cut off by the advancing Ger- 
mans and was called on to 
surrender. His curt reply — 
“nuts” — came to symbolise 
U.S. resistance against over- 
whelming odds. 

The town re-enacted siege, 
this time without Germans, 
later Friday. Six tanks and 
other army vehicles drove 
through Bastogne’s main 
street and explosions and air 
raid sirens were heard once 
ajgain. 

Belgian and U.S. flags 
hung outside many houses 
and Bastogne’s main square 
was festooned with flags and 
other decorations in re- 
membe ranee of the battle. 

Retired U.S. Lieutenant- 
General Harry Kinnard, an 
aide to Gen. McAuliffe dur- 
ing the battle, said it meant a 
great deal to return to the 
region's towns, see them res- 
tored and people “happily 
preparing for Christmas in 
peace and freedom.” 


U.N.: Sarajevo airport tests 
Serb commitment to end war 


SARAJEVO (R) — The Un- 
ited Nations said Friday the 
first big rest of Bosnian Serb 
commitment to their latest 
proposals to end the civil war 
would come Saturday when 
they are expected to allow 
Sarajevo Airport to reopen. 

The Bosnian Serb Army 
told the United Nations that 
the airport, shut down for 
more than one month, could 
reopen for U.N. Protection 
Forces flights Saturday, UN- 
PROFOR spokesman Jan-. 
Dirk Merveldt told reporters 

Alexander Ivanko, UN- 
PRO FOR civilian spokes- 
man, said the partial reopen- 
ing of the airport only for 
UNPROFOR flights will be 
the first test of the latest Serb 
promises of cooperation. 

“We’re seeing some nor- 
malisation bet as always we 
have very few facts to prove 
that. Let’s see tomorrow if 
the airport will be open or 
not. That will be the main 
point,” he said. 

Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic told Reuters in 
an interview that his side is 
already implementing almost 
all the proposals he has put 
forward in a plan to end the 
war. 

“We have announced the 
airport is safe and open, we 
have ceased fire in and 
around Sarajevo, we have 
normalised our relations with 
UNPROFOR, the convoys 
are getting through mostly, 
and mat is going to stay that 
way,” Mr. Karadzic said. 


The Serb leader's six-point 
peace plan, dismissed by the 
Bosnian government and 
greeted with scepticism by 
the West, included reopening 
Sarajevo airport, releasing 
detained U.N. personnel and 
granting free passage to aid 
convoys. 

Col. Merveldt said the 
U.N. was given a dear mes- 
sage that the Bosnian Serbs 
have decided to normalise 
relations with UNPROFOR. 

A resumption of supplies 
was vita] both to thousands of 
civilians solely dependent on 
outside aid to survive the 
harsh Balkan winter and for 
UNPROFOR down to last 
drops of fuel. 

COl. Merveldt said British 
soldiers in the eastern en- 
clave of Gorazde will begin 
using mules to resupply 
observation posts. 

TWo U.N. Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) employees were 
freed late Thursday and at 
least two relief workers for 
the private International Res- 
cue Committee (IRC) were 
also released after Serbs de- 
tained them Wednesday, a 
U.N. relief official said. 

But the Serbs kept two 
vehides they stole from the 
IRC workers, the official 
said. 

Mr. Karadzic, who. also 
offered to give up some Serb- 
held territory, said: “We 
propose an end to the war 
followed by peace talks on 
territorial and political issues. 

“We want to develop our 


own country, our society, we 
want to go back to economy 
and to forget about the poli- 
tics.” 

He also asked former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter to 
mediate in the 32-month -old 
Bosnian conflict. 

But the Muslim-led Bos- 
nian government dismissed 
Mr. Karadzic’s offer as a bid 
to distract attention from a 
five-nation peace plan, call- 
ing for a roughly 50-50 split 
between the Serbs and a 
Muslim-Croat federation, 
which the Serbs have re- 
jected. 

Bosnian President Aiija 
Izetbegovic, in Casablanca 
for an Islamic summit, told 
Bosnian radio: “If he (Car- 
ter) is coming to offer a new 
political plan I think such a 
visit is counter-productive 
and it could take credibility 
and strength away from the 
contact group and its plan.” 

The meeting of the 52- 
member Organisation of Isla- 
mic Conference (OIC) prom- 
ised financial and diplomatic 
support for Bosnia's Muslims 
and threatened economic me- 
asures against countries 
which supported their Serb 
adversaries. 

Western governments dis- 
missed Mr. Karadzic’s prop- 
osals, saying the Serbs signed 
agreements earlier pledging 
full cooperation with U.N. 
operations, including security 
for the airport. 

But after U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali wel- 


comed the Serb offer, UN- 
PROFOR reversed its earlier * 
rejection of Mr. Carter’s in- 
volvement. 

Mr. Ivanko said: “If he can 
help with this visit, of course 1 
we are very supportive of any 
peace initiative coming from ‘ 
such an influential figure as 
the former American presi- 
dent.” 

The U.S. government, 
which initially responded 
-coolly towards Mr. Karad- 
zic's proposals, threw its 
weight behind Mr. Carter but 
warned that he would not go 
to Bosnia unless the Serb 
leader made good on the 
six-point plan. 

U.N. military observers' 
said Serb and allied rebel 
Muslim forces have captured 
vital high ground south of 
Velika Kladusa, the second- 
most important town in the 
Bosnian enclave of Bihac. 

U.N. sources said Friday 
whoever controls the high 
ground north of Bihac town, 
a U.N. -declared safe haven- 
with around 180,000 inhabi- 
tants, has control of the 
whole territory. 

A Reuters Television crew 
on the spot reported Thurs- 
day that rebel Muslim forces' 
of Fikret Abdic have taken 
the Palzikur Hill overlooking 
Kladusa, completing its en- 
circlement. 

U.N. sources said the 
observers expected Mr. ’ 
Abdic’s forces to roll south of 
Bihac town “once they finish 
the Kladusa action.” 


New Irish 
premier 
meets Sinn 
Fein’s 
Adams 


DUBLIN (R) — Newly 
elected Irish Prime Minister 
John Bruton, honouring a 
pledge to make Northern Ire- 
land his top priority, met 
Sinn Fein President .Gerry. 
Adams briefly .JFri.day_,%n4; 
sMd-h'e hoped to. haye fuEer!' 
talks -before Christmasjo> i 

Mr. Bruton, head of a 
right-left “rainbow coalition” 
government which came into 
office Thursday, shook Mr. 
Adams's hand at a forum set 
up to cash in on the dividend 
brought about by almost four 
months of unprecedented 
peace in Northern Ireland. 

Mr. Bruton's gesture was 
seen aimed at dispelling 
doubts that he would take a 
tougher line on Sinn Fein, the 
Erish Republican Army’s 
political wing, than his prede- 
cessor, Albert Reynolds. 

The new premier and Sinn 
Fein were reported to have 
dashed at a previous session of 
the national forum for peace 
and recondliation bnt Mr. 
Bruton dismissed the ex- 
change as “normal political 
argument." 

“lam 1 determined to build 
on the work of my predeces- 
sor. The next step is recon- 
ciliation to bring the people 
together in harmony,” Mr. 
Bruton told Irish Radio. 

Before shaking hands with 
Mr. Bruton, Mr. Adams said 
he hoped for an early meet- 
ing with the new Irish govern- 
ment to push for peace. 

“His predecessor, Mr. 
Albert Reynolds, played a 
crucial role in the evolution 
and development of the 
peace process, and I am sure 
Mr. Bruton would like to do 
the same thing,” he said. 

Mr. Bruton said he hoped 
for another brief meeting 
with Mr. Adams Friday to set 
a date for full talks “before 
Christmas.” 

He said be also hoped to 
speak to British Prime Minis- 
ter John Major in the next 
few days on the Northern 
Ireland peace process. 


Mandela urges patience from supporters 


BLOEMFONTEIN, South 
Africa (R) — South African 
President Nelson Mandela, 
touring black squatter camps 
on the eve of a ruling party 
congress, told his poorest 
supporters Friday his govern- 
ment has begun improving 
their lives. 

“I walked around and I 
smelled poverty,” Mr. Man- 
dela told supporters in Nami- 
bia squatter settlement out- 


side Bloemfonrein. where his 
African National Congress 
Saturday opens its first Con- 
gress since taking power in 
historic elections last April. 

“Before the election we 
promised you that we want a 
better life for all of you. We 
promised you houses, 
schools, hospitals and clinics, 
tarred roads. Tunning water 
and electricity,” Mr. Mande- 
la told a crowd of about 30C 


in the squatter camp. 

He said his-govemment of. 
national unity had begun set- 
ting up structures to deliver 
on those promises but it- 
would take time. 

Mr. Mandela listed his gov- 
ernment's achievements, ■ 
among them feeding schemes 
for children, free medical 
rare for pregnant women and 
fit*"- education for children 
.•arting school in 1995. 
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Sad to overlook reality 

JORDAN WAS of course right in enter- 
ing a reservation on the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference (OIC) Casablanca 
resolution pertaining to the Islamic holy 
shrines in Jerusalem for not noting this 
country’s historic and distinct role in the 
Holy City and Us Islamic places. As His 
Majesty King Hussein told the OIC sum- 
mit a few days ago, these Islamic shrines 
“are a trust in our hands as we have 
rescued them with the Mood of our sons 
in the 1948 war and we have constructed 
It three times on behalf of the Is lamic 
nation. We will do our duty towards the 
shrines in the name of the nation until its 
status has been determined in an accept- 
able and appropriate manne r.” 

This crystal dear Jordanian position 
unfortunately was not received with the 
necessary appreciation or recognition 
even though it is legitimate and sound on 
religious, historic and legal grounds. 
Instead of supporting the Jordanian- 
Falestinian agreement to work together 
on this point, the Casablanca declaration 
decided that the C!€ should endeavour to 
assist the transfer of <ul authority and 
responsibility in east Jerusalem to the 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA) 
which of course includes authority and 
responsibility over the Islamic holy 
shrines at a time when such a transfer of 
authority does not appear to be on the 
cards at least for the time being. 

Against this backdrop, the Casablanca 
resolution on the holy places serves as a 
spoiling factor that can be exploited to 
undermine the only existing Arab or 
Islamic control over them. We in Jordan 
must therefore deal with the resolution as 
only a declaration that has no binding 
effect on the policy of the country, as the 
prime minister dearly stated yesterday. 
The final status of east Jerusalem will be 
the subject of the Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations and will surely occupy centre 
stage when the final chapter in these 
peace talks is determined and agreed 
upon by the two parties. Meanwhile, no 
I good service can be made by rocking the 
' beat on an issue relevant to ail Arabs and 
Muslims, especially when any attempt to 
interfere with it at this time will have no 
positive effect. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Dustour discussed the outcome of 
the Casablanca Islamic conference saying that since the 
participating countries are in disarray. Muslim people 
should expect nothing to be achieved. No one expects the 
Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC) to come to the 
aid of the Muslims in Bosnia or Afghanistan and end their 
suffering, said Saleh Qallab. Some of the leaders taking 
part in the conference went there simply to declare their 
total opposition to aif forms of Islamic extremism and 
others went to declare that they resort to any tool or 
measure to confront the great satan and Zionism and 
imperiafem, said the writer. Some of the leaders went to the 
conference simply to attack those countries which are 
involved in the peace process and not ro think of ways to 
save the Palestinians from their plight, added Qallab. He 
said none of the leaders was strong enough to suggest 
collective action to save the Bosnians or submit a plan to 
end the confict in Afghanistan or even to approach Russia 
over Chechenya. Indeed, no one in his right mind expects 
from the Islamic conference to do anything towards solving 
these chronic issues and there is no wonder that the 
conference, like others before it. has ended in failure. 

A WRITER in Sawt AI Shaab daily praised the perform- 
ance of the Royal Jordanian (RJ) as a national institution 
that serves as a bridge linking Jordan with the outside 
world. Under all circumstances, even during the Gulf crisis 
when all other airlines refrained from carrying out opera- 
tions in the region. RJ was alone serving as a bridge 
between the Middle East and the western world, transport- 
ing the stranded nationals from the Gulf, said Ahmad 
Dabbas. The writer said that now that the RJ is being 
transformed into a private institution, or a shareholding 
entity, it does not negate its national character nor does it 
impede RJ's plans for expanding to reach all corners of the 
world. The writer said that the national airline will remain 
an important instrument for promoting the tourism indus- 
try in Jordan and serve as a very important national 
institution for Jordanians and all visitors to this country. 


JORDANIAN PERSPECTIVE 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


What weighs in the balance 
of human rights 


UNDER THE patronage of Hus Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, a seminar on rights and humanities took 
place in Amman between Dec. 10-12. It was done in 
cooperation with the Jordanian Institute of Diplomacy. 
The amazing surprise at the seminar was that the church 
lobby tried to dress up its own human rights agenda, 
though historically, it was the western church which gave 
legitimacy to all the constitutions that violated basic human 
rights. The hidden agenda of some participants was to 
extract a consensus from Muslim participants to allow 
Muslim girls to marry from other faiths, under the title of 
freedom of choice. Moreover, the proselytising participants 
attempted to wrench out from Muslims the right to 
apostasy, under the tide of freedom of opinion. To support 
Salmon Rushdie and Tastima Nasreen, the church lobby’s 
hidden agenda tried to emphasise and distort the freedom 
of expression and literary creativity. 

The last three decades of the twentieth century witnessed 
a lot of tension and misperception between the Muslim 
World and the West. The issue of human rights seems to 
some Arabs .as the ‘'whip” with which Muslims are to be 
disciplined. 

The historical legacy of both sides is infused with 
selective memories which frustrates and impedes mutual 
imdeistanding. 

The historical experience of the West has become 
univexsally predominant, both politically and economical- 
ly, due to the technological, scientific advances. 

Earlier civilisations remained mainly confined to the 
geographical l i mi t s of their continental boundaries as seen 
in Judeo-Christian, Graeco-Roman, Chinese, Islamic and 
Slavic Orthodox civilisations. 

I believe there are no fundamental contradictions be- 
tween the ethical principles of human rights in the West 
and the Islamic concept of human rights in the Arab 
civilisation. The common potential of both can be trans- 
lated and actualised in a constructive way if real efforts and 
genuine wiD are devoted to implement it. The bridges of 
common understanding are: 

a) The rights of a group, b) the rights of an individual, c) 
the rights of resident aliens. 

It is to be admitted that the concept of national liberation 
from foreign rale traces its roots to die Germanic tradition 
of the “nation and its rights” following the Napoleonic 
wars, the French revolution, and the impact of the Magna 
Carta of 1215. Pakistani Muslim nationalism, the young 
Turk movement and others were influenced by the Western 
literature in tins respect. 

The horrors of the two world wars resulted in so many 
tragedies for refugees and displaced people that they led to 
President Woodrow Wilson’s 14 pouts in 1918, the U.N. 
Charter in 1945, the Universal Declaration of Homan 
Rights in 1948, and many other statements which remained 
an expression of wishful thinking with no mechanism for 
enforcement. 

Moreover, the European Convention on Human Rights, 
in November 1950, lacked the mechanism to include 
migrant workers as seen in the proceedings of the 
European Court of Human Rights. 

The European dpclafation emphasised the civil and 
political rights to the exclusion of the economic, and social 
dimension which the U.N. stressed. 

There is a widespread perception that international 
power politics raises the issue of civil and political rights in 
Arab countries as a tool of pressure, while many Western 
advocates see the economic and social rights issue being 


used as a cover in Muslim countries when political and dvfl 
rights are violated. 

In the West, the tradition of human rights has been 
recently compared to two millennia of Christian history. 
The ideals of religions have often been contradicted by 
their corruption. 

In the West, the origins of today's human rights agenda 
are to be found in opposition to religious institutions or 
others given legitimacy by religion. Only when their power 
base was broken, the scriptural and revealed foundation of 
an excellent human rights agenda was discovered. 

Thou gh the principles, of human rights in the West are in 
total harmony with the fundamental concepts of human 
rights in Islam, there are certain differences we have to 
note if we want to search for a common ground for 
understanding and cooperation. 

It Cook several decades for the town people, lords and 
peasants to wrench out their rights in 1215 in Britain. The 
same applied to France, Germany and other European 
nations. 

In Islam, such a gradual evolution did not take place. It 
was just a direct Koranic verse which put an end to all 
aspects of discrimination according to colour or race. It was 
just one Koranic verse which emphasised the equality 
between a former slave and a bedouin sheikh. Islam, in one 
Sura (chapter), put an end to any denial of human rights 
due to race, language, colour, faith or gender. 

But in the West, it was the feudal classes of 13th century 
England which raised the claims to their rights. It was the 
“ancient regime” in France which sided with the American 
revolution and its Declaration of Independence and Hu- 
man Rights in 1776. 

The colonial powers early this century, camouflaged 
their imperial designs in the Wilsonian Nation State 
Language of the mandate. 

By using the language of the human rights discourse 
many people here fear mat this is another successor to the 
Wilsonian precedent of the l anguag e of die mandate. 

' The trend is to emphasise foe political rather than the 
economic h uman rights as one issue. But to stress on the 
civil rather than foe social rights is another issue. 

The general perception is that human rights in the West 
are exclusively for their own citizens and do not extend to 
other nations of different race or c reed . 

The Vienna conference on human rights, in foe autumn 
of 1993, did not end the sufferings of Muslim Bosnians. 
Had those thousands of Bosnians been hundreds of Jews, 
the whole Western world would have put an end to the acts 
of genocide. 

The 1945 Charter of the United Nations refers in its 
preamble “to fundamental human rights and the equal 
rights of men and women, and of nations large and small.” 

But three years later, the Arab Palestinians were not 
considered a nation to have their own country. Instead 
their identity was usurped and their families evicted from 
their ancestral homelan d .* There was no cry in foe West to 
protect their human rights. 

Moreover, the mortality rate among the Irani children 
under fh^has become 11 times more than curing tire 
pre-sanctions time due to lack of nutritional and medical, 
care. But the Western public opinion (fid not sympathise, 
using tbe.ialse. pretext of punishing Saddam Husseinr 

Had those 52,000 Iraqi children under the age of five 
been New Yorkers or English, the whole philosophy of 
human rights would have been enacted. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Supply and demand should govern prices 


Reviewed by Elia NasraUah 


The local press in foe past 
week gave prominence to 
domestic issues, the Casab- 
lanca Islamic conference, 
the Middle East and the 
situation in Chechenya. 

Tackling the soaring 
prices of commodities in the 
Jordanian market, Hani 
Saoudi, a columnist in Al 
Ra’i. said that the rising 
prices and the soaring cost 
of living is intolerable, not- 
ing that the limited-income 
groups were mainly feeling 
foe brunt. 

The rise in price of basic 
foodstuff by even one sing- 
le fils can be hard on these 
groups and they have all 
the right to raise their 
voices in complaint, said 
foe writer. 

The problem lies with the 
absolute control over the 
prices by foe Ministry of 
Supply which for instance is 
preventing foe dairy com- 
panies from raising the 
price of their products 
when they continue to 
claim they are operating at 
a loss, said the writer. 

He said that central con- 
trol of prices is an obsolete 
policy which led to the im- 
poverishment of foe former 
Soviet Union. The writer 
suggests that prices be 
allowed to be floated and 
be derided by the force of 
supply and demand, pro- 
vided that this happens in a 
free market where no par- 
ticular group is given the 
right to monopolise certain 
commodities. 

Shafiq Obediat, a col- 
umnist in Sawt Al Shaab, 
dwelt on foe same topic by 
calling on the government 
to follow the example of 
advanced nations by raising 
foe wages of workers in 
accordance with the rise in 
the price index of various 
commodities. The writer 
said in Jordan there exists 
no specific system to mea- 
sure foe rise in prices nor to 
allow living allowances to 
help the limited-income 
groups to cope with the 
situation. 

The current soai-in* 


prices of every commodity 
are turning the limited- 
income groups into very 
poor people facing want 
and poverty every day, said 
the writer. 

A columnist in Al Dus- 
tour urged the Ministry of 
Supply to control the prices 
of basic commodities, in- 
cluding vegetables, and 
prevent manipulations and 
profiteering on the part of 
merchants. 

Mohammad Daoud said 
that as there is no specific 
system for determining the 
prices, the merchants feel 
that they have a free hand 
and sell their products at 
exorbitant prices. It is not 
enough for foe ministry to 
only limit the prices, it is 
equally important to send 
out teams and ensure that 
foe rules are repsected. 
added foe writer. 

A columnist in Sawt Ai 
Shaab daily criticised foe 
authorities concerned with 
gas cylinder warehouses for 
allowing them to be located 
dose to residential areas. 

Referring to foe explo- 
sion that destroyed 1,000 
gas cylinders which were 
much in need by foe public. 
Samir Nayfeh said that the 
Civil Defence Department 
should be more vigilant and 
authorised to have the final 
say in this matter and so 
avoid tragedies. The explo- 
sion could have had very 
dangerous results had the 
incident not been im- 
mediately reported and 
firefighters called to the 
scene immediately, he said. 

Mohammad Subeihi 
dwelt on the same topic, 
urging the civil defence to 
take precautionary mea- 
sures to protect the public's 
safety and the lives of 
citizens. The writer said 
that many of foe cylinders 
containing the dangerous 
gas are rusty and need re- 
placement, but are stil sold 
to the public, endangering 
lives. He also accused the 
distributors of gas cylinders 
of stealing part of foe con- 
tents before selling them to 
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that stricter measures be 
taken in this regard. 

Tareq Masarweh, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i. referred 
to the collapse of one of the 
newly finished buildings in 
Amman, accusing foe con- 
cerned government depart- 
ments of neglecting their 
duty. The writer said that 
never in foe history of Jor- 
dan was it heard of a build- 
ing collapsing. The incident 
terrified foe public and cast 
doubt about foe soundness 
of foe construction system 
in foe country. Indeed, foe 
public is beginning to de- 
spair with foe official in- 
stitutions. not only because 
of foe collapse of foe build- 
ing, but also in view of the 
rising level of crime and 
murders and foe reported 
contamination of foodstuff 
sold to foe public. 

Fahd Fanek, an econom- 
ist writing in Al Ra’i daily, 
bitterly criticised foe World 
Bank for its recent report in 
which it recommended that 
no investments be made in 
Jordan until foe country 
has paid back its foreign 
debts. The writer said that 
foe report also noted that 
even if foe debts are writ- 
ten off, the country would 
be facing economic difficul- 
ties after 1997. 

He said that such talk 
clearly discourages foe in- 
vestors and tends to advers- 
ly affect development. 

The writer also criticsed 
foe report for calling for 
the transformation of foe 
Palestinian refugee camps 
in Jordan into towns and 
villages, a clear service to 
Israel which adamantly re- 
fuses foe repatriation of the 
displaced people to their 
lawful homeland. 

Referring to the Casab- 
lanca Summit, Al Ra'i daily 
said that His Majesty King 
Hussein has made it clear 
that Jordan is not compet- 
ing with any party over the 
city, but dearly cares for 
the holy shrines until a final 
solution to the status of the 
Holy City has been 
reached. 

The paper said that Jor- 
dan had all the right to 
^r ?f:nnc ibout 


foe final statement issued 
by the Organisation of Isla- 
mic Conference because it 
ignored foe traditional and 
historical role of Jordan to- 
wards the Islamic places 
over foe past decades. 

Taher Adwan, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour. said 
that instead of serving as a 
forum for recondliation, 
the Casablanca summit 
proved to be a venue for 
consecrating hostilities 
among Islamic countries. 

The summit called for 
the Islamic regimes to 
crack down on the Islamist 
groups which are fighting 
injustice caused by occupa- 
tion and aggression, and 
thusrt started a war be- 
tween foe Islamist groups 
and the Islamic regimes 
which eventually serve 
world Zionism and Israel. 

Al Dustour said that foe 
Casablanca summit would 
remain meaningless unless 
its decisions concerning 
Afghanistan, Bosnia and 
Iraq are put into force. The 
52 countries which issued 
foe resolutions will be re- 
quired to take practical ac- 
tion in ending the blood- 
shed in Afghanistan, the 
Serbian aggression on Bos- 
nia and lift the sanctions on 
Iraq, said the daily. 

without the implementa- 
tion of these resolutions, 
the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference would remain a 
futile organisation, said the 
daily. 

Tareq Masraweh said 
Israel’s refusal to pave the 
ground for elections in foe 
.Palestinian lands consti- 
tutes a retreat from the 
Oslo agreement. The 
wrtier, in Al Ra’i daily, 
said that abandoning foe 
Oslo and Cairo agreements 
would mean that Israel 
would not withdraw its 
forces from foe West Bank 
and foe Gaza Strip and 
would allow foe Jewish set- 
tlers to continue commit- 
ting their crimes against foe 
Palestinians. The writer 
said that Israel was using 
foe peace treaties with the 
Arabs as traps prior ro im- 
posing their will on the 
Arab countries. 
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EU poised for 
major changes in 
the new year 



By Jeremy Gannf 

Renter 

BRUSSELS — The Euro- 
pean Union faces major 
changes next year as it wel- 
comes in three countries, 
appoints a brand new execu- 
tive and loses two of the men 
who have shaped Europe's 
direction for more than a 

decade. 

tn some ways, the EU will 
never be the same again. 

“It is a big question mark 
for everybody,” said one 
Brussels-based official. 

Austria, Sweden and Fin- 
land will raise the EU's num- 
bers to 15 when they enter on 
Jan. 1 following successful 
referendnms earher this year. 

Their presence will make 
the union bigger and richer 
and stretch its boundaries as 
for north as the Arctic Circle 
and as for east as Russia. 

Jacques San ter, the low- 
profile prime minister of Lux- 
embourg, will take over an 
enlarged, 20-member Euro- 
pean commission, more than 
half of them new. 

“Lots of people with... lots 
of political thinking behind 
them,” said one EU diplomat 
of the new EU executive that 
will include foe iikes of for- 
mer French Prime Minister 
Edith Cresson and former 
British Labour Party leader 
Neil Kinnoch. 

Mr. Santer w3I replace Jac- 
ques Delors. the high-profile 
architect of Europe's single 
market and a pioneer of eco- 
nomic and monetary union 
who is leaving after 10 years 
in the post 

German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl said last week Mr. 
Delors had been the “soul of 
the (European) enterprise for 
a decade.” 

It is doubtful whether Mr. 
Santer, a pragmatist to De- 
lon’ philosopher king, either 
could or would want to fill 
the role. 

Also leaving the EU stage 
is Francois Mitterrand who is 
retiring after 14 years as pres- 
ident of France. With Mr. 
Kohl, Mr. Mitterrand has cal- 


nearly 22 million to dose to 
370 million and increase its 
gross domestic product by 
between seven and eight per 
cent. 

They will also push foe EU 
further eastwards, where pre- 
parations to incorporate for- 
mer communist countries 
into the union is already 
under way. 

EU diplomats and officials 
say, however, foe real impact 
of foe newcomers — particu- 
larly foe Nordic ones — will 
be m foe ‘pofides they bring 
to EU meetings. 

"Their vote will be for 
maximum transparency, for 
budget discipline," said one 
diplomat, referring to the 
Nordic countries' penchant 
for rigonrous openness. 

Sweden and Finland are 
expected to join forces with 
northern countries as free 
traders. 

Together, the diplomat 
said, Germany, Britain, De- 
nmark, the Netherlands, 
Sweden and Finland will have 
enough votes in EU decision- 
making meetings to block 
anti-dumping measures they 
think protectionist. 

The two Nordic countries, 
possibly with Austria too, are 
also expected to fight hard 
for stringent environmental 
standards in the union. 

“There is one headline ab- 
out the environment policy of 
foe union every day <n every 
Nordic country,” said an EU 
official. 

They will also push 
welfare-oriented social poli- 
cies, diplomats say, and. in 
Sweden’s case, argue for a 
reform of foe EU's highly 
subsidised agricultural sys- 
tem. ■ 

While a certain amount is 
known about what the new- 
comers will bring, the other 
changes raise more questions 
than they answer. 

The new commission, for 
example, contains a number 
of high-ranking and accom- 
plished politicians likely to 
want to make their mark. 

Mr. Santer, however, com- 
es from within a group of EU 
led n^any of foe shots in^feaders known to vvant to rein 
Europe over' foe past decade. ^ . Tn the executive that Mr. 

' The combination of 'the '?T>elois 


three changes bas set EU 
diplomats and officials 
wondering about what is to 
come and how foe changing 
of the guard will effect the 
EU’s 1996 inter- 
governmental conference to 
review the role and power of 
EU institutions. 

But that is over foe long 
haul. In the short term, there 
is widespread consensus that 
it is the arrival of foe three 
new countries that will bring 
the most immediate, and 
most noticeable, change. 

In statistical tenns, they 
will lift the EU population by 


turned into the closest 
thing to an EU government. 

The absence of Mr. Delors 
and Mr. Mitterrand from foe 
European scene, meanwhile, 
may have far more long-term 
implications for foe EU than 
either the new membeis oi* 
foe new commission. 

With Mr. Delors eschew- 
ing a run for the French 
presidency, the new French 
leader will now almost cer- 
tainly pay more heed to 
Eurosceptics within foe coun- 
try. 

That would be a sea change 
for the European Union as 
well as France. 


LETTERS 


Awareness, public 
debate needed 

To the Editor: 

With great interest 1 have followed the responses to your 
article on sexual harassment of Nov. 22. This is an issue 
which has been accepted quietly for too long in Jordan, and 
it is good to see that people feel strongly about it. 
However, there was occasionally foe implication that 
women are in a way responsible for the sexual harassment 
they are subject to. In particular, Hassan Tayyem in his 
letter “We are all responsible” (Jordan limes Dec, 13^ 
1994) writes that “a great number of women are not 
conservative or at least moderate in their attire, appear- 
ance, hair style and quantity and quality of perfumes” 
winch be says invites harassment. 

- I would just tike to point out that this way of thinking 
blames the victim for the crime. Just like saying that a’ 
woman deserved to be raped because “she asked for it.” 
The statistics on incest and the rape of children and women 
over foe of 70 should speak for themselves. 

Sexual harassment is a form of verbal and mental rape 
which has nothing to do with the receiver, but only with the 
wish of foe offender to debase, insult and offend someone 
who is perceived to be in a more vulnerable position. Men 
who sexually harass women are insecure and often feel 
powerless and weak. Just tike exhibitionists, they revel in 
foe shock and anger of their victims, which makes them feel 
powerful for a moment and offers them a cheap thrill. 
Verbal harassment also reflects the deep-felt resentments 
of a patriarchal society towards women who are infiltrating 
what used to be male-dominated terrain, such as the 
university, the wort: place, and even the street! It does not 
matter what a woman wears or does not wear because her 
mere presence is enough to initiate harassment. 

I would also like to refer to Mr. Tayyem 's statement that 
“we are not in other liberal countries who consider sexual 
harassment something normal.” 

From my experience in living in “liberal” countries, 
w hich usually condemn sexual harassment m all its forms 
and have strong laws against it, I can say that I have never 
been harassed or felt uncomfortable in a public place, in 
any of those places, the way I feel uncomfortable stepping 
out of tiie house in Jordan, my own home country. 

. I think this serious problem should be given theattention 
it deserves by the authorities. A public debate followed by 
an awareness campaign might uncover the reasons for this 
problem and help solve it. The women of Jordan would 
sorely appreciate it. 

Comma Haifidi, 

Amman . 
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Violence returns , 
with a new label 


By Tom Cohen 

The Associated Press 

JOHANNESBURG, South 
Africa — It happens quickly. 
Two taxi vans, the mode of 
transportation for most 
blacks, approach a bustling 
stand to collect commuters 
waiting with sacks of goods. 

The driver of one vehicle, 
or perhaps a companion in 
the front seat, rajses a rifle 
barrel or handgun, shots ring 
out. The other vehicle flees 
or crashes. 

And quite often, someone 
dies. 

Taxi warfare has returned 
to Sooth Africa, despite hope 
that bloodshed would wane 
with the end of apartheid 
after the first all-race election 
in April. 

At least 166 people have 
died this year in attacks and 
assassinations linked to the 
taxi industry. The killings are 
reminiscent of the political 
bloodshed that claimed 
thousands of lives in the years 
before the vote. 

In one of the worst attacks, 
gunmen in October fired on a 
crowd of commuters leaving 
a rally outside Cape Town, 
killing 11 people. 

Just like the past, blacks 
are the prepetrators and 
targets, with assault rifles and 
handguns the weapons of 
choice. Arrests axe rare. 

Politicians and taxi officials 
blame socio-economic condi- 
tions instead of politics for 
the renewal carnage. 

‘The fact that this conflict 
over economics is resolved by 
a violent means tells a num- 
ber of stories,” said Lloyd 
Vogelman, director of Che 
centre for the Study of Vio- 
lence and Reconciliation. 
“People believe violence is 
still the best means to solve 
conflict.” 

Taxi-related violence has 
flared on and off for years in 
South Africa, spawned by an 
unregulated industry that 
mushroomed as millions of 
blacks moved from rural 
homelands to cities in search 
of work. 

The minibus taxis, known 
as combis, cany 15 billion 
passengers a year while pro- 
viding 300,000 jobs and edm-' 
ing more than half the money 
made by South Africa’s gold 
mining industry. 


Too many people are in the 
taxi business, said Frank van 
der Velde, the former mayor 
of Cape Town who has medi- 
ated several local taxi dis- 
putes. 

“It’s one that rapidly 
started bringing money into 
the community.” 

That created conditions for 
conflict “between those 
trying to break into the indus- 
try and those trying to hold 
their piece of the pie,” be 
said. 

In addition, taxi associa- 
tions became affiliated with 
political groups to ply routes 
to areas with distinct political 
ties. Attacks on taxi vans in 
the years before the election 
were often considered politi- 
cally motivated. 

The latest wave of vio- 
lence, with scores of people 
dying in a string of attacks 
and dashes throughout the 
country since July, seems 
especially severe after the re- 
lative peace of the preceding 
months. 

James Mafunya, vice chair- 
man of the Cape Organisa- 
tion for the Democratic Taxi 
Association, said the violence 
only hurts the industry be- 
cause commuters turn to 
buses and trains instead. 

Mr. Mafunya’s association 
has dashed with members 
who split off to form another 
group. The splinter group 
wanted access to a new, mod- 
em taxi stand buflt by the 
city. Mr. Mafunya’s associa- 
tion said only taxis with city 
permits — meaning only its 
members — should be 
allowed to use the taxi stand. 

“Tt’s like people who 
favour birth control, they’re 
already bom,” said Allan 
Dolby, the deputy dty admi- 
nistrator. “Those that are pi- 
rates want to see deregula- 
tion, with market forces de- 
termining who comes into the 
industry.” 

Police say gangs are trying 
to musde out competition by 
hiring hit men to kill oppo- 
nents. 

“The taxi industry is de- 
finitely hiring assassins,” Mr. 
Vogelman said, noting simi- 
larities between the taxi vio- 
lence and political dashes of 
the past. “You may even find 
- that some individuals become 
dependent on .the conflict, 
depending on people hiring 
them.” 


Imam sees greater understanding of Islam in U.S. military 


By Joanne L* Nix 

U.S. Information Agency 

WASHINGTON — It has 
been one year since Captain 
Abdul Rasheed Mohammad 
was commissioned an imam 
in the U.S. army. Today, the 
young religious leader is still 
optimistic about the future of 
Islam in the West. 

His commission, he said, a - 
direct result of a growing 
understanding of Islam by the 
American military establish- 
ment. And he promised that 
his appointment last Decem- 
ber at Fort Brag, North Caro- 
lina, was “only a beginning” 
in his campaign to foster 
awareness of Islam through- 
out the U.S. armed forces. 

In a recent interview with 
USIA, Imam Mohammad 
emphasised that his chief aim 
is this year is to “become a 
chaplain. Despite the 
the Islamic World is glor- 
ifying my (appointment) as 
the first Muslim chaplain,” 
he said, “the reality is that I 
am here to be an army family 
chaplain. The majority of the 
people aren’t Muslims. My 
prime responsibility is to ev- 
ery man, woman and child in 
my unit.” 

May 12-25, marked the 
high point of Capt. Moham- 
mad's first year as chaplain. 
He performed the Haj. “I 
wish I could tell you all of it,” 


he said in an attemp to ex- 
plain what the trip had meant 
to him. “It was the most 
fantastic experience of my 
life. I had the opportunity to 
pray at the holy Kaba (in 
Mecca) and the Prophet's 
Mosque (in Medina) and saw 
people (from) all over the 
world. Spiritually it was very 
fulfilling.” 

During his trip, Capt. 
Mohammad was invited by 
the Muslim World League to 
a banquet in Mina were he 
met King Fahd of Saudi Ara- 
bia, the presidents of Came- 
roon and Ghana and other 
dignitaries. He also toured 
important holy sites in Mina, 
Mecca a nd Medina. 

The appointment of a Mus- 
lim military chaplain marks 
the first time a non-Judeo- 
Cbristian faith group has 
been represented in the U.S. 
Army. In the Navy, Legaj- 
man First Class Malik Noel is 
set to become its first Islamic 
chaplain after finishing his 
current course of training 
next year and American 
Buddhists are currently sear- 
ching for a candidate to serve 
their first chaplain. 

According to the Armed 
Forces Chaplain Board, the 
total number of Muslims in 
the military is hard to deter- 
mine because enlistees are 
not required to list their reli- 
gious preference. But the 


American Muslim Council, 
which, endorsed the candida- 
cy of Chaplain Mohammad, 
esetimates that there are 
more than 10,000. 

Imam Mohammad noted 
that the presence of Mulsims 
in the U.S. armed forces in- 
creased following the Gulf 
war after U.S. service mem- 
bers stationed in the Middle 
East worked alongside Egyp- 
tian, Saudi and other Muslim 
coalition forces. And, he 
said, many Americans, him- 
self included, became Mus- 
lims after they were inspired 
by the teachings of Malcolm 
X, the American Muslim 
leader of the early 1960s and 
by the 1992 biographical film, 
“Malcolm X.” directed by 
Spike Lee. 

Imam Mohammad express- 
ed hope that now air Islamic 
chaplain is part of the milit- 
ary system, “hopefully more 
Muslims will come forward 
and openly acknowledge 
their faith.” In order to reach 
out to both committed Mus- 
lims and service members 
who have a desire to learn die 
religion. Imam Mohammad 
contacted Islamic religious 
groups in the U.S., Egypt 
and Saudi Arabia to obtain 
copies of the Koran as well as 
pamphlets and books in En- 
glish about Islam. 

He also formed links with * 


Muslims stationed in remote 
areas. Those contact people 
provide information to local 
Muslim and non-Muslim resi- 
dents. distribute Islamic liter- 
ature and inform him on the 
needs of Muslim service 
members. “What we have to. 
do is make sure that every 
strategic location where the 
army has troops, such as 
Korea, has a contact per- 
son," Imam Mohammad 
said. 

The chaplain admitted that 
although he has made real 
progress, there is still much 
that needs to be done. Some 
of the concerns he still must 
address are matters of dietary 
regulations, prayers and reli- 
gious observances. 

Concerning dietary laws. 
Imam Mohammad was 
pleased to report that the 
Department of Defence 
agreed to provide vegetarian 
MREs (Meals Ready to Eat) 
for Muslim troops in Haiti. 
He said that following its 
research on multi-faith ra- 
tions, “the military is now 
providing multi-faith vegeta- 
rian products and vendors 
from private industry are also 
considering the distribution 
of “halal” meals for obser- 
vant Muslim service members 
worldwide.” 

Asked about Muslim 
women in the Armed Forces 
' who wish to follow the tradi- 


tional female Islamic dress 
code inlcuding the “hejab,” 
Mohammad repl ied : * ‘The 
American Muslim Council is 
working on that issue. 1 have 
referred that matter to them 
(and) it will have to go up 
through the Department of 
Defence. Wearing the “he- 
jab” is not mandatory,” he 
explained, “but it is a symbol 
of Muslim identity and sends 
a unified message (to non- 
Muslims) in the armed ser- 
vices. As long as it does not 
(impede work, women) can 
wear it.” 

One of Capt. Mohammad's 
most ambitious goals is to 
establish suitable sites for 
worship by Muslims on U.S. 
army installations. He ex- 
plained that although the 
armed forces do not build 
individual religious structures 
in order to preserve religious 
equality, “the American 
Muslim Council has (agreed) 
to. using the (post) chapel as 
a multi-faith facility. As long 
as the chapel can be used for 
prayers in the form they are 
performed (by Muslims), ir 
will be acceptable." 

The imam has been invited 
to discuss Ramadan, Islam's 
holiest month, at an in- 
service training session at 
Fort Bragg in January. He 
also plans to train chaplain's 
assistants to set up various 
services including the Jumaah 


prayer and the two Eid ser- 
vices. 

In addition, Capt. Moham- 
mad reported that he is occa- 
sionally invited to explain 
how Islam is perceived. His 
chief topics, he says, are “*tho 
stereotyping that continues 
(in) the western press (and) 
raising awareness among ser- 
vice members of the plight of 
Muslims throughout" the 
world, particularly in Bosnia 
and Somalia.” 

Chaplain Mohammad 
holds a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Anthropology from 
New York State University, 
and two Master's degrees — 
one in Counseling Education 
from San Diego State L?ni- 
versity, California, and one 
in Social Work from the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. 

In 1982 he enlisted in the 
army has a chaplain's assis- 
tant and has also worked as a 
chaplain with Muslim popula- 
tions in the New York State 
Department of Correctional 
Services. 

After he completed his 
training at the army's cha- 
plain's School at for Mon- 
mouth, New Jersey, Capt. 
Mohammad was stationed 
with his family at Fort Lee. 
Virginia. In his current milit- 
ary assignment, he councils 
and conducts religious ser- 
vices for more than 100 Mus- 
lim soldiers. 


.Turkey fights odds to clean up with natural gas 


By Sana Erdem 

Reuter 

ANKARA — Faced with ris- 
ing pollution as winter coal 
fires begin to burn, Turkey’s 
campaign to spread natural 
gas usage is being slowed by 
high costs and a lack of focus. 

The need for cleaner ener- 
gy is real. On Nov. 29, Istan- ' 
bul, home to 10 million peo- 
ple, was so choked with smog 
it ordered coal heating turned 
off in homes and offices. 

But Turkey's recent econo- 
mic crisis, which saw die lira 
plunge against foreign cur- 
rencies and forced a national 
belt tightening, has seriously 
clouded efforts to clean up by 
driving ; pinched /consumers 
away from- costly conversions 
Vor&Sn, . . 

“Natural gas had to be 
brought here as pollution was 


becoming unbearable — but 
because installation is expen- 
sive people are shying away 
and turning to cheap, bad 
quality coal,” said Aysel 
Atimtay, specialist in air 
pollution at Ankara’s Middle 
East Technical University. 

It costs about S500 to con- 
vert to natural gas in the 
capital of Ankara. The aver- 
age monthly wage is $195. 

Officials at the state pipe- 
line company Botas, which 
buys and transports natural 
gas, said austerity had also hit 
them. 

“At the moment our hands 
are a bit tied — we get no 
money from the state after 
the austerity measures.” said 
onc-BofaS offiSilr. “We have 
also foist about $1.5 billion in 
four yearsHince the oil line 
from Iraq was dosed after the 
Gulf war." 


Other offidals said Botas 
still had enough turnover to 
invest, albeit less than hoped. 

They instead urged better 
organisation of munidpal 
bodies and state firms and 
said inconsistency and a 
short-term attitude in succes- 
sive administrations had also 
played their part in slowing 
conversion from coal to gas. 

Natural gas reaches house- 
holds in three dties in Turkey 
and is supplied to industry in 
four. 

The capital of Ankara, 
once covered in a black sha- 
dow of smog each winter, was 
cleaned up between 1989 and 
1993, when Deputy Prime 
Minister Murat Karayaldn 
was- mayor, - - 

With some 450,000 house- 
holds linked up to .the net- 
work, the drive in Ankara, 
which has about 700,000 


households all told, has lost 
impetus. Its new mayor pro- 
tests at heavy debt incurred 
under Karayaldn. 

But it is in Istanbul where 
the need is now most press- 
ing. Since 1987, Istanbul 
Munidpality’s Natural Gas 
Department (IGDAS) has 
been trying to persuade peo- 
ple to switch. 

IGDAS deputy head fuat 
Sengul said 600,000 Istanbul 
households, about a quarter 
of the total, had natural gas 
lines at their doorsteps — but 
only 260,000 had hooked up. 

Those not scared off by 
installation costs, fear prices, 
currently lower than for other 
fuels, may rise swiftly as gas 
is imported and costs are 
. .-finked to an : cyei^rising dot 

J«r- 

“They are also afraid that 
Russia might cut off gas. 
leaving them without heat- 


ing,” said a Botas offidal. 
“We guarantee that won't 
happen, but they take some 
persuading.” 

On Nov. 30, Russian natu- 
ral gas supplies to Turkey via 
Ukraine were stopped for a 
day when Kiev tapped the 
pipeline to increase its share. 
Botas met supplies from its 
liquefied natural gas depots. 
The flow from Russia re- 
sumed the next day. 

Botas is continuing talks to 
buy 40 billion cubic metres of 
natural gas annually from 
countries in the region by 
2010, compared with the cur- 
rent six billion cubic metres 
from Russia. 

Engineers and Botas offi- 
cials say the .constant flow of 
migrants from ' rural areas 
into shanty towns around 
Ankara and Istanbul is also a 
huge problem and .upsets 
plans. 


“Shanty towns just add to 
the burden — you can’t even, 
get into the narrow alleys to 
lay pipes,” a Botas official 
said. 

“The problem in Istanbul 
is very hard to tackle because 
each year the population in- 
creases by 500,000," said 
Sengul. 

IGDAS held a campaign in 
August and September offer- 
ing a 20 per cent reduction 
and 100 cubic metres of natu- 
ral gas, a month's supply, 
free to people who converted 
to gas in that period. 

It is now offering 250 cubic 
metres free to those convert- 
ing in line with a recent de- 
mand from Istanbul govemo- 
rare that all- industrial and 
trade facilities, plus blocks of 
flats with centra! heating, 
turn to gas by the end of 
December. 
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Economy 


Saudi Arabia, billions in debt, considers swap for bonds 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia 
is considering converting 
debts to bonds or other paper 
to clear billions of dollars in 
arrears to contractors and 
suppliers, financial sources 
have said 

"The government is look- 
ing to clear those farreais) up 
in one fell swoop,” a banker 
said. 

The amount involved is bil- 
lions of dollars — one esti- 
mate was about S5 billion — 
which the government would 
not be able to come up with 
easily from normal revenues 
when it is trying to balance 
the budget and avoid falling 
further behind. 

Saudi Arabia is many 
months behind in payments 
to some contractors, causing 
painful cash crunches and 
worries for some foreign 
workers, including doctors 
and nurses, the sources said. 

Bankers said the Saudi 
government and its public 
sector companies and agen- 
cies have accumulated total 
debt of dose to $85 billion — 
about 70 per cent of gross 
domestic product. 

They said that is not far out 
'of line bv international stan- 
dards but a hug jump from 
about 16 per cent in 1988. 

The 1990-91 Gulf war cost 


the government $55 billion, 
drawing down assets and 
pushing up the debt load. 

With the boost in oil prices 
in the second half of 1994 
some fairly large payments to 
contractors have been possi- 
ble. 

But to some companies the 
government was only up to 
dare until end-1993 and to 
others possibly not even that 
current, the bankers said. 
The payment delays were not 
uniform across all ministries 
and to all firms, with some 
delays much shorter. 

The initiative to securitise 
debt through converting to 
paper appears to have come 
primarily from banks, eager 
to apply techniques applied 
in many Western economies 
to try to solve problems of 
clients struggling to keep cur- 
rent on loan payments. 

The sources said the au- 
thorities have made no com- 
mitment at all to securitise 
their arrears, and because of 
the complexity of doing so it 
would probably take a time 
to put in place. 

“It is at a very embryonic 
stage,'’ one source said. 

*niey point out that Saudi 
Arabia's capital market is 
fledgling. Little trade takes 


place in development bonds, 
with banks tending to hold 
them to their two-to-five year 
maturities. 

“I really question whether 
it's do-able,” said one bank- 
er. adding that a trading en- 
vironment would be needed 
where whatever securities are 
created can be traded back 
and forth. 

In the absence of an active 
secondary market, if a com- 
pany were given develop- 
ment bonds, he pointed out, 
it might still be short of cash 
even if bonds would at least 
guarantee interest. 

Another believed it would 
be possible for the banks to 
buy the security from the 
company, even if there were 
no developed bond market, 
tbus providing liquidity to the 
company and placing its loan 
portfolio on a more solid 
footing. 

One route oiheT than giv- 
ing government bonds would 
be simply to guarantee pay- 
ment by a certain date, which 
would make the Teceivables 
much more attractive to the 
banks than they are now. 

“If the government could 
find a way to guarantee pay- 
ments by a specific date, it 
would enable the banks to 


purchase receivables from 
their customers." he said. 

Meanwhile, the detcrmina- 
tion of cash-strapped Saudi 
Arabia to cut spending and 
end years of government 
financial profligacy has be- 
come dear in the run-up to its 
1995 budget, financial 
analysts have said. 

The latest confirmation 
came in a presentation to 
King Fahd by Governor 
Hamad Saud A! Sayyari of 
the Saudi Arabian Monetary 
Agency — the central bank 
— speaking of the need for 
“sacrifices' and additional 
efforts in ihe^ short term." 

Coming four days after the 
kina himself spoke of budget 
cuts, the remarks reinforced 
the impression that Saudi 
Arabia was set on gening a 
grip on its finances after more 
than a decade of budget de- 
ficits. the anlaysts said. 

“It reconfirms that this 
government clearly has the 
capacity to exert fiscal disci- 
pline and they will exert this 
to the degree required to 
balance the budget." said 
Kevin Taecker. chief eco- 
nomist at Saudi American 
Bank in Riyadh. 

The precise details of the 
1995 budget are not due to he 


reveaied before Dec. 51. but 
it has now become dear that 
further cuts in same areas are 
expected and the government 
will also seek to increase its 
revenue. 

“I think the main intention 
is to prepare the people for 
another difficult year in 1995 
I think it's a good thing.” a 
Western diplomat com- 
mented. “It's a sign the 
Saudis are facing upxo their 
problems." 

Already pressure has been 
taker, off the Saudi rival, 
which speculators have fre- 
quently attacked on the 
assumption that weak oil re- 
venues would fores the gov- 
ernment to devalue it. 

The spot rival has streng- 
thened and some af the pre- 
mium of rival interbank de- 
post: rates over comparable 
dollar levels has declined as 
operators reduced their Ions 
dollar positions since the 
king's remarks. 

' Some' big positions 
against the rival have been 
unwound ( liquidated). *' a 
banker noted. 

“pie extra effort in 199? 
wi«< be required for two 
reasons, analysis say. 

Firs:, there appears to be a 
sap of sev era.' billion dollars 


— though much reduced 
from 1993's estimated $12 bil- 
lion — between actual 
spending and revenues in 
1994 despite the goal of a 
balanced budget. 

Second, discipline will be 
needed to counter natural 
spending rises in some areas. 

Imeresr payments, for ex- 
ample. will be higher due to 
the global rise in rates. And 
even if the wage structure is 
frozen, wages still rise as 
employees are promoted. 

One' banker calculated the 
budget at the projected 
spending levels for 1994 
could be balanced with an 
average price of North Sea 
benchmark brent crude at 
$17 a barrel. So far this year 
Brent has averaged a little 
less than the current $15.90. 

Economists are divided on 
the chances of Brent impro- 
ving to an average of $17 next 
year, some pointing to 
OPEC's decision to maintain 
output despite higher de- 
mand but others pointing to 
the spectre of Iraq eventually 
returning to the market. 

But they say any doubts 
about oil revenue show the 
value of turning to other 
sources such as higher utility 
rates or higher airfares. 
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Japan’s per capita 
GDP world’s 
highest in 1993 


Clinton offers middle class a ‘bill of rights’ 


WASHINGTON (R) — Bill 
Qinton fought to reinvigo- 
rate his presidency Thursday 
with a $60 billion tax-cut 
plan, part of “a middle-class 
bill of rights” aimed at U.S. 
voters who deserted his 
Democrats in droves in elec- 
tions last month- 

in a televised speech de- 
signed to portray him as the 
true champion of working 
Americans and outflank the . 
new Republican majority in 
Congress, Democrat Qinton 
proposed a package of tax 
breaks for families with 
annual incomes of up to 
$120,000 to help offset child- 
rearing. college tuition, 
home-buying and catas- 
trophic medical expenses. 

“More jobs aren’t enough- 
We have to raise incomes," 
he said. ”1 challenge the new 
Congress to work with me to 
enact the middle class 'bill of 
rights.’" 

Mr. Qinton said the tax 
cuts in his four-point-plan 


would be paid through major 
reductions in five federal 
agencies and a two-year ex- 
tension of a freeze on discre- 
tionary government spending 
now set to expire in 1998. 

“I know some people just 
want to cut the government 
blindly, and I know that's 
popular now,” he said in an 
obvious reference to his Re- 
publican opponents. “But I 
won't do it. I want a leaner, 
not meaner, government." 

In a 10-minute speech from 
the Oval Office, sounding 
sombre and looking crisply 
formal in a dark blue suit. 
Mr. Clinton insisted that he 
would brush aside 1996 pres- 
idential redaction worries 
because “that’s in your 
hands.” 

“My rule for the next two 
years will be. country first 
and politics-as-usual dead 
last," he stressed. 

While taxes and economics 
were the subject of the 
speech — as the president 


tried to catch up with the 
Republicans and even inde- 
pendent-minded Democrats 
on the tax-cut issue — politics 
and reelection were the un- 
spoken heart of it. 

Mr. Clinton's presidency is 
in serious trouble, as witness 
the stunning Republican 
sweep of both houses of Con- 
gress and most state gov- 
ernorships in the Nov. 8 elec- 
tions. Recent opinion polls 
show Mr. Clinton's job rat- 
ings slumping below a 40 per 
cent approval rate. 

The timing alone — a 
sobre presidential address 
promted by no particular ex- 
ternal crisis on the verge of 
the Christmas holiday — 
underscored the urgency of 
the speech. Accordingly, 
nationwide curiosity was high 
on how Mr. Clinton would 
fare and whether he could 
start righting himself. 

“It’s what he had to do to 
reshape the debate on terms 


to help bring the country 
together and really focus hts 
resources ... lonj rei-toring 
the American dream." said 
A 1 From, president of the 
centrist Democratic Lead- 
ership Council. 

But the Republicans sa:J 
Mr. Gimon's plan looked 
much like theirs, and pledged 
to work with him to enact 
legislation only if htv new 
position was based on ‘Teai 
conviction." 

“If the president's new 
position tonight represents ^ 
real change of heart, we say: 
‘welcome aboard.'” said Fred 
Thompson, the new Republi- 
can senator from Tennessee 
swept into office on the ar.::- 
Democrat tide. Mr. Thomp- 
son gave the televised Re- 
publican response to Mr. 
Qinton. 

The centrepiece of Mr. 
Ointon’s tax cut plan was a 
.provision that would let fami- 
lies with annua! incomes of 


up to Si 2.i. 200 »n:c ofF up to 
SI0.C*>3 :r. college tuition ex- 
penses each year. 

I: wold also give families 
with incomes of up to S75 >100 
a year j tax credit of up in 
S5*.*? ?o: eacn child under .tgc 
13 It would raise the income 
ceiling ter tax -deterTed indi- 
vidual retirement accounts so 
S;U':-.tf.«- per family and allow 
penalty -tree withdrawals lor 
tuition payments, catas- 
trophic m.cdtea: expenses. 


Tanzania, hit by aid freeze, in financial crisis 



DAR ES SALAAM (R) — 
Aji aid ban imposed oh Tan- 
zania by leading donors has 
hit its coffers so hard the 
reformist government has 
been forced to borrow $40 
million from commercial 
banks, a minister bas said. 

Finance Minister Jakaya 
Kikwete told Reuters in an 
interview the borrowing had 
in turn fuelled inflation and 
thrown the East African 
country’s economic recovery 
programme out of gear. 

“We are off track. The 
government's performance 


was not good in the last three 
months,” the minister said 
shortly before he left for 
Paris to attend a donors' con- 
sultative group meeting. 

Mr. Kikwete, 45, was re- 
ferring to a freeze of up to 
$35 million in balance of pay- 
ments support imposed last 
month by Finland, Sweden 
and Norway, Tanzania's 
leading traditional donors. 

The three countries cited 
concern at official reports 
that rampant tax evasion cost 
the country $125 million last 
year. Other Western donors 


followed suit and withheld 
undisclosed amounts of dol- 
lars in badly-needed aid. 

Tanzania launched an in- 
vestigation into the evasion, 
fired the senior civil servant 
in charge of revenue and 
transferred former finance 
minister Kigboma Malima to 
a less important portfolio in a 
bid to appease the donors 
who underwrite annual aid of 
up to $800 million. 

How donors view the latest 
action by President All Has- 
son Mwinyi will only become 
clear at the Paris meeting 


during which rime Tanz ani a's 
economic conduct will come 
under dose scrutiny. 

Mr. Kikwete said he was 
still investigating the tax eva- 
sion racket and promised his 
top priority at the ministry he 
took control of last week 
would be efficient tax codec- 1 
tion. 

He said he would review 
the country’s fiscal policies. 

“Maybe the structure is 
poor or maybe the tariffs are 
too high to the extent that 
they encourage evasion," be 
said. 


Perfume for men launched 


Astra establishment for 
Commercial Agencies 
Thursday held a training 
course for the sales staff at 
f cosmetics outlets and phar- 
macies. during which the 
marketing director. Fredy 
Fais. introduced a new per- 
fume for men. “State- 
ment.’' from Etienne Aig- 
ner. one of the leading per- 
fume producers. Etienne 
Aigner is spedalised in pro- 
ducing perfumes, clothes, 
accessories and leather 


items. 

Mr. Fais said “State- 
ment'' is a unique, exdting. 
reliable and full of life per- 
fume. 

• 

He said that Aigner pro- 
ducts are well-received in 
Europe and the Middle 
East. 

Astra Director General 
Imad A1 Tayah welcomed 
Mr. Fais hnd thanked the 
audience for their coopera- 
tion. 



THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“Any fool can buy flowers from a 
store. ..but did anybody ever plant 
daisies in his belly button for you?” 


Mastt^n’Jeff 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
g by Hand Arnold and Mika Arglrton 



WHAT THEY 
CCW5P&&? the carp 
suggcstion. 


Now arrange we circled tenors to 
lorm me surprise answer, as sug- 
gested By ib® atJove cartoon. 


Answer here: 


TOKYO (R) — Japan had 
the world's highest value of 
output per head of popula- 
tion for the first rime in 1993, 
knocking Switzerland out of 
the top spot, a government 
agency sard Friday. 

It rose to $33,764 per head 
from $29,478 the previous 
year, the Economic Planning 
Agency (EPA) said in a re- 
port. 

The figure, per capita gross 
domestic product (GDP), 
was the highest among the 25 
members of the Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD). 

The yen's strength boosted 
the value of dollar-bascd per 
capita GDP in 1993, the EPA 
said. Switzerland took second 
place with per capita GDP 
worth $33,746. 

Japan's nominal GDP. or 
total output of goods and 
, services minus net income 
from overseas production. 


rose to $4.21 trillion in 1993 j 
from $3.66 trillion in 1992. _ 
ranking second only to the ■ 
United States among OECD ! 
members, it said. 

Meanwhile, the combined 
value of Japan's visible and 
financial assets rebounded in . 
1993 after falling in 1992. the 
first slippage since the EPA ■ 
started records in 1955. 

Gross asset value totalled 
6,981 trillion yen ($69.81 tril- 
lion) at the end of 1993, up 
0.8 per cent from a year 
earlier, it said. 

The value of Japan's land 
assets continued to fall sharp- 
ly in 1993, although that of 
stock assets posted the first 
year-on-year gain in four 
years, the EPA said. 

Japan was hit hard by dras- 
tic falls in both land and stock 
assets in the early 1990s after 
the bursting of the bubble 
economy of inflated stock 
and land prices of the late 
1980s. 


home purchase* and c.irc of 
elderly parents. 

"We can pay for thiv mid- 
dle class 'bill of rights' by 
continuing to reduce govern- 
ment spending, including 
subsidies to powerful in- 
terests .. Mr. Clinton said. 

Resulting savings would fi- 
nance the fivcvc.it . Set! bil- 
lion cost of the' tax cuts and 
there would he $16 billion left 
over to further reduce the 
federal deficit, he said. 
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FORECAST FOR SATURDAY. DECEMBER 17, 1994 

By Thom* S P&rson Aszoicge'. Csrroii RgKer Foi.ndation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES; The lull moon ibday in Gemini comes 
with a dtHiWe moon opposition this evening which'limitsand rrsirvi* 
your activities. Don't fight m\ unexpected changes aft your schedule. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April IV) Your associates arc very import Ant 
to you and yuu can now come to a fme agreement. Provided vou 
don't get into any outside operations. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Study the tasks at hand and use the 
newest mechanisms so that you can save time and energy, so you can 
be more productive and harmonious. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Delve into inexpensive entertainment 
only and you have a good lime. Use good judgement in dealing with 
your mate on any proposed activates. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21 ) Some changes at home 
could prove costly so think twtcc about making them. Entertain 
dose friends at home tonight. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 211 You may find it difficult to get your 
activities completed today, but use care and all works our wed. A 
fellow- associate has an idea which is good for you. 

"VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Forget the financial restric- 
tions for now and get repairs completed which are necessary to your 
home and have more order around you. 

LIBRA; (September 23 to October 22) Your judgement about some 
fundamental affair is not apt to be good today, so cel ideas and 
advice from others you can trust. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 2!) You are anxious to gam 
data you need for a project but you cannot do so now. It is important 
that you are very kind with your mate. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) This is not a good ! 
day for handling monetary matters but fine for gaining pereonal 
aims, if you go after them. Enjoy good friends.’ 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Listen to the adv ice of 
experts today since your own judgment is not up to par. Attend 
some fine social event in the evening with your mate. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 1*)) New ideas come to vour 
attention, but study them well before accepting the results Don't let 
a private anxiety slow you down. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 201 Your hunches are not good now 
so use your good judgement in whatever may turn up uncxDcctcdlv 
for you to gam your success. ^ 5 

Binbstone of December: Turquoise - Zircon 
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I Faucet 

4 SftrpsftajM 

5 Owned 

11 Insult sharply 

13 Saline 

14 Ctty ot Cotomwa 
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IB Aniuolv 
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27 Confined 
22 Regwtwti 
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53 Roimd 

54 Blood (poops 

55 Take on 

56 Hard 
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58 Ooa od 
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3 Chums 

4 FWinhce 
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3 CD return 
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10 Harrow blade 
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t6 Change 
daemon 
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3 Be blur 
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<j8 Very good 
30 French pan 

33 Appropriates 

bHomotnws 

34 Bohnmg a mate 
36 Timor town 

39 Celerity 

40 Homer long, 
ones 

■*1 Evict 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 
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Ads for job 
opportunities 
outside 
Jordan must 
be approved 
by Ministry 
of Labour 

*☆ Advertisements of work 
opportunities for Jordanians 
outside the Kingdom must 
first be approved by the 
Ministry of Labour to safe- 
guard the interests and rights 
of Jordanian workers. Adver- 
tisements from accredited 
embassies in the Kingdom 
^fan be published without 
p*prior approval provided that 
a photocopy of the adver- 
tisement is sent to the minis- 
try for record purposes (A1 
! Ra’i). 

| ☆☆ A committee from the 
[ Ministry of Labour, the 
i General Association for 
1 Mechanics and Land Trans- 
port Workers will try to make 
! a list of non-Jordanian driv- 
. ers in a serious attempt to 
1 replace them with Jordanian 
drivers (Al Ra’i). 

■irtr Post and Communica- 
tions Minister Hashem Al 
Dabbas urged his staff to 
speed up studies and prepare 
the specifications and terms 
for tenders which could be 
floated within the 1995 
budget (Al Ra’i). 

■irtr Despite losing about 50 
'per cent of the capital, the 
Jordan Company for TV, 
Radio and Cinema Produc- 
tion has decided to continue 
operations. According to fu- 
ture-pians, the company in- i 
tends to lease its quarters andn 
equipment while continuing 
to produce a limited number 
off television shows hours. 
The company also plans to 
intensify its efforts to collect 
its financial dues from Arab 
stations (Al Dustour). 

☆☆ The industry and trade 
minister of the Czech Repub- 
lic will arrive in Amman 
tomorrow on an official visit 
to the Kingdom. The minis- 
ter, Vladimir Dlouhy, will 
Sunday conduct talks with 
Minister Rima Khalaf on pos- 
sibilities of promoting econo- 
mic cooperation between the 
two countries. Mr. Dlouhy, 
who will meet other Jorda- 
nian economic officials, will 
be accompanied by a group 
of Czech businessmen who 
will hold talks with the Jorda- 
nian business community to 
bolster commercial ties. 

The National Company 
for Aluminium Sheets is a 
public shareholding company 
under establishment. Found- 
ers are expected to sign the 
company’s articles of associa- 
tion and the basic regulations 
Saturday- Chairman of the 
founding committee is 
Mohammad Haitham Al 
Nabulsi (Al Ra’i). 

i 

* Reliable government 
t dices said that the Natural 
Resources Authority will be 
converted into a company in 
the first half of 1995. Under 
one proposal, a main com- 
pany for petroleum and gas 
will be established with three 
small companies to be set up 
with affiliation tor the main 
company. A second proposal 
suggests setting up a 
government-owned company 
for oil and gas exploration 
and another company for 
drilling and exploring for oil, 
gas and mineral resources 
which would have a large 
private sector capital (Al 
AswaqV 

The Orphans Fund made 
a JD 10 million profit last 
year from trading at the Am- 
man Financial Market. 
According to the Orphans 
Fund director-general, in- 
vestments in real estate stood 
at JD 10 million at the end of 
September 1994 (Sawt Al 

Shaab). 

•frtt Sunday. Dec. 25. is the 
last dav of validity for the 

September-D-ecem ber 

coupons under which the 
puP’lc can buy subsidised 
rice, sugar and milk. Mer- 
chants have to submit the 
coupons to the Ministiy of 
Supply by Wednesday. Dec. 
28 at the latest (Al Rai). 
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Industry battle looms as new 
movie compact disc is unveiled 
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TOKYO (R) — Japan's Sony 
Corp and Philips Electronics 
N.V. of the Netherlands un- 
veiled a blueprint Friday for a 
new generation of movie, 
compact discs (CD) that they 
hope will make the home 
video tape obsolete. 

With their joint design for 
a digital video disc (DVD) 
storing up to 135 minutes of 
film, the two companies fired 
the first shot in a battle with a 
rival electronics alliance to 
set the industry standard for 
the new technology. 

The rival group led by 
Toshiba Corp. and laser disc 
supremo Pioneer Electronics 
Corp. is working on a disc 
they claim offers superior pic- 
ture quality and has the sup- 
port of Hollywood. 

If the two rival groups fail 
to reach agreement, discs 
made for one system will not 
play on the other, confusing 
consumers and restricting 
their choice of movies ana 
other software. 

The Sony-Philips disc, due 
to launched sometime in 
1996, will be almost identical 
to a muse CD but new laser 
technology allows it to store 
five times as much data — 3.7 
gigabytes (billion bytes). 

It also uses special chi[)s to 
squash 135 minutes of video 
into this amount of storage 


space. 

Toshiba's version fits the 
same length of video onto a 
4.8-gigabyte disc, meaning 
the simpUfi cation of images 
that occurs in compression is 
less drastic and the picture 
quality is better preserved. 

The move industry, eager 
to keep its works in good 
condition, wants the discs to 
have a capacity of at least 4.S 
gigabytes and has given 
Toshiba's proposed system 
the seal of approval, said 
Tetsuo Kodoya, a spokesman 
for that company. - 

“This machine will be 
driven by software, not hard- 
ware,” he said. “The most 
important people are Holly- 
wood and consumers, and 
what they want is high quality 
pictures and sound.” ■ 

Sony says its disc will be 
cheaper to manufacture be- 
cause it can be made with 
little adjustment to music CD 
facilities. 

“From .the cost point of 
view Sony’s version is good,” 
said Yoshiharu Ezumi, an 
analyst at UBS Securities' 
Tokyo office. “But picture 
quality is essential to replace 
the vidpo tape and from this 
angle Toshiba’s is better." 

Both formats will eventual- 
ly be able to double their 
capacity. Sony’s will have two 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Friday. 


U.S. $1-00 costs 1.3862/72 
1.5716/26 
1.7596/06 
1.3290/00 
32.31/35 
5.4127/77 
1632.2/3.2 
100.25/35 
7.5250/50 
6.8510/60 
6.1568/18 

One sterling $1.5624/34 
One ounce of gold $379.80^380.10 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


separate layers of encoded 
surface and the laser pick-up 
will be able to focus on 
either. Toshiba's will be 
double-sided like an LP re- 
cord. 

For Sony, this is eerily re- 
miniscent of a similar battle it 
fought — and lost — over 
video tape standards. 

Its beta tapes were ousted 
by Matsushita Electric In- 
dustrial Co. Ltd's VHS, 
which became the de facto 
world standard, so that peo- 
ple who bought its beta 
machines now find it nearly 
impossible be rent video 
tapes for them. 

This time, however, Sony 
is not making the mistake it 
made then of trying to mono- 
polise the market. Instead it 
is trying to get its standard 
adopted by as many com- 
panies as possible. 

Indeed, the powerful 
alliance with Philips, the 
world's second largest con- 
sumer electronics maker, 
may help it triumph. 

Analysts say the outcome 
depends ultimately on the in- 
dustry’s largest player — 
Sony’s old rival Matsushita. 

If it joins Sony-Philips. 
their system is likely to win. 

If it opts for Toshiba’s 
camp, the industry could be 
stuck with a damaging battle 
between two rival standards. 

Following Sony's 
announcement Friday. . Mat- 
sushita issued a statement 
saying it was still considering 
what to do. However it also 
said it thought the standard 
should be unified, possibly 
indicating it was leaning to- 
wards Sony. 

“We understand we have 
the support of Matsushita," 
Sony spokesman Andrew 
House told Reuters. 
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AMMAN — Jordan has 
awarded the mandate for a 
$50 million Eurobond, its 
first foray to tap funds from 
world capital markets since 
1988, a senior central bank 
official has said. 

“The mandate has been 
set... and there has been a 
tremendous interest in the 
market in this issue. This is 
proof that Jordan is credit- 
worthy,” Michel Marto, de- 
puty governor of Central 
Bank of Jordan, told Reu- 
ters. 

Dr. Marto said an 
announcement on details of 
the award, to be approved by 
Jordan's cabinet, was ex- 
pected soon. v 

The central bank -official; 
did not disclose to whom it’ 
was awarded but bankers said 
British-based ANZ and 
French Paribas who bid 
together won the mandate to 
underwrite the issue. 

The issuer of the seven 
year paper is the state-owned 
Telecommunications Cor- 
poration, (TCC), the coun- 
try’s highest revenue generat- 
ing public enterprise. 

TCC, which maintains a 
monopoly over telecom- 
munications in Jordan, is ex- 
pected to make an operating 
profit of 120 million dinars 
($171.4 million) this year, 
compared to around 100 mil- 
lion dinars ($142 million) last 
year. 

The issue comes in the 
wake of new investor interest 
in Jordan after it signed a 
peace deal with Israel on Oct. 
26 ending a 46-year state of 
war. 

Dr. Marto confirmed the 
World Bank only guaranteed 
the issue’s principal while the 
borrower, TCC, would back 
its interest. 


The European issue, with 
fewer strings attached com- * 
pared to official loans, would * 
be cheaper than what Jordan 
would get if it went directly as 
a sovereign borrower. 

“We chose what was the 
best offer made to Jordan,” 

Dr. Marto said, adding that 
nine banks singly or together 1 
bid with five shortlisted. 

Dr. Marto said interest - 
generated by the issue from 
international capital markets - 
to finance Jordan's invest- 
ment projects was an indica- - 
don its country risk was 
“going down.” 

He cited foreign confi- 
dence in Jordan’s moves to 
restructure IMF directed 
“economic adjustment plans 
and a sound macroeconomic - 
policy.” 

Bankers say its success will 
help boost foreign confidence 
in Jordan, open doors for- 
cheaper financing in the fu- 
ture and improve its mod- 
erately high country risk and 
credit rating. 

“We expect other issues 
will follow to raise the funds ; * 
needed for privatisation of ’ 
the state airline, electricity ' ‘ 
and water authorities,” said 
senior banker Mifieh Aqel. • - 
The issue will partly fi- 
nance TCC's $220 million in- ’ 
vestment programme to add *' 
280,000 new telephone lines to 
the country s severely- 
strained national network by 
1997. : 

TCC is a strong candidate - ’ 
to become Jordan's first ' • 
privatised firm. 

So far Jordan is moving at 
a snail’s pace in privatising its 
holdings in major corpora- ‘ ; 
lions, an important compo- * 
nent of IMF-directed econo- *’ 
mic plans being implemented * 
since 1992. 
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IWiSiW .• 

FOR RENT 

Many apartments and villas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have mssry listings of 
villas, flats, and building lots 


Commercial and 
— residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Fteal Estate 
TeL 810605/810609 
810520 
Fax: 810520 


^ A SECURE 

w ‘FLAT.OTEL 
Swotflyh 




Pizza 

Pasta 

Exotic Sandwiches 
^rHambi 

. 5^ ' 



FtatOTEL 
'SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY 


dUl 4 (Lc tjili JLI 
4 <4 »* Tt A 

863944 - 816690 


CHEN'S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

| Mecca Street, Yarmouk| 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

IMonogolian Barbequeforl 
Lunch Friday only 
TaL: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

I Open daily 12M - 3£Q pjs. 
&30 - Midnight 

Air Conditioned Hall 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman., near 
AhUyyah Girfs Schools 

Take away is avaHable 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 pan. 
7:00 — midnight 

Tel.: 638908 


SZEEHVAN GARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 

ltpktf 
SUM 

| 0pca\l3B-XXA&aB-t&Bi)u \ 

Tmkm away Is available 
Stmt AMnb Stoat 
Urn Uttmhah CbmopreM Centro 

TeL: 141174 

_Cocc luted Mw«!fS Uvcd_y 


MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 

6:30 - 11:30 p.m. 
TeL- 861838 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
I Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
30% 


B Mi rt 20 x 30 


Shmetsani ■. Opp. Grindttays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



’The Cfossiest Of 
The Cicssiesc ! 

Mn . 7 


w 


:ihai A! Wcbt k’h/ Tcl .63 / 1 0 1 i()M 


Amman iirsl ciuic 

>i>pnsju- ik \o r:\M5 \ss\ 
1 654205 


V. e^:rc:c!: pi;c:s 


Restaurant 
Italian > Met! Cuisine 

Sweifiyeb - 363944 


Milano , 

Sportrvv«H'r Stores 


'firfiS'^lmifiyeh 

863944 v 


ws.a.ws 


FOR PARTES* 
SPECIAL FUNCTIONS 
Op*n Dally 
Disco Thursdays 
Burger* * Pizzas DmUy 


For Your Stay in Amman 

I Quality Furnished Rats I 



kjWU .4 

FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
fit Apartments 
in Amman. 


One end Two Bedrooms I 
Reasonable Rates For 
Sh ort or Long St ay 

5th Circle 
674563 - 674551 



REAL ESTATE 

TeL 864230 
Fi 




‘Rent 



Tel .* 692505 , 691146 / ExL 116 
Fax : 699080 , Wasfi Al-Tel St 
Abu Harb commercial center 
Second floor 
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1st Division Basketball Championship 


Ahli thrash Orthodoxi to retain 3rd consecutive title 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A1 Ahli were 
Thursday crowned Jordan's 
basketball champions for 
the record 22 nd time when 
they retained their third 
consecutive basketball title 
by scoring a convincing 82- 
65 win over A1 Orthodoxi 
in the final match of the 
First Division Cham- 
pionship. 

While A1 Ahli mainly de- 
pended on their veteran 
players, an abundant 
lineup of younger team- 
mates were more than 
ready to represent their 
team. That however was 
not the case with the for- 
mer champions whose 
undermanned team was 
heavily exposed. Leading 
scorer Hilal Barakat was 
closely guarded by his 
opponents and his team- 
mates were unable to fill 
the gap; their scoring was 
limited and consequently 
settled for second place af- 
ter allowing A1 Ahli to set 
the pace in the match 
attended by over 2,000 fans 
at Amman's Sports Palace. 

A1 Ahli had won the first 
round encounter 79-70. and 
needed to repeat their win 
to retain their title. A1 
Orthodoxi could have pro- 
longed the competition had 
they won the match to 
force a title-deciding best 
of three rounds. 

However. Al Orthodo- 
xi ’s form Thursday was not 
reminiscent of the years 


when they had a virtually 
undisputed reign on the 
Kingdom's basketball 
scene, from 1976-1989. be- 
fore losing the crown to AI 
Ahli in 1990. 

AI Orthodoxi's only lead 
was at 10-9 after a three- 
pointer by Hilal Barakat in 
the sixthminute. 

From that minute. 
Ramez Hammoudeh play- 
ed one of his best matches 
and scored with Naser 
Bushnaq and Yousef Zagh- 
loul to give his team a 25-19 
lead before a three-pointer 
by Marwan Ma'touq put 
their lead at 28-21. 

Bushnaq was substituted 
by Marwan AJ Saeedi who 
closely guarded Barakat. 
Jan Sahlieh scored a three- 
pointer and netted another 
basket for Al Orthodoxi to 
reduce the gap to 34-30. 

Al Ahli ended the first 
half 40-34. 

AI Ahli's captain Samir 
Murqus. who has hinted 
that this season might be 
his last, netted a three 
pointer as did Sami Sadul- 
din, both scoring 10 con- 
secutive points, including a 
spectacular reverse layup 
by the agile Saduldin at the 
beginning of the second 
half, to give their team a 
53-33 lead. 

Muntaser Abul Tayyeb, 
who has not appeared in his 
usual form, answered back 
with a three-pointer of his 
own but later gained his 
fourth personal foul which 
greatly hampered his de- 



A1 Ahli’s team 

fensive capability. 

Another three-pointer by 
Ma'touq gave Al Ahli a 
60-44 lead as the titlehol- 
ders took an irreversible 
lead and seemed set to win 
the match. 


Al Ahli's Mohammad Al 
Shamali. who was not given 
much playing time this sea- 
son. netted six consecutive 
points, as did Al Orthodo- 
xi's brilliant playmaker 
Jihad Saiiba who cleverly 


FINAL STANDINGS 



P 

W 

L 

SF 

SA 

Pts. 

Ahli 

12 

12 

— 

1238 

670 

24 

Orthodoxi 

12 

10 


1140 

723 

22 

Jazireh 

12 

8 

4 

928 

813 

20 

jam 

12 

6 

6 

707 

815 

18 

Watani 

12 

3 

9 

815 

1083 

15 

Hussein 4 

12 

3 

9 

759 

1045 

15 

Homentmen* 

12 

— 

12 

508 

1020 

10 


☆ Relegated to 2nd division. 
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Duraclean 


Homes fresh cleaning for home & business 

UPHOLSTERED 

„ J j FURNITURE 

ORIENTAL RUG 
" |f DRAPERY 

If CAR UPHOLSTERY 

1 jrS"* 



SEASONS GREETING 

® Stum's qrtamjs ££ ^ lias 
$ CMoUmrs Vomx. j| ^ ojgpatjuvo 


For Free Estimate And More Information 
Cali Duraclean Tel: 836692 





penetrated Al Ahli's de- 
fences based on individual 
skills rather than a preset 
playing strategy or team- 
work effort. 

Al Ahli led 68-51 before 
Barakat and Saiiba added 
seven points and cried to 
apply a press defence which 
was easily countered by Al 
Ahli’s faster players. 

Al Ahli's Zaghloul. 
Bushnaq. and Murqus out- 
scored their opponents 6-1 
in two minutes and Ham- 
moudeh captivated fans 
with the match's sole slam 
dank to lead 7S-61 and sea! 
the match with an S2-65 
win. 


SARSOUR ESTABLISHMENT 

Clothes and gifts for any member of the family. 

JD 3.5 ONLY for any piece! 

Al Nuzha Circle, Amman. Tel. 643564 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

1. Deluxe furnished acanmer.:. 2 cres TV roam 
big salon, dining area.. 2 cahvocms mqc err. K.tchen. 
colqur TV., video, satellite separate*' Telephone & 
centra! heating, garage arc b;g garcer.. Location- 
Abdcun area, near Qrthoccx Cud. cj;e: & safe 
residential area, no water prcb.em 

Call tel. 844100 ail day. 

2. Another one 5th Circle, is: 'cor avaiiafc e aisc. 


CARS FOR SALE 


Duty unpaid : 

9 1993 TOYOTA 4 Runner 4x4 full option VS. 
9 1988 Mercedes Benz 420 SEL full option. 


I For more information Tel: 619767 


Al Jazireh's retained 
third place for a third con- 
secutive year after defeat- 
ing former third place hol- 
ders AI Jalil 73-69 and 71- 
55. Al Jalil thus finished 
fourth. 

“Although we retained 
our standing, we were a 
much better team this 
year,” Jazireh's head coach 
Imad Al Sa'eed told the 
Jordan Times. 

Al Jazireh young lineup 
represents the’club's under- 
22 team. They are credited 
with the honour of being 
the only team to defeat Al 
Ahli in a halftime score at 
42-32 in their mere 12-point 
77-65 defeat to the tiilehol- 
ders. 

“Our players greatly be- 
nefitted from their matches 
against more experienced 
players. I expect them to 
perform much better in up- 
coming seasons.** Saecd 
added. 

Al Watani maintained 
their place in the division 
on score difference with Al 
Hussein. Al Hussein had 
won their first round en- 
counter 79-76. However. 
Al Watani won the second 
round match S4-6S and 
pushed Al Hussein to 2nd 
division for the first time 
since they were promoted 
in 1971. 

Undermanned Homent- 
men, who have been strug- 
gling for the past decade 
tor a foothold in the presti- 
gious group? returned to the 
second division. 


Ondieki 
refuses to 
run against 

Chinese 

SYDNEY (AFP) — Austra- 
lia’s star long distance runner 
Lisa Ondieki has threatened 
boycott next year's world 
athletics * championships in 
SmSBen if Chinese athletes 
compete. 

Ondieki qualified* for the 
Gothenburg event with an 
outstanding win in the Au^ 
strati an 10.000 metres cham- 
pionship in Melbourne on 
Thursday night. She then ex- 
pressed deep reservations ab- 
out the all-conquering 
Chinese women. 

"I would not waste my 
time by going to compete 
against women running 
junior men's times,” said 
Ondieki, who less than a 
month ago finished third in 
the Tokyo Marathon. 

“It’s a joke that a woman 
can run 29m30s for the 
10.000m. If they set rid of 
them (the Chinese) it would 
be okay, otherwise it would 
be a waste of time.” 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

JOHN F. KENNEDY SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT 
Institute for Social and Economic Policy in the Middle East 


Middle East Educational Fellowship (MEEF) foiJHealth and Human Service Professionals 


Th e I n _ $uiuie. . iq rJbQ . C i a i- a n a ■ LCQJiQmii;-r-CUlcy_m-me_tyiiaoie_Last p l_M eJo h n F. Kennedy Sc h ool of Government at Harvard University promotes regional 
cooperation and economic development in the Middle East through education, research and project implementation. The MEEF program creates a network of 
regional professional and public officials throughout the Middle East who will, political conditions permitting, communicate and cooperate across borders and 
attend to the economics of the region in the broadest sense. 

Each year, the Institute selects approximately 10 outstanding professionals in health and human services. Fellows are enrolled in either the Kennedv School's! 
Mid-Career Master in Public Administration degree program or the Master in Public Health degree program at the Harvard School of Public Health, 
as suited to their professional needs. The 12 month Fellowship includes tuition and fees, an initial adjustment allowance, individual health insurance, housing 
and a one-time book allowance. The Fellowship does nsl include air travel, family health insurance, and daily living expenses. 


1 . be at least thirty three (33) years of age; 

2. have a minimum of seven (7) years of substantial professional experience in the fields of health or human services: 

3. hold a Bachelor's degree to apply to KSG; an MD or other advanced degrees related to public health to apply to HSPH and a demonstrated ability to 
perform well in a rigorous, inter-disciplinary academic program; 

4. demonstrate proficiency in English by a TOEFL score of 600 or higher for KSG and a score of 550 or higher for the HSPH. The exam must have been 
taken in the last two years. Candidates applying to KSG who have had at least four years of undergraduate education in an English speaking university are 
required to submit GRE scores instead of TOEFL scores. The GRE exam must be taken in the last five years. All candidates applying to HSPH are 
required to submit GRE scores of exams taken in the last two years. 

5. commit to returning to the Middle East to work in government and other public or voluntary sector organizations. 




Tamar Miller and Walid Chamoun 
Institute for Social and Economic Policy in the Middle East 
79 John F. Kennedy Street 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 U.S.A. 

Tel: (617) 496-6220 or (6 1 7) 496-3 1 06 Fax: (6 1 7) 495-4 1 88 

Prospective applicants will receive a description of the program and a MEEF Preliminary Daw Sheet 
which he or she may return to the Institute with an updated curriculum vitae. 


APPLICANTS SH0ULV SENV THEIR APPLICATIONS THE FQLLOmNG AUUKtss . . 

WITH FULL ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NO. tJCERD ' 

wnw - AL-JUSAJHA 119 41 JORDAN 

revised 12 October. 


Weary U.S. 
of baseball 

WASHINGTON tAFP) — 
Major League club owners 
granted baseball a seven-day 
grace period, but it remains 
to be seen if the pre- 
Christmas reprieve will be 
enough to salvage the 1995 
season. 

Strike weary fans are still 
skeptical, believing the 
machinations of both players 
and owners betray a lack of 
concern for a game that ha.\ 
been a source of joy to Amer- 
icans fOT 125 years. 

“Players have tost touch 
with the real world and the 
owners never cared about the 
fans,** said long-time tan 
Mike Devine of Portland. 
Oregon. “This is all about 
money and power. 

“I am not willing to ignore 
a game I grew up with. But 
what I won't do is attend a 
game for a while. It's the only- 
power we have as fans." he 
said. 

On Thursday, owners 
voted to postpone imple- 
mentation of a salary cap for 
seven days, saving they 
hoped to reach an' agreement 
with striking players and get 
the 1995 season back on 
track. 

But owners still >J> they 
need salary limits, and play- 
ers are still' visccrally opposed 
to them. 

If an extra weeks of talks 
yields no progress, owners 
say they will impose the cap. 
and players say they will rake 
the matter to court in what 
would he a long, bitter legal 
battle. 

Players would appeal to 
the National Labour Relations 
Board (NLRB), charging 
owners with failure to bar- 
gain m good faith. They 
would seek a legal injunction 
against the salary cap during 
a two-month NLRB inves- 
tigation. 


. fans wary 
reprieve 
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hall i*i the defense'*, cowl assets. so 
jr.vthinp a defender can do To moke 
partner's lot easier should be seized 
when the opportunity <• rises. This 
deal was onjpnally reported by Dr 
OitfKC R own k ran: of Mexico City. 
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hmn*.’ 

Knil might still have hern •.it-o.ig 
then- try ing to find a w!u> wii hud it 
uut Iteen tor thr fa,-; W.-st w.ls j 
. imperative partner On Hie »•■** •! 
clubs West n-i nsoned the kir.*' U i;h 
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Wests rulT was the scums tnck. 
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Invitation For Bids 
Mafraq Water System Rehabilitation Project 
Contracts Central No. 161/94 

1. The Water Authority of the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation, through the Ministry ot Public Works 
and Housing/Government Tenders Directorate 
invites experienced foreign contractors from' 
countries which meet the eligibility criteria ot the 
European Investment Bank and local contractors 
□ h ° ha w ? een prequalified by the Ministry' of 
Public Woijs and Housing as First Grade m 
Water and Sewerage, or a joint venture between 
eligible foreign and local contractors to submS 
heir offers for the supply, delivery and construc- 
tion of Mafraq Water Distribution System. Foreign 
contractors are strongly encouraged to joint 

contractors aSSOC ‘ ate W ' th the above Qraded local 

2. The project is partially financed by (EIB). 

3. The project consists of the supply and installation 

PipeS With di ^eter 

19mm to 400mm, total length about 181 km 

4. Tender documents are available and mav h* 
examined and purchased the Government 

a«H S S' reCt0rate a i the Ministry of Public Works 
Housmg m Amman: P.O.Box 1220 t*i 
(+J962 6 607 481. Fax ( +) 6 tIT 

5. The non-refundable fee for each s*i ^ 

documents will be JD 500. " Se ° f IendGr 

6. The latest date set for , 

documents by , he elig.bie ^de^.s 0 ^ 

lm a conter ence will be held at th* 

Authontys main offices in Water 

8 “IT time ' °" M ° nday anu^r? t^' 

the office of the Govem^n, 

Eng. George Haddad e 

Chalrm an/Centra! Tenders 
General Dlrector/G^rnS^J”^®® 
Directorate wr/t,ov ernment Tenders 


A hearing bclyre an aow- 
nistr alive law juJge 
come in March, around 
time plavcrv would 6 0 <rc t- 
pccicd to for sprfeag 

training before the 199 S 
son. Few arr expected to 
cross picket line* if a safer? 
cap is in place 

Players went on strike on 
August 12. wiping out thfl hat - 
52 da vs of the scomW «d 
forcing the cancellation of ttoe 
World Senes lor ihe firat tine 
since 19W. 

The vhut-Jown ami four 
months of tailed talks h*w. 
made baseball fans- fem&r. 
Sales of Nouvcmi cluthu^; upe 
down 50 p^r 

Stock % allies on buefeti) 
card manufacturers have 
plunged as the puWic tut quit 
purchasing collectibles. Offi- 
cial 19 U 4 World Senes base- 
balls. never used, arc being 
offered at bargain pneea. 
with few takers. 

“Everybody is fed up with 
all the greed." said Frank 
Sullivan, a Cleveland ln&» 
.ins' season ticket holder who 
founded 4 fans' protest 
group “What they all forget 
is that the buck stop with the 
tans.” 

Baseball, which once en- 
joyed near- mythical status, at 
it was handed down from 
parents to children, hav be- 
come ;i disappointment 10 
many of thvv>e who loved the 
game most, 

“It's difficult to measure 
the damage, hut it will be 
harmful." said Boston Red 
Sax owner John Harrington, 
the owners’ top negotiator. 

An epic legal fight is still 
possible before lawyers and 
judges cki what millionaire 
owners and players could UOt 
— find a formula to divide 
the spoils in what had been a 
hiHion-dollar per vear mdttt* 
try. 
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Wate’s V'uraie Jones centre seems to have a with his 

Bulgarian onMnent daring their European q ml i fyl a g matr^ 
Bulgaria won 3-0 (AFP photo) ^ ^ 

Germany take on 
Albania on home turf 
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BONN (R) — Germany plan 
to continue where they left 
off against Moldova in mid- 
week when they take on 
^Albania in a European 
'Championship qualifier in 
. Kaiserslautern Sunday. 

Coach Berti Vogts is hop- 
ing his frontline trio of veter- 
an Lothar Matthaeus and 
•strikers Ulf Kirsten and 
Jnergen Klinsmann can re- 
peat the impact they made on 
Wednesday when Germany’s 
3-0 win maintained their 100 
* per cent record in group 
seven. 

Kirsten scored the first 
; goal and set up Klinsmann 

- for the second, while Mattb- 
■ aens, playing in defence but 
‘ going forward at every 

opportunity, hit the third. 

Borrussia Dortmund strik- 
•.er Karlheinz Riedle, who 
; missed the Moldova match, is 

- suffer eing from a pulled shin 
muscle but is likely to be 
named as one of the substi- 


tutes. 

Vogts told Germany’s BQd 
newspaper tfie Moldova win 
showed the German team 
was back in form and re- 
covering morale lost when it 
was dumped out of the Worid 
Cup finals by Bulgaria. 

“I'm looking forward to 
it,” he said. «We just have to 

K ’ck up where we left off in 
bldova.” 

Vogts is expected to name 
an unchanged line-up, -but 
would not rule out possibility 
of bringing in local hero Ste- 
fan Kuntz if the K + and K + 
formula, as Klinsmann and 
Kirsten have been dubbed by 
the German press, proves to 
be a one-off. 

Juventus defender Juergen 
Kohler is again likely to be 
missing Sunday. He is suffer- 
ing from a painful right acbil- 
les tendon and Bayern 
Munich’s Thomas Helmer is 
expected to retain his place. 
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MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

* Studio of one bedroom, 1 , ft & B. 

H One’bedroom living room K & Bl 
☆T wo bedrooms, Rving-dTrttng room K & B. 
i Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Owner TeL- 647862/642351 
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Invitation For Bids 

Greater Amman Water System Rehabilitation Project 
_ Contracts 60/94/iA/Central 

1. The Water Authority of the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation, through the Ministry of Public Works 
and Housing/Govemment Tenders Directorate, 
invites experienced German contractors DVGW- 
certified and local contractors who have been 
pre-qualified by the Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing at First Grade in Water and Sewerage, or 
a joint venture between Gentian and local con- 
tractors to submit their offers for the supply, 
delivery and construction of Greater Amman 
Water System Rehabilitation Project. German 
contractors are strongly encouraged to joint 
venture or associate with the above grade local 
contractors. 

2. The project is partially financed by KFW. The 
project consists of the supply and installation of 
water supply pipes with diameter- varying from 

j "49mm to 600mm, total length about 154 km. 

I 3. Tender documents are available and may be 

L examined and purchased from the Government 

w Tenders Directorate at the Ministry of Public 
Works and Housing in Amman: P.O.Box 1220 
Tel. (+) 962 6 607 481, Fax (+) 962 6 606 751. 

4. The non-refundable fee for each set of tender 
documents will be JD500. 

5. The latest date set for the purchase of tender 
documents by the eligible bidders is January 
23rd. 1995. 

6. A prebid conference will be held at the Water 
Authority’s main office in Amman at 900 hour, 
Jordan local time, on Monday 23rd January 1995. 

7. Bids are due not later than 1200 hours, Jordan 
* local time, on Saturday, February 4th, 1995, to the 

office of the Government Tenders Directorate. 


Despite doomsayers, 

tennis is alive and well 


The Associated Press. 

TENNIS DIDN’T DIE in 
1994 after all, confounding 
die doomsayers ready to bury 
it. 

The sport, in fact, looked 
more robust than it had in 
years, with record attendance 
and prizes, burgeoning rival- 
ries, and promising new faces 
even as it witnessed an emo- 
tional farewell by Martina 
Navratilova, the most suc- 
cessful women’s player in his- 
tory. 

Pete Sampras and Steffi 
Graf repeated as the No. 1 
players, but each felt press- 
ure mounting as the year 
wore on. Injuries took a toll 
on both, and they saw long- 
time rivals, Andre Agassi and 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario, lift 
their own games for runs at 
the top spots in 1995. 

Sampras played sublime 
tennis most of the year, cap- 
turing the Australian Open 
and Wimbledon to raise his 
total of Grand Slam titles to 
five by age 23. Samrpas won 
eight other tournaments, in- 
cluding die ATP Tour World 
Championship, and wound 
op with a record $3.6 million 
in official prize money, plus 
$1.2 millio n in bonus pnzes, 
boosting his career earnings 
to more than $16 mil lion. 

But a foot injury suffered 
in a Davis Cup match right 
after Wimbledon sidelined 
Sampras for the next six 
weeks until the start of the 
U.S. Open. Sampras literally 
staggered out of exhaustion 
after losing in five sets to 
Jaime Yzaga, and that 
opened the way for Agassi. 

Agassi, who drifted down 
to No. 24 in the rankings at 
the end of last year, entered 



* 


'Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 

the U.S. Open unseeded. But 
he came in fitter and sharper 
than he'd been since winning 
his only other Grand Slam 
tide, Wimbledon in 1992. 
Under the tutelage of savvy 
fellow player Brad Gilbert, 
Agassi also suddenly played 
smarter and more consistent 
tennis. It all resulted in a 
stunning romp to the cham- 
pionship that included a re- 
cord five victories over 
seeded players. 

Agassi went on to rocket to 
No. 2 in the rankings with 
five titles, the best of his 
chareer, and is in position to 
overtake Sampras for the top 
spot as early as next April. 

Boris Becker didn't win 
any major titles, but he play- 
ed well enough to rise to No. 
3 at year’s end, followed by 
Sergi Brugnera, who won his 
second straignt French Open. 

A week after the U.S. 
Open, the tennis world was 
shocked by the accidental 
death of 40-year-old Vitas 
Genii aids from a faulty heat- 
ing system's gas leak at the 
houne of a friend in the New 
York city suburbs. The 
gregarious Genii aids, once 


Furnished Hportment with Tel. 

Location: Jabal . amman, 4th ^circle^JKMlidi 
Hospital St. ‘ ..-at 

Comprises: 3 Bedrooms (one master),Living 
Room,Dining Room,Salon,3Bathrooms and 
a Kitchen 
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X-mas Sale 

Beautiful Italian 
ladies shoes 

Amra Hotel, Shopping Centre 
6th Circle, Amman 


P O % 

, .JIO t- 60 


;5l- 


f.Eng- George Haddad 
| Chairman/Central Tenders Committee 
General Director/Government Tenders 
Directorate 


JOB OPPORTUNE 


A professional executive secretary with 
the following qualifications is needed 

O Bachelor’s Degree from 
a recognized university. 

0 Minimum 3 years working experience. 
0 Perfectly fluent in English & Arabic 
( other languages are a plus ). 

0 Ability to translate from Arabic into 
English and vise versa. 

0 Ability to write reports in English. 

0 Computer skills. 

0 Flexible schedule. 

0 Discreet. 

0 Hardworking. 

0 Presentable. 


Please send CV with recent photo to 
P.O.Box 910437 Amman 11191 Jordan 


one of the game’s best play- 
ers, had become an insightful 
and humorous tennis 
annoujneer. His popularity 
spanned generations, from 
former coach and U.S. Open 
Champion Fred Stolle to 
John McEnroe, Jimmy Con- 
nors, Bjorn Borg and Guil- 
lermo Vilas, to young players 
like Sampras. Gerulaitis and 
Sampras played golf together 
just a few days before the 
tragedy. 

In women’s tennis, the 
Sport thrived on Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario’s blossoming 
rivalry with Graf, who started 
the year by winning the Au- . 
stralian Open for her 15th 
Grand Slam title and ended it < 
struggling with chronic back 
trouble. 

Sanchez Vicario, becoming 
obsessed with reaching No. 1 
at last, sought out the help of 
a sports psychologist, a nutri- 
tionist and a new trainer, and 
went on to win the French 
and U.S. Opens — the latter 
with a dramatic three-set 
triumph over Graf in the 
finals. 

Sanchez Vicario finished 
the year with $2.9 million in 
prize money, more than dou- 
ble the amount Graf won. 
Sanchez Vicario also accumu- 
lated 5,299 points in the rank- 
ings to Grafs 4,592, but Graf 
had on to the No. 1 ranking 
with a slightly higher point 
average per tournament. 

Sanchez Vicario’s Spanish 
compatriot, Conchita Mar- 
tinez. won Wimbledon for 
her first Grand Slam title, 
beating no less than Navrati- 
lova, the nine-time cham- 
pion. 

Simply reaching the final at 



Martina Navratilova waves to the crowd following her farewell match 

age 37 was an astounding Open in 1992. to Calil 

achievement for Navratilova, The sport continued to start. S 


age 37 was an astounding 
achievement for Navratilova, 
justifying her decision to play 
one more year. With the sil- 
ver runner-np plate looking 
so small in her hand, she 
stooped to pluck one last tiny 
patch of grass from Centre 
Court as a souvenir before 
leaving to a warm ovation. 

Navratilova skipped the 
U.S. Open and retired at the 
Virginia Slims Cham- 
pionships in New York after 
losing in the first round to 
eventual winner Gabriela 
Sabatim, who captured her 
first tide since the Italian 


The sport continued to 
miss the presence of Monica 
Seles, the former No. 1 who 
has been out since she was 
stabbed in the back in Ger- 
many on April 30, 1993. 

Jennifer Capriati, who 
dropped off the tour the U.S. 
Open in 1993 to return to 
high school, resurfaced under 
unfortunate circumstances in 
the spring when she was 
arrested at a Florida motel 
for marijuana possession. 
Capriati, 18, checked into a 
drug rehabilitation clinic, 
then moved with her family 


to California to seek a fresh " 
start. She played one match ' 
in November, losing to Anke ; 
Huber in Philadelphia, but 
planned to play a dozen M 
tournaments in 1995, starting ‘ 
with the Australian Open. 

Two very promising 14- 
year-olds entered the pro 
ranks late in the year, Marti- " 
na Hingis of Switzerland and 
Venus Williams, an Amer- _ 
ican whose family moved 
from California cross-country ^ 
to Florida to enroll her and • 
13-year-old sister Serena m 
Rick Macci's Tennis 
Academy. 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 

. phblapelphia 


Presents: A world famed 
movie picture worth 
watching: ■ 

THE FL1NTSTONES 

Shows: 12J0. 3 JO. 6:15, &30, 10:30 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


Gary Busey & Michael Pare 
— in 


Shows: 1130. 3-JO. 5:00. 630. 830. 10:30 


Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD *r 
So 1 Married 
An Axe Murderer 

Slums: 12J0, 330, &00. 8; IS. 1 030 

CONCORD c 2’ 

Kim Basinger — in 

PIANO 

Shows: 3:15. 5:00 p.m. only. 


1 Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

Tel.: 675571 


Nabil A1 Mashinf Theatre 

will soon present: 
Mousa Hijazin 
(SUM’AA) 

in the satirical political 
comedy: 

Hi Citizen 

Presents 

Abu Awwad 

in the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 
day 


Nabil & Hisham’s 


Tel.: 625155 


Presents: 

The political satire: 

A1 Salam Ya Salam. 

Daily at 8:30 

Saturday & Sunday is the 
theatre’s holiday. 

in English Sundays 
December 1 J 18, only. 
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Dudayev agrees to talk, 
demands Russian pullout 


GROZNY (Agencies) — 
Separatist Chechen leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev accepted 
Russia’s offer of peace nego- 
tiations Friday, but added an 
almost impossible condition 

— that Russian troops be- 
sieging the capital pull out. 

In his three-point state- 
ment, Dudayev called for “an 
immediate cessation of hosti- 
lities,” six days after Russian 
forces rolled into the tiny 
Muslim Caucasus republic to 
crush its three-year-old seces- 
sionist bid. 

- “All military forces must 
leave Chechen territory, after 
which we must rapidly begin 
talks at the highest level," 
Mr. Dudayev said in the writ- 
ten statement issued in the 
capital Grozny. 

The condition was unlikely 
to be accepted by President 
■Boris Yeltsin, who has staked 
much on forcing the republic 
to recognise itself as pan of 
the Russian Federation. 

Two of Yeltsin's aides told 
reporters in Moscow that he 
was likely to order a siege of 
;Grozny and to clamp direct 
rule from Moscow on the rest 
of the republic. 

' Earlier Mr. Dudayev 
ordered his forces to pull 
back and avoid clashes with 
the estimated 25,000 to 
40,000 Russian troops which 
have been involved in bitter 
clashes with separatist 
Chechen forces. 

' The mixed signals followed 
Yeltsin’s offer late Thursday 
of high-level negotiations to 
lavert all-out war and a 48- 
hour extension of the dead- 
line for separatist fighters to 
surrender. 

' The old deadline ran out 
Thursday, and has now been 
extended to midniabt Satur- 
day (2100 GMT). 

■ The three-column forces of 
-Russian troops and tanks 
■have been ordered to encircle 
Grozny, but Chechens were 
preparing for a bloody all-out 
assault on the ritv of about 
400,000. 

The president of Russia's 
Federation Council, the par- 
liament’s upper chamber, 
Friday called for a ceasefire 
in Checbenya as of 3:00 p.m. 
{1200 GMT) ih a bid "to ease 
tire stand-off. There was only 
sporadic fighting in the after- 
noon. 

Russian Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin repe- 
ated the offer of holding talks 


with the leaders of the break- 
away republic but warned of 
tough military action if they 
refused to negotiate. 

He said he doubted 
Dudayev was ready to “begin 
real negotiations," and sug- 
gested the Chechen leader 
was only saying he was pre- 
pared to talk to win time. 

Dudayev repeated his fre- 
quent warnings that Russia 
was playing with fire and 
risked provoking the turbu- 
lent Caucasus region into an 
uprising. "War in the Cau- 
casus would involve a num- 
ber of countries in the region 
and could spread much furth- 
er." he said. 

Several western media 
organisations, who received 
warnings from Russian milit- 
ary sources saying that jour- 
nalists would be a target in 
the event of an offensive on 
the Ghechenya capital, said 
they would withdraw photo- 
graphers from Grozny Satur- 
day. 

Russian authorities in Mos- 
cow warned journalists they 
were staying in Grozny at 
their own risk and refused to 
deliver fresh accreditations. 

Russian Defense Minister 
Pavel Grachev meanwhile 
called off a planned visit to 
Hungary next week, although 
no reason was given, Hunga- 
rian authorities said. 

The Russian parliament 
has roundly criticised the in- 
tervention, but failed to sug- 
gest an alternative. 

Yeltsin is considering 
ordering a total blockade of 
Grozny and imposing Rus- 
sian rule on the rest of the 
territory while negotiations 
are underway, said two top 
Yeltsin aides at a press con- 
ference in Moscow. 

A senior member of the 
defence commission in the 
Russian parliament said it 
would be impossible to sus- 
tain a prolonged military pre- 
sence in Chechenya because 
of a shortage of money and 
the crisis condition of the 
Russia’s aimed forces. 

Moscow has been on a 
heightened security alert 
since the crisis began. On 
Friday, the wife of U.S. Vice 
President A1 Gore, who was 
visiting Moscow, had to can- 
cel a school visit after a tele- 
phoned bomb threat. 

Most countries have said 
they hope for as little blood- 
shed as possible, but that the 


war is an internal Russian 
affair. 

Mr. Gore said in Moscow 
after brief talks with Yeltsin: 
“We are following events in 
Chechenya. It is an internal 
Russian affair. We hope that 
it can be resolved through 
negotiations. It is an internal 
Russian affair.” 

But Estonian Foreign 
Minister Juri Luik slammed 
the operation, saying it could 
“affect the inner stability of 
Russia, and that will always 
cause problems for the neigh- 
bouring countries." 

Saudi Arabia has also criti- 
cised the intervention in 
mostly Muslim Chechenya. 

In Moscow Mr. Yeltsin 
escalated his criticism of 
Chechenya Friday, calling 
the rebel republic a “sinister” 
hotbed of crime that 
threatens Russia and the 
world at large. 

“Chechenya is a powerful 
crime-breeding zone from 
where criminal elements 
operate throughout the coun- 
try," said a statement issued 
by Mr. Yeltsin’s office. Mr. 
Yeltsin is in a Moscow hospit- 
al, recuperating from nose 
surgery. 

“One of the main reasons 
that forced the dispatch of 
troops to the Chechen Re- 
public is the fact that (it) has 
turned in recent years into 
one of the most sinister cen- 
tres not only of Russian, but 
also of world crime," Mr. 
Yeltsin’s office said. 

An estimated 10,000 to 
40,000 Russian soldiers, sup- 
ported by tanks, warplanes 
and helicopter gunships, rol- 
led into Chechenya on Sun- 
day. 

The region of 1.2 million 
people, located 1.600 
kilometres southeast of Mos- 
cow, declared independence 
in 1991, but Russia has re- 
fused to recognise its claim. 

The statement issued by- 
Mr. Yeltsin sought to rally 
public opinion, which has so 
far largely opposed military 
intervention in Chechenya. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s office also 
issued a memo by the interior 
ministry, which’ said ethnic 
Chechens were behind most 
heinous crimes in recent 
years. It also said Chechenya 
sheltered wanted criminals. 

A total of 1.2.01 suspected 
Chechen criminals were 
wanted by Russian police, 
the ministry said. 


Greece, human rights 
derail EU-Turkey pact 


BRUSSELS (R) — Turkey's 
chances of sealing a customs 
union with the European 
Union (EU) next week have 
foundered on Greek objec- 
tions and rising European an- 
ger over the jailing of Kur- 
dish parliamentarians. 

- EU officials say a meeting 
scheduled for Monday be- 
tween EU foreign ministers 
and Turkish officials is not 
expected to result in any con- 
crete progress on the pact 
and may not even take place. 

“If the (Turks) come, they 
will go away empty-handed 
having heard about human 
rights." one EU diplomat 
said. 

. "The Greeks would clearly 
like (the meeting) to be can- 
celled." he added, noting 
some previous meetings had 
been scratched. 

’ Even if the meeting does 
take place, it will be beld 
following a barrage of com- 
plaints by European leaders 
about Turkey’s human right 
record, notably the jailing of 
the. Kurdish parliamenta- 


rians. 

They were jailed last week 
for alleged support of the 
outlawed Kurdistan Workers' 
Party (PKK), which has 
waged a 10-year battle for 
control of the largely Kurdish 
southeast. 

The EU and Turkey have 
been negotiating an agree- 
ment that would bring Tur- 
key closer to the EU than any 
country outside Norway and 
Iceland, which are linked 
through the free trade Euro- 
pean economic area. 

It calls for Turkey to re- 
move external tariffs on EU 
goods, set its third -country 
tariffs at the same rate as the 
EU does and accept pre- 
ferential agreements with 
other countries that the EU 
has negotiated. 

In exchange, Turkey would 
get access to the huge EU 
market in most sectors other 
than agriculture and services. 

Greece, however, has 
blocked agreement both on 
the pact and on a 600 million 
European currency unit 


(S720 million) financial pack- 
age due from the EU since 
1981. 

Athens, a long-time rival 
of Turkey, has said it cannot 
agree the customs union 
while Turkish troops are still 
on the divided island of Cyp- 
rus. 





FROZEN SPECTACULAR- Master ice sculptor An Qi Feng 
puts the finishing toadies to an ice carring of the Sydney 
Opera House at The Frozen City exhibition in Sydney 
Friday. Created by 35 ice carvers from the city of Haiim in 


fTim» who used chainsaws and picks to cut 200 cubic metres 
of ice, the frozen spectacular is displayed inside the world's 
largest refrigerator (AFP photo) 


Rabin: Iranian Scuds 
threaten Israelis 


SEOUL (R) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin Fri- 
day said long-range Scud mis- 
siles being developed in 
North Korea with Iranian 
money were a particular 
threat to Israeli civilians and 
to an overall Middle East 
peace. 

Mr. Rabin, who had an 
unscheduled breakfast meet- 
ing with South Korean Presi- 
dent Kim Young-Sam. told a 
news conference North 
Korea had already supplied 
Syria and Iran with shortcr- 
range Scud C missiles, laun- 
chers and the technology to 
produce them. 

"In addition." He said. 
“Iran spends hundreds of 
millions of dollars in North 
Korea for the development of 
longer-range ground-to- 
ground missiles the kind of 
missiles that can be launched 
from Iran to reach targets in 
Israel. 

"It might be that North 
Korea is also involved in pro- 
liferation of mass destruction 
weapons to others." Mr. 
Rabin said or. the penulti- 
mate day of 3 four-day visit to 
South Korea, the first by an 
Israeli prime minister. 

"We see this ac: of North 
Korea os endangering the 
tranquility, the stability and 
peace in the Middle East," he 
said, adding: "1 hope the 
international community v-ill 
be able to cope with these 
unreasonable. dangerous 
acts of North Korea.” 

The United States and 
other Western countries sus- 
pect North Korea used its 
atomic energy programme to 
develop nuclear arms, some- 
thing Pyongyang denies. 
Western intelligence agencies 
also believe the secretive Sta- 
linist north has a large stock- 
pile of chemical and biologic- 
al weapons. 

In October, Washington 
and Pyongyang reached an 
agreement to replace North 


Korea's suspect nuclear prog- 
ramme with new reactors, 
which produce far less 
we a pons -grade plutonium. 

The United Nation's nuc- 
lear watchdog agency, the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), says North 
Kore3 has abided by its 
pledge to freeze its nudear 
programme under the agree- 
ment. 

But the United States in- 
sists North Korea must aban- 
don missile exports and sup- 
port for international terror- 
ism before normal relations 
can be established between 
the two countries, something 
the North desperately seeks. 

Mr. Rabin told a news con- 
ference Thursday the North 
had already supplied Iran and 
Syria with Scud missiles cap- 
able of travelling 500 km and 
the launchers for them. 

And he said that at least 
one of the countries had be- 
gun producing its own laun- 
chers using means supplied 
by Pyongyang. 

The IsHieifpnme minister 
r.ctsJ tae long-range missiles 
under development in the 
North, the iJjOG-km range 
Rodongs. are too inaccurate 
to hit military targets. 

"Their purpose 'is to use 
them against centres of 
population for the killing of 
innocent population of 
Israel." he said, “as it hap- 
pened during the Gulf crisis 
when Iraq used the Scud mis- 
siles only against the civilian 
population. 

This means North Korea 
supplied Iran and Syria 
weapons against the Israeli 
civilian population." 

Mr. Rabin said negotia- 
tions with Syria were compli- 
cated because Syria, unlike 
other Arab states that have 
already reached peace agree- 
ments with his country, re- 
fused to meet Israeli nego- 
tiators face-to-face. 


Majali: Jordan will 
continue custodianship 


(Continued from page 1) 

al. These meetings. Dr. Ma- 
jali said, were good indicta- 
tions that there was less ten- 
sion between Jordan and the 
Gulf countries. 

Asked about Mr. Arafat's 
visit to Jordan, the Prime 
Minister said there was no- 
thing new in this regard. 

Asked to name the parties 
responsible for obstructing 
the mention of Jordan's role 
in the resolutions, the prime 
minister said he could not 
accuse any party. He said, 
though, that the resolutions 
were normally worked out by 
tiie conference’s general sec- 
r'etriat and a preparatory 
committee comprising fore- 
ign ministers. 

Asked why the King had 
left Morocco before the sum- 
mit ended on Thursday, the 
prime minister said that since 
the conference was only sche- 
duied for Tuesday and 
Wednesday there was no 


need for the King to stay on 
after delivering his address. 
In any way, the King had 
another commitment on his 
schedule, and he left in order 
to meet that commitment. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, Friday qnoted Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres as expressing Israeli 
support for Jordan's role in 
Jerusalem’s holy places. 

Petra said Mr. Peres had 
told journalists Thursday that 
Israel’s position was based on 
respect for the present status 
quo under which Jordan 
plays the role of guardian of 
the holy places. Mr. Peres 
said that Israel would not 
change that situation, Petra 
reported. 

The Agency also quoted 
Mr. Peres as saying that the 
Palestinians also have the 
right to keep their civil in- 
stitutions in the city and that 
they would continue to enjoy 
the same right they have at 
the moment. 


Geagea trial postponed 


BEIRUT (AP) — The trial of 
a former Christian warlord in 
the murder of a rival politi- 
cian resumed Friday but was 
quickly adjourned after the 
remaining defence lawyers 
withdrew fom court. 

Chief Justice Philip 
KhairaUah put off until Jan. 
6, 1995, the trial of Samir 
Geagea, former commander 
of the Lebanese Forces 
Christian militia, in the mur- 
der of Dany Chamoun, his 
wife and two young sons in 
October 1990. 

The postponement came 
after the last three lawyers 
defending Mr. Geagea 
boycotted the trial in solidar- 


ity with 117 other defence 
attorneys who walked out of 
the courtroom last week. 

The large number of attor- 
neys appears to be intended 
as a demonstration of 
strength. 

In last week's session, the 
five-man judicial council re- 
jected a defence demand to 
move Mr. Geagea from de- 
tention at the defence minis- 
try prison to a civilian jail. 

Mr. Geagea. 43, who led 
the largest Christian militia 
during the 1975-90 civil war 
until it was disarmed in 1991, 
has alleged mistreatment at 
the defence ministrv facilitv. 


His lawyers have set Mr. 
Geagea’s removal from the 
defence ministry as a condi- 
tion for returning to the cour- 
troom. Mr. Geagea said he 
supported such a move and 
would not accept other 
lawyers to defend him. • 

Mr. Geagea’s separate trial 
in the bombing of a church in 
February in winch 11 people 
died and 60 were wounded 
was to resume as scheduled 
on Saturday. 

It is the first trial of a 
senior civil war figure and 
underlines governments 
efforts to restore fully’ its 
authority over the country. 


Gulf foreign ministers 
to draft summit agenda 


DUBAI, United Arab Emi- 
rates (AFP) — Foreign 
ministers from six Gulf states 
are to draw up an agenda in 
Bahrain on Saturday ahead 
of a summit. 

The 15th summit of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) is due to open in 
Manama Monday. 

Foreign minsters meeting 
Saturday “will look at a large 
range of questions concern- 
ing the Middle East peace 
process, Arab-Israeli rela- 
tions. the situation in the 
Gulf after Iraq’s recognition 
of Kuwait and the links be- 
tween the GCC countries." 
said a council spokesman. 

The GCC countries — 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait. Un- 
ited Arab Emirates. Kuwait. 
Oman and Bahrain — de- 
cided in September to ease 
their boycott imposed on 
Israel since 1948. 


The ministers will also dis- 
cuss ways of boosting their 
joint force the Peninsula 
Shield based in Saudi Arabia. 

They want to increase the 
force from the current 4.000' 
troops to 25.000 men. 

The symbolic force created 
in 1984 proved incapable of 
driving back Iraqi forces 
when they invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990. 

Four of the six stales have 
also signed a joint security 
accord, but Kuwait has re- 
fused to initial it until it has 
been approved by parlia- 
ment. And Qatar boycotted a 
meeting of interior ministers 
in Riyadh to protest Saudi 
artacks on its territory. 

After their talks, the fore- 
ign ministers will pass on 
"their perceptions and re- 
commendations” to their 
heads of state, the GCC sec- 
retariat said. 


Majali dissolves Al 
Ahd central council, 
freezes membership 


By Khalil Abdul Salam 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The chief 
of Al Ahd Party. Abdul Hadi 
Majali. Friday* belittled the 
importance of news reports 
of mass resignations from his 
party ranks. He charged that 
most of the names carried by 
the local press were fake and 
have no relation whatsoever 
to his party. 

Speaking at a press confer- 
ence here, Mr. Majali ac- 
cused what he called “ele- 
ments inside and outside the 
party” of conspiring to des- 
troy what he called the “par- 
ty’s strong base at the nation- 
al level." He labelled tbose 
elements as “envious oppor- 
tunists.” 

Newspapers on Thursday 
and Friday carried the 16 
names of presumably party 
members from Ajioun 
branch, who had resigned. 

Mr. Majali charged that his 
party’s stands have prompted 
“party enemies to accuse it of 
factionalism and sectarian- 
ism." 

Answering to accusations 
by outgoing members that 
decisions within the party 
were taken unilaterally and 
without consultation, Mr. 
Majali said the party’s deci- 
sion to support the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace trea- 
ty was adopted unanimously 
by the party’s political 
bureau. 

He said the party lead- 
ership had discussed the trea- 
ty with the cadres in the 
various parts of the King- 


dom. 

Mr. Majali said that the 
centrist party was reconsider- 
ing party membership after it 
had established that the num- 
ber of party members was 
never indicative of the party's 
strength. He noted that tire 
party had made a mistake by 
accepting more members in 
order to increase the "num- 
ber at the expense of quali- 
ty." 

He said that party general 
elections will be held in the 
first quarter of 1995 to elect 
members to the central coun- 
cil, politburo and branches' 
leaderships. Mr. Majali 
announced the freezing of 
membership and the dissolu- 
tion of the party's central 
council. On government- 
party relations, Mr. Majali 
said the government is nor 
obliged to discuss the peace 
treaty with the parties. Par- 
ties should only be able to 
discuss the treaty through 
their representatives in the 
Lower House of Parliament. 

Mr. Majali said he saw no 
Jordanian-Palestinian differ- 
ences over the issue of Jeru- 
salem. He stressed that Jor- 
dan had always sought to 
reaffirm the Palestinian 
identity of Jerusalem. 
However, he said, the 
Palestinian leadership did not 
have an unanimous agree- 
ment on this. He noted that 
“certain Arab countries are 
searching for a role to plav in 
the future, and that is why 
they are now rai-ing this issue 
and trying to marcinalisc Jor- 
dan’s role.” 


French activist to defend Israeli-held prisoners 


By Haitham Haddadin 
Reuter 


BEIRUT — The families 
of 250 prisoners held in 
a notorious Israeli-control- 
led jail in South Lebanon 
have delegated the head of 
France’s human rights com- 
mission to seek information 
about them and fight for 
their release. 

“Our hopes are pinned 
on you,” Kifah Dabajeh 
told Monique Picard Weyl, 
carrying a photograph of 
his brother Rafik who he 
said has been held in 
Khiam prison in Israel's 
occupation zone since 
1985. 

. Israel allows no inspec- 
tions of the jail, where sus- 
pected Lebanese and 
Palestinian guerrillas are 
held. The Dabajeh family 
has bad no word of Kifah 
for six years, Rafik said. 


Ms. Weyl, who is on a 
weeklong visit to Lebanon, 
says she is determined to 
publicise the issue of 
Lebanese and Palestinian 
prisoners in Khiam and of 
about 50 Lebanese prison- 
ers in Israel. 

Relatives of the 
Lebanese held in Israel said 
they also want her help. 

Some 150 mothers, 
fathers, sisters and brothers 
of prisoners — some in 
tears — told the French 
lawyer at a meeting on 
Thursday they wanted her 
to take up their cases and 
bring them news if she 
visits Khiam and Israeli 
jails. 

Khiam is run by the 
Israeli-backed South Leba- 
non Army (SLA) militia 
but Israel, which has 1.000 


troops in the 13-km wide 
occupation zone, has ulti- 
mate control of the jail and 
everything else in the zone. 

“Israel has forbidden us 
to get any news of Rafik for 
six years ... every time our 
hopes rose in the past they 
were dashed again. We 
hope that you don’t travel 
back home and we see our 
hopes dashed again." Mr. 
Dabajeh told Ms. Weyl. 

Ms. Wey! promised to 
contact Israeli officials 
when she returned to 
France to get them to get 
her permission from SLA 
chief General Antoine 
Lahd to enter Khiam, whic 
she calls a Nazi-style con- 
centration camp. 

She says it is dosed to 
outside inspection and she 
has been refused entry both 
by the SLA and the 
Israelis, and that according 
to former captives many 


inmates are blind, lose 
limbs, ears and eyes and 
are sick. 

A Khiam prisoner named 
Selim Awada died a week 
ago at the American Uni- 
versity hospital in Beirut, 
four days after being re- 
leased, Ms. Weyl said. 

“There should be talk 
about the oppression be- 
falling these detainees.” 
she said. 

Former prisoners told 
her of (heir plight inside 
Khiam. 

“They used to torture us 
with electricity, cold water, 
beatings with whips and by 
psychological means like 
threat of rape,” Kifah Afi- 
fi, a 23-year-old Palestinian 
woman, said. 

“There was hardly any 
medical treatment for the 
sick.” 

Ms. Afifi said she was 
released three months ago 


after six years in Khiam for 
taking part in a failed raid 
by Palestinian guerrillas in 
the Israeli-held zone. She 
said 10 women remain in 
Khiam. 

"The suffering inside is 
great. No words can ex- 
press it." Sahar Zayter, rc- 
leased two years ago. said. 

We suffered a lot and 
those who remain inside 
suffer from physical and 
psychological torture," Ms 
Zayter added. 

Mohammad Safa, head 
of the follow-up committee 
far the support of the 
Lebanese detainees in 
Israeli prisons, told the 
families they can fill out 
forms next week officially 
authorising Ms. Weyl to 
defend their sons. 

The forms would be senr 
to Ms. Weyl in 
through the Lebanese fore- 
ign ministry, Ms. Safa said 
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Lung cancer 
danger ‘stays with 
ex-smokers’ 

LONDON <R> — People 
who gave up Mucking years 
ago could remain eight times 
more likely to develop lung 
cancer rhao people who nev- 
er smoked, according to re- 
search published Wednesday. 
Dr. Mohammad Munawar 
from the British Thoracis )>oci' 
ety (BTS) said it was pre- 
viously thought that a smoker 
who had given up for 10 years 
faced the some risk of lung 
cancer as a non-smuker. 
"That is clearly disproved 
here." he told Reuters. 
"Even after 20 years, the risk 
is higher in an cx-smoket 
than in a non-smoker . hut 
much, much lower than that 
in current smokers." Doctors 
at Hope Hospital in Salford, 
northwestern England, 
looked at the smoking history 
of 274 patients found to have 
a visible tumour in the central 
airways of the lungs. Fifty- 
five per cent of these cancer 
eases were current cigarette 
smokers, 38 per , *cnt were 
ex-smokers and only two per s 
cent were non-smoker.. Of ' 
the ex-smokers., 12 per cent 
had given up at least It) years 
ago. "Smokers should not kid 
themselves that if is OK to 
carry on smoking until 
they’re 30 or 40-somcthing 
and then quit.” said Dr. 
Ronan O’ Driscoll, also from 
the BTS. ‘‘The nsk never 
goes away completely." ’Our 
message is prevention is bet- 
ter than cure. We must stop 
the tobacco industry enticing 
our children to start smoking 
in the first place," he added. 

Peru's estranged 
first couple 
to call it quits 

LIMA (AFP) — After a pub- 
lic falling-out with all the 
rollercoaster drama of a soap 
opera. Susana Higuchi Je Fu- 
jimori has announced she was 
filing for divorce from Presi- 
dent Alberto Fujimori. "Yes. 
it’s true." Mrs, Higuchi told 
local reporters when asked 
kbout rumours she would 
seek a civil divorce after ear- 
lier maintaining she would 
not because she is a practic- 
ing Roman Catholic. Mrs. 
Higuchi, whom the president 
stripped of her ceremonial 
role as first lady eariict in the 
year, also said she would ask 
the Vatican for an annul?. 1 
ment of their 24-year mar- 
riage. She said her lawyers 
would begin proceedings 
simultaneously before court 
authorities and church offi- 
cials. Mrs. Higuchi has criti- 
cised her husband's political 
priorities, saying he was not 
making poverty a big enough 
issue in a country In which 
one half the population of 22 
million lives below the pover- 
ty level. The first coupic's 
marital woes began to rock 
the media here Aug. 3 when 
Mrs. Higuchi charged that 
Mr. Fujimori's political allies 
in the legislature passed a law 
to bar relatives of tiie presi- 
dent from seeking public 
office to keep her but of the 
political picture. A construc- 
tion engineer by training, 
Mrs. Higuchi later fried un- 
successfully to register to run 
for president in the April 
1995 election against her hus- 
band. She then fired back by 
making specific corruption 
allegations about government 
ministers and presidential 
advisers, which prompt*! 
Mr. Fu jimori to end her cere- 
monial duties as first lady 
After announcing her divorce 
plans. Mrs. Higuchi reiter- f 
ated her charges that official 
corruption in Fujimori’s gov- 
ernment was rife. 

Lottery 
millionaire 
cannot even 
give it away 

LONDON (AFT) — A Mus- 
lim charily has refused a 
donation of nioic than £2 
million (SI 5 million) from 
the winner of the British 
National Lnttcrv’s £17.8 mil- 
lion jackpot, said Friday's 
Daily Mail. Close friends of 
the winner said he had de- 
cided to give at least AT mil- 
lion to the Islamic Relief 
C h a r i t y and £200,000 

($300,000) fai the building of 
a community centre next to 
the M.isjici Al Momineen 
Mosuue in Blackburn, noriii- 
ern England, where he lives, 
L ai f. paper. But Islamic 
Kchet accused the 41-vcar- 
old lather of three, who has 
bccn warned, of setting a 
baa example to Muslims bv 
Oe tying strictures on gditfv 
m Ihe K »ran. “He 
done wrong. There is no plc- 
asurc in a donation like this. 
We cannot accept it,” fan- 
draper Ashfaq Huwndkar 
w.tb quoted as savin* 


